Bride Pt.2
Disclaimer: I am in no way benefiting from using the characters in the series Kindred: The Embraced or the concept of the role-playing game it was based on. The Kindred lore in this story came strictly out of my head and is purely for the reader’s enjoyment. I did add the names of three composers Fabrizio, Morricone, Galbiati.

A Sacred Rite

Elaine was now ready to meet her Prince for the first time and vow to him and to her Sire that her life would be spent bringing untold joy and love to her husband and that she would receive from him the same with pleasure.

Lillie and Sasha had neither one of them gone through this except to be introduced to their Prince after their Embrace. This wedding was ceremonial and as such Elaine would be adorned a in priceless gown the color of Chianti with Champagne colored lace and Azure robes made of precious materials as if she were being presented to a Deity or a King. One thing she would be allowed to wear of her own choosing, and the one piece of jewelry that she treasured above all others was the antique necklace with the cobalt blue stone. A loving gift from a hopeful Daedalus the first time they spoke. Now never out of her sight and never from around her neck, she gratefully wore it and vowed to him she would never remove it.

The rest of the fine jewelry and garb was provided by Lillie who knew the sacredness of this presentation and ceremony and it’s import to the Toreador and Nosferatu Clans. They had made peace with one another long ago and now were united in an even stronger bond thanks to the pact made by the two Primogens. Lillie would give Elaine to Daedalus this day in a ritualistic, yet romantic ceremony and Daedalus would accept her this day and throughout all eternity as his cherished Bride.

Elaine understood now what had happened immediately after her Embrace and would acknowledge it to Julian, Lillie and more importantly, to Daedalus. Like most Brides, Elaine was a little jittery before the ceremony, but when Lillie brought her before her floor length mirror to view the ethereal sight the others would behold, Elaine was astonished to see herself transformed from the plain little thing that she was, into the radiant woman who was about to take the next step to becoming the wife of the leader of a great people.

Sasha wore an enchanting gown of emerald silk and antique lace that complimented her beautifully. She had looked at herself in the mirror moments ago and was happy with the vision before her, but when she gazed upon Elaine now she was filled with emotion for her Kindred sister and her heart swelled imagining what Daedalus would feel when he saw her. Elaine seeing Sasha’s expression squeezed her hand. Neither said anything, but both knew the joy of the moment as Lillie joined their reverie. The three most beautiful Kindred women in San Francisco standing before Lillie’s mirror, holding one another’s hand and sharing a few silent seconds before they would begin their accent to the Grand Hall.

"Come now darling, tears will not do on this day. You must hold your head up high and know that when Daedalus sees you for the first time since the early morning hours that he will know you have come to make his life complete and that you accept and love him as no other and without end," said Lillie, herself with tears very close to the surface and almost floating over her lower lashes. "He is the most deserving man I know and today he will receive his due reward."

"Somehow I’m not sure I deserve the same reward he does. Lillie you alone know the torment I went through for months and why. At times I still feel so undeserving of his love and devotion to me. Honestly, it humbles me when he comes to me and expresses his love for me." Elaine gulped back the tears of joy and humiliation.

"This is because your love is honest and pure. Elaine, I once told Daedalus that no heart is pure but I believe that you have traversed the sea of human failings and have come through on the other side seeking only his happiness and are determined to never bring him pain again. This is why, as your Sire, I am giving you away today and placing you in the hands of the most trustworthy man I know. You see Elaine, I have had the pleasure of his friendship for many years and I have never met another man more loyal than Daedalus. I knew without him telling me that he would love and cherish you forever, and when I Embraced you I then gave you to him as his Bride. The taste in your throat that you awoke to was not entirely mine, but his was mingled with it. He yielded to me as you breathed your last. He had not wanted you to become Kindred if he could keep you alive and he was not even certain that this was what you wanted but I persuaded him, so if this was a mistaken idea I am the one to blame." Lillie confessed all to Elaine.

"I thought it was your blood I tasted when I woke up but when I first fed last night I remembered it and knew it was also Daedalus’. I have no regrets Lillie. I am prepared to go before Julian and you and make my oath to Daedalus."

Elaine reached for Lillie’s hand and in an unexpected gesture, placed it over her beating heart and then kissed her hand in gratitude and love for her Sire. For the first time Lillie felt like a parent getting ready to give her daughter’s hand in marriage. She reached for a handkerchief and wiped away the tears that were threatening to emerge a few minutes earlier and kissed the face of her childe.

Lillie herself was decked out beautifully, although she would not outshine her lovely Childe today. As the three women emerged from the long corridor to the Grand Hall decorated festively for this sacred occasion; a captivating vision opened up before all present. Sasha came first as Elaine’s attendant and as Elaine entered behind her, a gasp was heard from the gathered guests. They all whispered how there had never been a more beautiful Bride and it was true because as the normally cool headed and calm Daedalus watched her approach he almost went into a swoon. Julian as his Prince and his best friend steadied him and teasingly reminded him he would have to stay on his feet for this ceremony.

Julian could not see Lillie as she came behind Elaine but as she entered the room, light fell softly upon Lillie allowing her lovely dark tresses to pick up highlights he had never seen before. She wore a very fine silk gown with lace edging at the top that fairly blended with her skin giving the illusion that the dress and she were one. Julian could not take his eyes off of her and while he had to keep his concentration, the unexpected excitement he felt when he saw Lillie made his occupation more difficult. He had not thought of Lillie for a very long time and while they shared his mansion, his affections had turned to Caitlin. Today Caitlin was not present and Lillie, while not intending to capture his attention this way, sensed a change in Julian’s perception of her. Since that night in his study when she ran from him in tears Lillie was no longer the seductress trying to lure Caitlin into trouble and Julian into her bed. 

