Scene-by-Scene 'Passion' Reference Guide

By Darrell Bock 

Most scenes in Mel Gibson's "The Passion of the Christ" are taken from the Bible. But as anyone who has read the Gospel accounts knows, there are differences in the way each Gospel tells the story. The scripture citations below give a scene-by-scene guide to the relevant Bible passages, making it easy to compare the different gospel accounts with each other and with the movie.

The chart also highlights (in pale pink) the scenes in the movie which are not Biblical. As Gibson himself has acknowledged, when he needed to fill in narrative gaps, he often drew inspiration from the visions of Sister Anne Emmerich, a 19th century German nun whose mystical visions were recorded in "The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ." 

	Gethsemene
	Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46

	Disciples sleep
	Mt 26:40, 45; Mk 14:37,41; Lk 22:45

	Judas with priests 
	Mt 26:14-16; Mk 14:10-11; Lk 22:2-3

	Back to prayer in Gethsemene 
	prayer like the Psalms

	* Dialogue with Satan in Gethsemene
	

	Flashback: serpent's head crushed by Jesus 
	(allusion to Gen 3:15)

	Arrest of Jesus 
	Jn 18:5-6 cited

	Jesus Asks Judas about betrayal with a kiss 
	Lk 22:48

	Fight with Malchus losing ear 
	Jn 18:10

	Jesus tells Peter to put sword away 
	Mt 26:52

	Malchus' ear healed 
	Lk 22:51

	* Mary awakes as Jesus suffers
	Jewish Passover liturgy used

	* Peter and Machus face to face
	

	* Jesus and Judas face to face

	* Payment to people to come to courtyard
	

	Jesus before Jewish leaders [* at temple locale] 
	Mt 26:57; Mk 14:53; Lk 22:54; Jn 18:13

	* Two Marys among the soldiers

	Dream of Pilate's wife
	Mt 27:19

	* Flashback: Jesus as carpenter and Mary

	Examination by Jews 
	Mt 26:57-68; Mk 14:53-65; Lk 22:54-71

	Charges collage (does magic, casts out demons by demons; such charges appear earlier in the gospels)
	Mk 3:22; Mt 12:24; Lk 11;15; claims to be bread of life- John 6

	Is this how you speak to High Priest? 
	Jn 18:22

	Said he would destroy the temple
	Mt 26:61; Mk 14:58

	Debate over witnesses on temple charge
	Mt 26:59-60

	* Jesus defended by some Jews

	High Priest: Are you the Christ?
	Mk 14:61

	I am and you will see the Son of Man
	Mk 14:62

	Clothes ripped and blasphemy charge
	Mt 26:67-68; Mk 14:63-64

	Mocking by High Priest (and others)
	Mt 26:67-68; Mk 14:65

	Peter's denials
	Mt 26:69-75; Mk 14:66-72; Lk 22:56-62; Jn 18:25-27

	Flashback: Peter I will go where you go 
	Mt 26:33; Mk 14:29; Lk 22:33

	* Peter meets with Mary and confesses denials
	

	Judas offers back money 
	Mt 27:5

	* Judas confronted by kids/demons
	

	* Mary kisses floor/Jesus hangs by chains

	* Pilate's wife pleads to him not to hurt Galilean

	* Pilate refers to Jewish rabble

	Jesus before Pilate 
	Lk 23:2-5

	Collage of charges
	Sabbath charge is earlier in gospels

	Claims to be Messiah
	Lk 23:2

	Do not pay Rome tribute 
	Lk 23:2

	Pilate: Charge him by your own law
	Jn 18:31

	Leaders press for a charge
	Mk 15:3; Luke 23:5

	Pilate: no charge worthy of death
	Lk 23:4

	Pilate: What is truth discussion with Jesus 
	Jn 18:38

	Pilate sends to Herod
	Lk 23:6-12

	Herod glad to see Jesus and wishes to see a miracle
	Lk 23:8

	* Herod: Are you the one whose birth was foretold?

