What are OEM parts? 

PARTS IS NOT PARTS

First off let us explain the title of this excerpt. What we mean by "parts is not parts" is that not all parts are created equally. Unfortunately the moped industry has fallen victim to a major advertising faux pa, in that there are now countless dealers falsely advertising parts on the internet. This is done somewhat unwittingly, however it hurts the industry when such selling techniques are practiced. What I am talking about here is misrepresentation in the item description of many of the parts being offered to consumers who assume they are ordering original parts. In many cases there is nothing wrong with these aftermarket parts and in some cases these are the only parts that are available. However, this should be reflective in the price and it should be stated to the customer. It seems simple enough, and you would not even think it was a problem. An auto parts store is not legally allowed to advertise a sale on Ford radiators when what they really sell are radiators that will fit a Ford. 

For example one shop is currently selling pistons labeled as a Motobecane Piston. The asking price is $59.95. Pretty steep considering these aftermarket pistons have a suggested retail from the manufacturer of less than $20.00. Additionally there are actually 20 completely different pistons available for the Motobecane. It's available in 10 different sort sizes each with a .01mm difference in piston diameter and in two different piston ring configurations. Now I am not saying that this "one size fits all" piston is valueless, and if it is all that you have, then you really don't have much choice. But again the customer should be aware that the factory recommends a certain size and quality piston and that the piston will not meet those requirements. And of course the price should be adjusted accordingly. 

At the Moped WareHouse we have extensive knowledge of the small variances between so called" identical " parts and work closely with you to help you get the correct factory parts. Though the Moped WareHouse specializes in Non Aftermarket parts, we always let the customer know what type of part they are getting. 

The following is a list of definitions used by us and these terms are common throughout the entire parts industry:

NOS = New old stock = parts labeled as new old stock are simply parts that have been in stock for an extended period of time. If the part is still available but the quality has gone down NOS parts usually will cost more than the currently available part. Especially so if it has undergone cosmetic changes.

OEM = Original Equipment Manufacturer = this means that the part you are getting may or may not have come from the original distributor but it has been manufactured by the original manufacturer that supplied the original distributor. 

NLA = This term I see often on moped sites to indicate the product is No Longer Available. (How can that be if they are selling it?) In the parts industry NLA means No Longer Acceptable. The part has been found to be either of inadequate or unsafe design and has been replaced by another product redesigned for that purpose. 

QA = Quality aftermarket = This is used to designate a product that has been reproduced to the OEM specifications. It means that this part has been manufactured using the same process as the original, and of the same materials. This piece should be of identical fit and finish as the original piece however it may contain physical alterations that will not affect its performance. 

SA = Standard Aftermarket = This is a product that has been reproduced to meet the physical requirements of the OEM part. It may have cosmetic changes and it may have physical changes but it will be usable for its intended application. It may have undergone changes so as to allow its use on a broader range of products. 

SSA = Sub standard aftermarket = this designation is used when a product has been either poorly reproduced or has been reproduced not to OEM specification. The aforementioned piston is a good example of this as it has been designed to fit properly only 1 in 20 mopeds. 

In closing, it is important that when comparison shopping you compare apples to apples and oranges to oranges. If you call two shops and ask for an item such as a inlet needle for an Indian moped and the first one asks you for the brand of carburetor and the production date or horsepower of the moped and the second one just gives you a price and asks for your credit card number; you can be assured that if you purchase from the later you will receive either the wrong or an inferior part. Additionally You should expect to pay more for the correct original part. You would not walk into a Mercedes dealer and complain to the parts guys that you can get a new starter for you E320 down at Pep Boys for $49.95. Because if you think they are the same part they are not. 

-Moped Guru 

