New Life Part 4/6
Disclaimer: I am in no way benefiting from this story. The added character(s) are from my own imagination. Any similarity between the characters and events in this story to those in real life are purely coincidental. Once again, the lore in this story was made up in my head and was written for the pleasure of the readers. 

Life And Death

Passing the longest night of his life, Julian was exhausted from continually holding down a delirious Daedalus and if he worked tirelessly then the women who attended to Daedalus did more. He felt like just another worker along side these women who neither fed nor rested. When Julian took his turn attending to Daedalus, the women had other things to attend to. It was a night of hard work and their patience was being tried to the limit. At dawn’s first light, it seemed that they had failed for Daedalus, after nearly fighting off Julian for the umpteenth time suddenly fell back and it appeared that he had stopped breathing.

Elaine rushed to his side, frustrated, her face tear stained and her heart feeling crushed believing her mate was dead. She lay her head on the bed and sobbed, her body wracked by the long night of torture she had gone through only to lose Daedalus in the morning. This was, she felt, her own doing and now she was blaming herself for his Final Death. This horror wrung from her silent tears as she lay, arms outstretched across his chest, hands clasped as if in prayer, knowing that her own death was not far off.

Now Camilla turned to Lillie and said "This is the moment. Go now. You will know what to do." Lillie herself had worked tirelessly through the night, going to Daedalus each time Camilla gave her the signal and was now ready to collapse from exhaustion and not feeding since the day before but she gathered what last strength she had and nearly stumbling as the hem of her dress caught the edge of the bed, went to Daedalus’ side and again opened the flesh of her arm.

She didn’t have much more to give but she offered up to him what she had left, nearly falling as she wavered above him. Julian saw her life draining away and hurried to her side to support her. It cut right through him to see this loving act on Lillie’s part as she tried to save Daedalus. She would do what he had not been able to do and he felt such love for her at this moment as he saw his dear friend begin to stir.

Lillie went limp in his arms and Julian felt something like hysteria rising in him. He would have thought losing his best friend would bring about this feeling but at the moment he felt relief for Daedalus, he suddenly felt great despair for Lillie. 

Her love for her Childe and her oldest friend had motivated her to sacrifice her life for them. Julian could not let her light go out. She gave up too much and before it was too late, he would save her himself.

This time, without waiting for Camilla to command him, Julian provided the blood Lillie needed to keep living. He never believed he could lose someone who meant so much to him and yet he almost lost her just as Daedalus seemed to live again.

Elaine and Daedalus looked on gratefully as Julian gave Lillie what he could. It was a tender scene, Julian holding Lillie in his arms after she had fed, his body convulsing from the pain of seeing her almost pass before his eyes and the sound of a broken heart releasing it’s spent emotion in the form of quiet sobs. With a rasping voice promising to keep always at her side as long as they lived. Finally, Julian knew what was most precious to him and he would never give her up again.

Julian had not felt this terrible heart wrenching pain since he held Evelyn in his arms watching her die and being powerless to save her. He was no longer that powerless and he would not allow the second great love in his life to pass before his eyes. She would live and she would be his.

A Time To Heal

In the dim light of this new day four lives were forever changed. A gift had been repaid and now it was time to rest and regather strength. The gathering would come, this time, from within their own clans. There had been no mistakes made and Elaine did what Camilla expected her to do with her gift but now there must be a purifying of their blood. Each must fast until the last of their mingled blood was gone and they would be fortified with new, pure blood from their own kinds.

This done, sleep was needed to reinvigorate their spent bodies. Any phone calls that came for Julian were never delivered, this at Camilla’s insistence. One or two days away from his work environment would not bring the entire business down on his head. He reluctantly agreed to her terms, knowing she was much older and much wiser, also feeling the need for sleep. It was sun up anyway so he finally yielded to her will.

There were three other inmates he was responsible for and these he would check on throughout the day until he was satisfied they were recovering as they should. Julian would never have guessed it but his most earnest desire was to stay with Lillie, not Daedalus. Of course Daedalus had Elaine and Camilla to look after him but Lillie had others to care for her as well. Each time he started to think of the way he had treated Lillie, his darling Lillie, he came very close to the hysteria he felt as she slowly began to revive in his arms in the bleak hours of dawn.

Julian knew the time was coming when he would have to face Caitlin and they would go their separate ways and while he knew this would hurt Caitlin he wished to be done with it as soon as possible. The longer he waited the harder it would be. He would not change his mind for now he knew where his heart belonged but it would be easier to put it off in deference to Caitlin’s feelings. She was not a fragile creature but she was a sweet, loving woman who had given him her heart and now he must break it.

Why had he let himself fall in love with her? Others had warned him that he would have to give her up or Embrace her but he ran headlong into her arms and now she would pay dearly. Others had paid dearly as well. If Julian had not been involved with Caitlin maybe Archon would still be alive. This was one of the most tragic results of his love affair with her. He left the city to go to Manzanita for a weekend with her and while he was gone Archon was killed. Archon had even tried to talk him out of going and he would not listen. Some said Julian was a good Prince. Now, thinking back on these things, he had his doubts.