Lillie had found a new interest which preoccupied most of her time, trying to get Daedalus and Elaine together and then later, finding a way to keep them together forever. Julian saw a very different, self-sacrificing woman in Lillie. One with pure intentions. While he still saw Caitlin, Lillie seemed to float across his conscious thoughts more and more.

Sasha stood up with Elaine while Lillie presented her to her Prince. There was a look on Sasha’s face that was bittersweet for she loved Elaine and looked up to Lillie and they both felt such affection for her. Still, she had never experienced marriage and the wedding and the engagement that led up to a moment like this.

She was vaguely aware of the words being spoken as Lillie stepped up to present Elaine to Julian and Elaine kissing his hand. She was fully Kindred now and any thoughts she had of her human existence faded as Cash and Daedalus approached them to begin the wedding. Julian was not an ordained minister but this was not a human wedding so it was not necessary.

The first part of the ceremony took place immediately after Lillie Embraced Elaine when Daedalus shared his life force with her. She was not, at that time, conscious of this but knew now that this led up to what really made them partners for life and this ceremony today would be the symbolic representation of their union. The first two events being too intimate to share with the others. The third, today, gave them the opportunity to share their happiness with those who were closest to them and most loved. Not so many that it was not intimate in itself but not so small that it would not include those closest to Daedalus in his clan. 

The other Primogens were there although the only one not taking part in the ceremony was Cameron. This was perhaps not as much of a slight as it was because of his unfriendly relations with the others. He did participate in his own way. Even he knew what a sacred event this was and would not spoil it by showing disregard for the participants. Cameron provided whatever was necessary for the provisions and decor, at Lillie’s request.

Cameron felt honored that Lillie requested his assistance in the mundane matter of providing the marriage feast and decorations. It wasn’t that he personally did this but he did oversee the entire arrangement. He was a businessman and knew that this would be good for business. Thus, the Brujah were regally represented at this happy occasion.

It was now time for the ceremony to begin. Lillie took Elaine’s left hand and Julian took Daedalus’ right hand and they joined the two as Daedalus spoke first. These words were not the traditional wedding vows. At that moment his heart was so happy that it felt as if it filled the entire room and his words came spontaneously from that feeling. 

Daedalus spoke slowly, and while his voice was softer than usual, it’s tone carried throughout the Grand Hall filled with such love and humility for this woman who inspired him to follow his heart over a year ago and was now standing before him promising to stay at his side for the rest of their lives.

"Thank you Elaine, for your trust and faith in me. For believing in our love and making my life complete. I, for my part, will cherish you and will never allow a dark moment to enter your life again as long as we live." Suddenly, with deep emotion, Daedalus put his left hand on her cheek and said, "You have given me back my life that I forsook thousands of years ago and today I begin to live again." 

Shaken by the tremor in his voice and feeling Cash’s hand at his elbow, Daedalus found he was unable to go on.

Looking up into eyes black as night it seemed to Elaine she was seeing into his mind and his heart. He was thanking her for allowing him to love her. How was it possible for her to receive such unconditional love from this man whose heart she had pierced once long ago? She looked deep into these eyes and finally understood, once and for all time, he felt no more pain from that morning and she was free to love him without guilt. She need never look back again with regret, but would from this day on, look to their future together. For this she was overcome with gratitude and from this feeling she spoke her vow.

"Daedalus, it is your face I live to see each new day and your heart that I am privileged to hold, so it is with deepest respect that I treasure your loving guidance in life now and for all our lives. You alone have taught me grace and humility and I will forever, gratefully, give you my unconditional love and support as I accept yours." 

She too was dealing with the emotion of expressing their love and devotion to each other in the presence of their friends and loved ones so was not able to go on.

It had been enough and all present heard and knew this was a marriage that would be filled with love and would endure with happiness any trials ahead of them.

As in human wedding ceremonies, there was a ring to be given to the Bride. 

Elaine handed the lovely white Calla Lilies she held to Sasha as Cash handed the ring to Daedalus who gently slid it up the index finger of Elaine’s left hand. It was a gold band that signified their unending bond. Again, Julian and Lillie put their hands together with Daedalus and Elaine’s as Julian gave them his blessing and Lillie followed his lead. 

For a single moment Daedalus and Elaine were alone again in their little world of two when Daedalus felt a gentle nudge from his Best Man and they heard Julian tell him it would be a good time to kiss his Bride. The nudge from Cash brought Daedalus back to reality and he turned his head slightly to see the waiting, almost teasing, expression in Julian’s eyes. With the corner of his lips turned up slightly in almost a sheepish grin, Daedalus realized they had stood there lost in the moment and had kept everyone waiting for them to complete the ceremony in the customary way. 

The real kiss might have come later but when Daedalus turned back to Elaine, he saw the longing and the loving in her eyes. Moved by the powerful emotion he felt coming from the strong heart of his Toreador Bride, he was overcome by it and gathered her into his arms for their first kiss as a united couple. They had already shared with their friends and family what was in their hearts so this impassioned display of their love was fitting as Julian announced that they were husband and wife.
