The following are a selection of possible activities to use in class to help make newspapers a more viable and useful learning tool. All the materials used in the presentation will be available through the ETJ-Oita website at www.geocities.com/etj_oita05/
If you have any questions or comments about the ideas presented please feel free to contact me at gweedon_1971@nifty.com
I hope the ideas presented prove to be useful in your classrooms

All the Best

Simon Goddard Weedon

Text Attack Skills

Activity 1
Genre Finding;


Look through the paper and find the page numbers for the following;

National News, International News, Editorial, Horoscope, Business, Sports etc
Activity 2
Scanning for numbers
Students are given a time limit to scan the text and highlight all the numbers they can see. Once this is finished they answer number based comprehension questions: 
e.g. How many….?,  When …..?

Activity 3
Scanning for capital letters
Students are given a time limit to scan the text and highlight all the capital letters they can see. Once this is finished they answer People/Place/Company based comprehension questions: 
e.g. Who….?,  Where …..?

Activity 4
Lexical Chain

Students read quickly through the article and highlight all the word that relate to one topic. e.g. Students read a movie review and find all the words related to movies; ‘actor, director, shoot’ etc.
Activity 5
Grammaring the headline
Students look at a headline and ‘add in’ the missing grammar. E.g. 
Survey finds people feeling under-exercised, more obese
becomes

A Survey has found that people are feeling under-exercised and more obese

Activity 5b
Creating paragraph sub-headlines

Students read the first line of each paragraph and try to take out grammatical words to create a new headline
Activity 6
Visual representation
Students take information from the text and put it into columns, graphs, tables.
Activity 7
Ordering Information
Students put events in a news story into chronological order

Speed Reading
Newspaper articles are an ideal source of reading material for developing reading speed and comprehension. It’s easy to find articles of 300 – 500 word length, which is ideal for classroom practice. If you download the articles from the internet you can also check them for vocabulary difficulty at www.lextutor.ca/
Pre-Reading Tasks

Students complete a task before reading to activate knowledge of the topic or of language patterns and lexis they will meet in the article. e.g. Before reading an article on university reaction to High School students not studying compulsory subjects the students complete the following task
What subjects did you study/are you studying/will you study at High School?

Which ones are compulsory?

Do you think they should be compulsory?

Reading Section
· Teacher sets a time limit depending on the length of the article and the level of the students.

· Write 10 second intervals on the board up to the time limit

· Students read the article and record how long they took by checking the time on the board. They then write the time on the article

· Now, the students turn the article over and answer the comprehension questions without referring back to the article

· Students record their score next to the reading time.

· If students score over 50% encourage them to try and increase their reading speed over subsequent lessons

Language Transfer

Activity 8

Role Play
After reading the students role play a conversation between two of the people mentioned in the story, or take on the roles of reporters or TV hosts discussing the story.

Activity 9

TV News report
Students can use a range of stories from the newspaper to create a full TV News show including; National News, International news, Sports and Weather. If there’s a large class, split into groups and have each group create a different section of the news programme with a news anchor and live news report in each group’s presentation.

Activity 10

Letter to the Editor
After reading an article, the students practice writing a letter to the Yomiuri Editor, giving their opinion. Make sure they complete the letter within the word limit stated in the newspaper. The class could also choose the best letter to send to the paper, and the teacher can submit it for publication.
Activity 1

	
	Page number
	Order read
(you)
	Order read

(partner)

	National News
	
	
	

	International News
	
	
	

	Weather
	
	
	

	Editorial
	
	
	

	Business
	
	
	

	Letters
	
	
	

	Features
	
	
	

	Sports
	
	
	

	TV
	
	
	

	Obituaries
	
	
	

	Exchange Rates
	
	
	

	Cartoons
	
	
	


Activity 4
Choose an article and make a lexical chain of all the words connected to a single theme

	


Activity 5
Choose a news article and record the main events in chronological order

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
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