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Despite the intense competition in the music industry, one local musician is making a name for himself in the Christian music arena.  
Phil Wickham, a 19-year old Palomar student has sold over 6,000 records in the last few months as sales continue to boom. This newfound success has been an incredible learning experience for Wickham as he has gone from being the son of a worship leader to a well known musician among the Christian flock. 

Wickham was destined to be a musician since before he was born. “My mom was recording her album while I was in the womb,” Wickham said. 

Since the day he was born, he had the sounds of singing and  guitar chords ringing in his ears. “I grew up in a family of musicians,” Wickham said. 

His father, John Wickham, has been playing music since for over 30 years. He is the worship leader at Maranatha Chapel in Escondido. His older brother, Evan, plays guitar and piano and leads the congregation in worship at Calvary Chapel of Vista. And his younger sister Jillian sings for the high school group at Calvary Vista.

Wickham spent half of his adolescent life living in Orange County and spending most of his time just being a kid. In the summer of 1997, at the age of 13, he moved down to San Diego. Moving away from his friends, family, and everything familiar was a blessing in disguise, he said. “I didn’t have any friends, so I picked up a guitar,” Wickham said. 

And once he picked it up, he never put it down. “I would just sit in my room for four or five hours a day and play guitar,” Wickham said. So, the level of his musical ability progressed much quicker than most musicians. 

By the time he reached high school, his musical abilities were beginning to get noticed at his church, and at his Christian high school, Calvary Christian. He started playing for the high school youth group at Calvary Vista on Wednesday nights.

As he became better known, Wickham said people began to question whether he had talent or was he becoming popular because of his dad. He didn’t believe that he was in his dad’s shadow, rather, he was in his dad’s light.

He credits his family a lot with his recognition. “My dad’s integrity in his music gave the family a good name,” Wickham said.  

By his junior year in high school, Wickham was playing in front of massive crowds at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa every Thursday, leading them in worship. Those performances were also being broadcasted on national radio and over a webcast, boosting his popularity and the amount of people that knew about him. Phil then began playing in churches and venues a few times a week. 

One of the catalysts in Phil’s musical career was an event called Worship Generation that he played throughout Southern California. This was a Christian conference put together by ex-pro surfer, Joey Buran. It featured multiple speakers, musicians and bands and drew massive crowds from all over California.

For being a new, unsigned artist in the music industry, Phil has toured extensively. He has gone on tour in Scotland three times and England twice. During one of his two tours in Ireland, he was touring with pro skater Jamie Thomas. He has also played in Hungary. He said that the people in England and Ireland were more receptive toward the music than they are here. “Over there people were just into the music. It didn’t matter if they were Christian or not,” Wickham said. He said kids would come up to him after he played and say, “I don’t belive in that stuff, but that was amazing.”

 “Scotland was a little more rough, because the people weren’t as receptive,” Phil said.

His local travels include much of northern California, Las Vegas and Pheonix, and his travels are beginning to branch out from the desert southwest into other parts of the U.S. He is heading to Chicago to play on Halloween.

Phil began recording his album in 2002 at his home studio in Escondido. He produced it himself with help from his father. He spent close to a year recording and mastering the tracks on the album, but said it was worth it for him. 

“Recording is a long, tiring, weary, extremely fun, yet extremely patience-testing process,” Wickham said. 

He said working with his father wasn’t the easiest thing in the world. “It was tough because a lot of times I would lose my perspective on who he was and say things that I shouldn’t have,” Wickham said. “I found myself having to go and apologize a lot.”

Since its release in the fall of this year, the record has sold more than 6,000 copies. “Honestly I don’t know how we sold all those albums,” Wickham said. Through his connection with Calvary Chapel, he got his album in several Christian bookstores throughout California, which he said helped to sell numerous copies.

Wickham’s musical interests include Coldplay, the Beatles, U2 and Radiohead. “I grew up listening to he Beatles,” Wickham said. 

U2 is plays a part in influencing his music, not so much in the music itself, but more in the integrity that they keep while playing it. “I love U2 for several reasons,” he said. “They have substance in their songs, and they have kept that as they have gone mainstream and they haven’t compromised their beliefs.” 

That image is what Phil says he would love to have in the future. “I would love to keep substance in my songs and keep a reality, which is Jesus Christ,” Wickham said. “I love Radiohead, but I can’t even call them an influence in my music because they are just so amazing,” Wickham said. 

The lyrical content in his songs is inspired by his faith and his life. “In my life, I believe with all my heart that God is real and true,” Wickham said. And that comes out in his songs with tracks like “You Are Everything” and “All For You.” It says it in the name of his cd, “Give You My World.” 

Currently he is working on writing new songs with longtime friend Sean Cimino, who also plays on his album, and is constantly playing at churches and Christian events.

Most of the time he plays, he is leading people in worshipping God. “Anybody who does what I do, needs to realize that it’s not a performance. You are up there leading people in worshipping God,” Wickham said. “It’s rad to impact people’s lives with what you love,”