It was dusk and feeling satisfied that all were well enough for him to take his leave, Julian looked in on Lillie and found her sitting, propped up against overstuffed feather pillows. She looked so lovely and when he came to her he fell into her waiting arms and smothered her neck with grateful kisses. He murmured in her ear that he was going to end his relationship with Caitlin tonight and would never look back. He would never abandon Lillie again but he had to do the right thing and the sooner the better.

Lillie gazed up at him with weariness in her face and said he did not have to do this for her. Now their friend would live, that was the reason they went through this together. There was no way Caitlin could share in that but it was no reason to end their relationship.

"I understand you had to send her away yesterday and I’m sure this was a painful thing for you to do Julian but I don’t expect it of you. If you still love her then go to her. I have ceased to try and stop you."

"I am not going to break up with her because of what we have gone through together." Julian knew Lillie had stopped trying to win him back and he knew her heart was wearing a scar from the cavalier way he cast it off like it meant so little to him. He had no idea how dear it was to him until it nearly stopped for the last time and he held it in his hands. "Darling Lillie, I am going to break up with Caitlin because I know now where my heart belongs. I allowed my heart this dalliance when it ought to have been faithful to you. You have said it over and over Lillie. You are the one who has been at my side, accepting me, helping me, loving me. No other could come close to your loyalty and I have repaid you by . . ." Julian sighed. The words were labored and they cut him like a knife to say these things to Lillie because they were true and his voice became raspy again due to the pain he felt in his chest for the wrongs he had done to her. Feeling like his heart was in his throat he started again, "I have repaid you by breaking your heart." At last he had gotten the words out and one quiet sob escaped him as she held him and stroked him.

"It is atoned Julian. Please don’t torture yourself anymore." Lillie sought to comfort this man she had given her heart to and would always love more than any other. Looking for a way to shake him loose from the state he was in she asked, "Julian, I am becoming stronger now and if you will assist me, I would like very much to look in on Elaine and Daedalus. I am sure she has worried about me too and I only want her to see I am fine. Will you please help me?"

How could he deny her? Again he saw the sacrifice in her actions and quietly, in his heart, he praised her for her dignity and grace. Lillie thought more of her Childe and Daedalus than of herself and only asked this of him. He would have done so much more for her but she only asked for his help in this.

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Elaine’s heart was strong and in the hours after Daedalus finally began to recover from his great seizures and unconscious fits she had much time to think about the events in the last 24 hours. Having time to rest and feed now she allowed others to tend to her husband with a watchful eye. 

Many strange things had happened to her in the last year and this was strangest of all. Camilla had repaid the gift Daedalus had given Julian when he faced Goth and while he did not lose his life, he and Lillie had come very close. Camilla had said events had to be set and people had to be in place. It took some time, but in between sleep and waking, Elaine started to understand what she meant.

Julian had looked in on them a couple of times throughout the day and it was comforting to have him there when he might have otherwise been at the office. Both times Daedalus was awake but very week yet they spoke to each other and Daedalus, with Elaine’s help, expressed their heartfelt appreciation for saving Lillie’s life.

Now they came together to check in on Daedalus and Elaine and found both sitting up and talking quietly and looking somewhat revived. Daedalus, about to stand as they entered, felt the gentle hand of his mate on his shoulder, reminding him that he was still recuperating. He reached for her hand and patted it in a gesture that told her he would not over extend himself this one time.

Julian and Lillie had made their way much the same way Daedalus and Elaine had on their wedding night and now descending the stairs he still held her in his arms. He released her when they reached the floor and the two women fell into each other’s embrace. It was good to hold each other and know for sure each was all right.

Elaine kissed Julian’s hand and as always would happen with Daedalus, it moved him so that he could not speak for a moment.

"Julian, Daedalus told you today how grateful we are that you were the one to save Lillie, but now I wish to tell you myself that if you had not it would have made such a void in my life that I could not have gone on. I have found that I can not live without her any more than I can live without Daedalus. She saved his life and you saved hers."

If kissing his hand moved Julian, her expressions now moved him more. "Elaine, your Sire gave her greatest gift today and almost lost her life doing so." His voice became quiet and soft as he bared his heart to her, expressing grief at the way he had treated Lillie and promising that from this day forward he would be devoted to her because he finally learned that losing Lillie was more painful than anything he had ever been through.

He turned to Daedalus and knew that it was the gift from Camilla that had brought about this revelation and without the terrible experience his friend had been through he would still be doing a dishonorable thing. He would still be seeing Caitlin and hurting Lillie when she had been at his side, supporting him and loving him. He told them he was going to break it off with Caitlin tonight after he brought Lillie to see that Daedalus and Elaine were all right.

"Do you have to go tonight Julian?" Daedalus asked, hoping he would stay and wait until tomorrow.

"It will be better if I take care of it immediately. If she is not going to be a part of my life I need to deal with it right away. Lillie, would you like to stay here until I return? I’m sure you and Elaine have much to talk about." Julian said this knowing it would satisfy them for the moment.

"It would please me very much to be with my family now. Thank you for bringing me to them." Lillie was able to stand and gave Julian her hand and kissed him lightly as he took his leave.