	Jesus mocked
	Lk 23:10-11

	* Pilate discusses issue of truth with Claudia
	

	* Pilate deliberates his dilemma

	Jesus back before Pilate 
	Lk 23:13-16

	Pilate declares his innocence with Herod
	Lk 23:15

	Barabbas or Jesus
	Mt 27:15-23; Mk 15:6-14; Lk 23:17-23

	Barabbas freed
	Mt 27:20-21, 27; Mk 15;11, 15; Lk 23:18-23, 25; Jn 18:40

	Jesus beaten in attempt to avoid crucifixion (This is proposed in Scripture, timing of scourging is not entirely clear, whether before or after sentence to crucify)
	Mt 27:28-31; Mk 15:19; Mt 27:26; Mk 15:15

	Pilate: "Behold the man"
	Jn 19:5

	* Jesus: "My heart is ready, Lord"

	* Satan amidst the leadership and soldiers

	* Mary: "when will you be delivered from this"

	* Pilate's wife brings cloth to Mary
	

	* Satan walks with baby in arms

	* Mary wipes up Jesus' blood after scourge

	* Flashback: Mary Magdalene as woman caught in adultery 
	(Jn 7:53-8:11, but the woman is not named)

	Flashback: Footwashing by Jesus 
	Jn 13;1-20

	Flashback: Promise of Holy Spirit
	Jn 14:15-24

	Crown of Thorns and mocking
	Mt 27:29; Mk 15:17

	Jews: We have no king but Caesar
	Jn 19:15

	Jesus to Pilate: You have no power but what is given from above
	Jn 19:11a

	Jesus to Pilate: He who delivered me has the greater sin
	Jn 19:11b

	Pilate washes hands
	Mt 27:24

	Flashback: Last Supper
	Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20

	* Son of your handmaid

	Cross to Golgotha
	Mt 27:31b-32; Mk 15:20b-21; Lk 23:26-32

	Flashback: Palm Sunday
	Mt 21;1-9; Mk 11:1-10; Lk 19:28-40; Jn 12;12-19

	* Mary and Company following Jesus with Satan in crowd
	

	* Flashback: Mary rescues a falling Jesus as child

	* Jesus: "See I make all things new" 
	allusion to Rev 21:5

	* Jewish girl tries to bring Jesus water

	Mourning women
	Lk 23:26-32

	Simon of Cyrene helps with cross
	Mt 27:31b-32; Mk 15:20-b-21; Lk 23:26

	* Simon defends Jesus and tells them to stop
	

	Golgotha
	Mt 27:33; Mk 15:22; Lk 23:33; Jn 19:17

	Flashback: Sermon on Mount and forgive persecutors 
	Mt 5:44; Lk 6:27-28

	Flashback: I am the Good Shepherd 
	Jn 10:11

	Flashback: Last Supper
	Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20

	* Cross falls forward to secure nails (also nails would go in wrists not middle of hands)

	The plaque on the cross
	Jn 19:19-20; Lk 23:38; Mk 15:26; Mt 27:37

	Flashback: last supper and cup
	Mt 26:27-28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:20

	Jesus: Forgive them, they know not what they do
	Lk 23:34

	Thief mocks Jesus
	Lk 23:39

	Chief priests mock (not just High Priest)
	Mt 27:41-42; Mk 15:31-32; Lk 23:35

	Confessing thief
	Lk 23;40-42

	Jesus to confessing thief: Today in paradise
	Lk 23:43

	* Someone to mockers: Listen he prays for you

	* Bird plucks out eyes of mocking thief

	Darkness
	Mt 27:45; Mk 15:33; Lk 23;44

	Casting lots for clothes
	Mt 27:35; Mk 15:24

	* Mary kisses Jesus' feet
	

	* Mary cries to Jesus

	Jesus: "I thirst"
	Jn 19:28

	Offer of gall to drink
	Mt 27:34; Mk 15:23

	Jesus: "Woman behold your son"
	Jn 19:26-27

	Jesus: "My God, my God…..
	Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34

	Jesus: "It is accomplished" 
	Jn 19:30

	Jesus: "Into your hands I commit my Spirit 
	Lk 23:46

	* One tear from heaven 

	Earthquake 
	Mt 27:51

	* Temple cracks in two 

	* Satan cries out in pain 

	Spear in side (Blood and water) 
	Jn 19:31-34

	* The three take Jesus from the cross with another 

	Empty Tomb/Resurrection 
	Mt 28; Mk 16; Lk 24; Jn 20


The above reference guide was prepared by Darrell Bock. Darrell Bock is Research Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary in Dallas, Texas. He has contributed several essays to the Search for Jesus course including "Jesus and the End Times."  

