FINALIST BIOGRAPHIES & CONTACT INFORMATION

MIRANDA WILLETTE:

“I have been writing for 12 years. I am not a slam poet, I am barely a poet. 
I write because my life depends upon it. I write myself out of death each 
day. Every poem is a reminder of who I am, who I have been and who I am 
becoming. If this makes me a poet, then I will live, breath and die within 
poetry.”

willette4176@msn.com
SAMUEL RUTLEGDE:

“Samuel Rutledge has been a performance poet for five years. He has participated in all three seasons of the Eugene Poetry Slam, and went to Nationals as a member of Team Eugene 2004. Samuel thinks of himself as an explorer as much as he is a writer, picking through the dregs of sensation and emotion in search of understanding. He strives to take a novel approach to expressing universal aspects of the human experience, and hopes that maybe sometimes he gets it right.”

samuelrutledge@gmail.com
GL MORRISON:

“G.L. Morrison is a white, working-poor, righteous, left-leaning, omnivorous, vitamin-deficient, professional poet, publitrix, writing teacher, reluctant journalist, and sometimes scrawler of fiction, essays, and bathroom graffiti. Her muse is fueled by Dr. Pepper and social injustice. An über cyberdyke, she wrangles two queernet.org e-mail groups for lesbian and bisexual writers “Lesbian-Writers” and “L-ink”. Her work has appeared in more than 50 magazines and anthologies. She is a six-time first place (cash prize) winner of Oregon State Poetry Association contests and has received a variety of prizes and other honorariums from the OSPA and other prestigious poetry organizations. Other awards include (1994) Northwest Playwright Prize, (1996) 2nd place National Haiku Poet, the Boston Amazon Slam, and (2004) Expressionist Poetry Prize.”

glzenfish@yahoo.com
MICHAEL MUNKVOLD:

“Michael Munkvold is a relative newcomer to the Eugene poetry scene and has only existed on the Slam scene for...well, let's see, what time is it now? He digs poetry and art of all kinds, including that of his competitors (though not so much that he isn't looking forward to beating them.) He loves writing, performance, and referring to himself in the third person in self-written bios.”

michaelmunkvold@hotmail.com 

JON LABROUSSE:

“Jon Labrousse used to make beer money ghostwriting love poems and 
singing telegrams. Since having children, he spends most of his 
creative energy battling super-villains and devising ways to sneak 
veggies into macaroni and cheese. He also teaches high school part 
time.” 

poet@efn.org 

JASON GRAHAM:

“stompin around like Bromden
hiding like a mountain 
writing and beat boxing and learning learning and on 
Jason Graham lives in Bend Oregon 
but hoo boy he’s itching for a walkabout 
‘know you make it so what you gonna make it’
feel free to drop by sometime 
the door is just a formality 
peace and love and blessings 
right on write on”

indribink@yahoo.com 

KITT JENNINGS:

“By the time anyone reads this, what Kitt Jennings currently does for a 
living will probably have changed. What remains constant is her love of the 
word, spoken and written, which she sees as a way to make the world more 
human. Whether a vehicle for activism/social change or a catalyst for 
dialogue it is a powerful way to share experiences. She also considers 
poetry the best possible reason to quit one's job and move to a different 
state. Kitt was a member of Eugene's 2004 Slam Team and is a part of the 
performance poetry troupe Skulduggery.”

adulithien@hotmail.com 

JES PAINTER:

“Jes Painter, a product of many cities, has organized a number of art
fundraising galas including "Through the Keyhole", Eugene 2002; "What
Would Bill Cosby Do?", Brooklyn 2004; and "Dental Damn!", Eugene 2005.
She's a slam poet, painter, lighting technician and she cooks a mean
potato mash.”

downtowntrain@gmail.com 