	
Because Scripture is silent on certain details, Mel Gibson drew from extrabiblical sources, and his imagination, to craft his Passion
By the Beliefnet Staff

"I wanted to be true to the Gospels," Gibson has said of his goals in creating The Passion of the Christ. In an introduction to a book about his movie, he wrote, "Holy Scripture and accepted visions of the Passion were the only possible texts I could draw from to fashion a dramatic film."

But because scripture is silent on certain details of the Passion, several scenes in the movie aren’t found in the Bible. Many of Gibson’s additions are quite plausible embellishments of brief biblical mentions. Some came from other religious sources, like the visions of the German nun Anne Catherine Emmerich and the Spanish nun Mary of Agreda, who both saw mystic visions of Jesus' Passion and the events surrounding it. And a few scenes, apparently, are inventions--often artistically daring ones.

It’s hard to divine a pattern from the portions that were added. Some seem to highlight the Jewishness of Jesus and his family. For example, at one point when Jesus is first being beaten, Mary awakens, as if from a nightmare. Sensing Jesus’ pain, she says in Hebrew, "Why is this night unlike any other night?" This echoes a famous part of the Jewish liturgy for Passover, the season during which Jesus was crucified. Other added scenes seem to make Caiaphas more villainous and Pontius Pilate more sympathetic. Still others just seem to make for a more dramatic narrative.

Jesus prays in Gethsemane

Bible references: Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: Satan watches as Jesus prays (Jesus’ prayers are drawn from the Psalms); Satan tempts Jesus, saying, "Do you really believe one man can carry this burden? ... saving their souls is too costly"; Satan sends a snake to bite Jesus; Jesus crushes the snake’s head in an allusion to Genesis 3:15.

Source: Many movie details relating to Satan are drawn from Sister Anne Emmerich’s visions, recorded in The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. In The Dolorous Passion, Satan says to Jesus, "Takest thou even this sin upon thyself? Art thou willing to bear its penalty? Art thou prepared to satisfy for all these sins?" Emmerich also envisioned "the serpent ... This odious reptile of gigantic size ... " in Gethsemane.

Other considerations: The Dolorous Passion spends much time on Gethsemane and draws many Adam-Christ/Eve-Mary parallels. The book also refers to the serpent later in the narrative, when Jesus is near death and is entrusting Mary to John’s care. "It did not appear to me in the least surprising that Jesus should call the Blessed Virgin ‘Woman,’ instead of ‘Mother.’ I felt that he intended to demonstrate that she was that woman spoken of in Scripture who was to crush the head of the serpent, and that then was the moment in which that promise was accomplished in the death of her Son." 

Payment to people to come to courtyard

Bible references: Matthew 26:59-60
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  In the movie but not the Bible: In a very brief scene, money is seen changing hands, with the implication that people are being paid to testify against Jesus. This probably refers to Matthew 26, which says "The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death." But no money is mentioned in the Gospels. Other sources: The Dolorous Passion says, "The High Priests now sent for those whom they knew to be the most bitterly opposed to Jesus, and desired them to assemble the witnesses... . The proud Sadducees ... whom Jesus had so often reproved before the people, were actually dying for revenge. They hastened to all the inns to seek out those persons whom they knew to be enemies of our Lord, and offered them bribes in order to secure their appearance." 
Arrest of Jesus, Malchus’ ear healed

Bible references: Jn 18; Lk 22; Mt 26:52 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: Before the guards approach, Jesus tells some of his apostles, "I don’t want them to see me this way," referring to other apostles; when Jesus, in chains, is being led away, he falls and dangles from a wall. As he dangles, Jesus and Judas face each other. 

Mary’s reaction to Jesus’ suffering 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: As Jesus is being tortured in Gethsemane, Mary awakens in her home and says, "What makes this night different from all other nights?" -- a reference to the Jewish Passover liturgy. 

Other sources: The Dolorous Passion says that "During this agony of Jesus, I saw the Blessed Virgin also overwhelmed with sorrow and anguish of soul... . I saw these interior movements of her soul towards Jesus... . I beheld the spiritual communication which they had with each other." Mary of Agreda, a Spanish nun, also saw visions of Mary. Her Mystical City of God relates that Mary sensed Jesus’ pain even when far away from him. However, neither nun references the Passover liturgy. 

Jesus comes before Jewish leaders at temple locale

Bible references: Mt 26:57; Mk 14:53; Lk 22:54; Jn 18:13 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: Mary, Jesus’ mother, and Mary Magdalene are depicted as standing among the soldiers. In the Gospels, they don’t appear until much later in the narrative. 

Other sources: The Dolorous Passion describes how "Mary, with Magdalen, John, and the holy women, stood in a corner of the forum, trembling and weeping." The City of God says Mary witnessed many pre-crucifixion events either in the flesh or in visions. 

Pontius Pilate’s wife advises Pilate

Bible references: Mt 27:19 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: The Bible references Pilate’s wife only once, and not by name; she sends her husband a message about Jesus saying, "Have nothing to do with this righteous man--I have suffered much in a dream because of him." In the film, Pilate and his wife have several conversations about what he should do.

Other sources: Sister Anne Emmerich’s Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ describes interactions between Pilate and his wife, who is depicted as a sympathetic proto-Christian character. 

Mary of Agreda’s City of God attributes more mercenary motives to Pilate’s wife: "Despairing of success, the demons betook themselves to the wife of Pilate and spoke to her in dreams, representing to her that this Man was just and without guilt, that if her husband should sentence Him he would be deprived of his rank and she herself would meet with great adversity." 

Jesus, the carpenter

Bible references: Mt 13:55 
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  In the movie but not the Bible: A flashback to Jesus as a younger man shows him testing the quality of a new table while Mary, his mother, works inside. She comes outside to look at his handiwork, and they have a conversation. Though drawing from the Gospel’s description of Jesus as "the carpenter’s son," the scene itself is not in the Bible. 

Jesus examined by Jewish authorities

Bible references: Mt 26:57-68; Mk 14:53-65; Lk 22:54-71; Mk 3:22; Mt 12:24; Lk 11;15; John 6; Jn 18:22; Mt 26:61; Mk 14:58; Mt 26:59-60; Mk 14; Mt 26
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  In the movie but not the Bible: A high priest says, "You’re all under his spell." Later in the scene, Jesus is defended by some Jewish high priests, who say, "This entire proceeding is an outrage," "Who called this? Where are the other members of the council?" and "This is a travesty--a beastly travesty."

Other influences: Emmerich’s detailed vision of the Jewish trial shows the high priests Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea defending Jesus. "Nicodemus increased the rage of the enemies of Jesus by pointing out the passages in the archives which proved the right of the Galileans ... the anger of the Pharisees was heightened by his remarking that the members of the Council had cause to be greatly offended at the gross contradictions in the statements of the witnesses, and that the extraordinary and hurried manner in which the whole affair had been conducted showed that malice and envy were the sole motives which induced the accusers." 

Peter denies Jesus

Bible references: Mt 26:69-75; Mk 14:66-72; Lk 22:56-62; Jn 18:25-27
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  In the movie but not the Bible: Peter meets with Mary and confesses his denial, calling Mary "mother."
Source: The Dolorous Passion describes this scene: "Peter rushed out... . By the light of the torches he soon recognised John and the Blessed Virgin, but the sight of them only renewed those dreadful feelings of remorse... . ‘Mother!’ exclaimed Peter, in a dejected tone, ‘O, Mother, speak not to me--thy Son is suffering more than words can express: speak not to me! They have condemned him to death, and I have denied him three times.’"

Judas’ remorse

Bible reference: Mt 27
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  In the movie but not the Bible: Judas is tormented by demons and confronted by street children who chase him prior to his suicide; as Judas hangs himself, a donkey carcass decays nearby.

Source: The Dolorous Passion spends an entire chapter on Judas’ torment, describing him "rushing to and fro like a madman in the valley of Hinnom: Satan was by his side in a hideous form, whispering in his ear, to endeavour to drive him to despair, all the curses which the prophets had hurled upon this valley, where the Jews formerly sacrificed their children to idols." The chapter also mentions carcasses: "They shall go forth, and behold the carcasses of those who have sinned against me, whose worm dieth not, and whose fire shall never be extinguished."

As the chapter ends, Emmerich describes Judas hearing "discordant sounds from the city ... Overcome by despair Judas tore off his girdle, and hung himself on a tree which grew in a crevice of the rock."


