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ETJ Meeting – June 5th 2005 Meeting Minutes
Attendees 

Simon Weedon (Coordinator)

Oliver Kavanagh (Committee Member)

Monica Shinozaki



Michi Mizobe

Yuka Yoshida



Tomomi Weedon

Introduction

Simon Weedon briefly thanked attendees and gave an outline of the plan for the meeting

Workshop 1

Student grouping and classroom layout to maximise success of activities (Simon Weedon)

Main Points

· A lot of good classroom activities fail because the grouping of the students or the physical layout of the classroom impede the activity

· Teachers have 3 methods of grouping students
Controlled – teacher calls out the names of students who then form a group

Semi controlled – teacher uses an activity to form the groups (NOTE this method also allows incidental practice and review of previously studied language)

Uncontrolled – the students are asked to get into groups

· Changing the physical set up of the classroom can have enormous benefits 

** students are less reliant / focused on the teacher

** students are able to relate quickly to other members of their group

** teacher can circulate and monitor more effectively

· Passing control of some of the activity to the students maintains motivation

· Putting active / energetic activities at the end of the class can be beneficial.

ACTIVITY 1 attendees were split into 2 groups, one group received a set of cards with one half of a question & the other received the matching half (see Resource 1). They guess the full sentence to ‘win’ the card from the other group

Activity – The game was an information gap practicing high frequency question patterns

Grouping – small groups were chosen to maximize participation

Organisation – The organization of the groups was controlled by the ‘teacher’
ACTIVITY 2 attendees had to rank themselves from1 to 5 based on the month of their birthday. The groups were then split and  played an adjective – noun matching game (see Resource 2)

Activity – Vocabulary Game

Grouping – pairs / small groups to maximize participation. NOTE, attendees decided that the game could be played by a maximum group size of 4 students
Organisation – semi controlled. The grouping was decided by the attendees birthday month

Activity 3 attendees played the game ‘Stances’ (from Penny Ur’s Grammar Practice Activities’). 

Activity – describing  how someone is standing 

Grouping – 2 sets of pairs with the 5th student acting as judge

Organisation -  Uncontrolled
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	Traditional School Classroom
	Horse Shoe
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	Inner / Outer Circle
	Closed Pairs
	Groups

	Activity Stances: 

The students get a picture of a figure. They describe how the figure is    e.g. 

standing and another student tries to stand in the same way

	Pre Activity layout　Traditional
	Post activity layout  Traditional

	Grouping
	Layout

	Large groups
	
	Small groups
	· 
	Traditional
	
	Horse shoe
	

	Whole class
	
	Pairs
	· 
	Circle
	
	Inner/outer circle
	

	
	
	
	
	Closed pairs
	· 
	Groups
	

	Grouping method

	controlled
	
	Semi controlled

Ina 20 student class, give each student a number , 1 to 10. The 1’s get together 2’s get together etc.
	· 
	uncontrolled
	

	Modification for different age group
	Age group
	teenage

	In a KIDS class with young students (3 to 6) the teacher can give the instructions and the students try to copy. 

With a class of 6 to 12 year olds the difficulty can be controlled by using simple pictures for lower students. 

If there is an odd number of students e.g. class of 15 students, put the students in groups of 5 with 2 pairs and 1 student acting as a judge. The judge decides which pair matched the picture most closely
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	Traditional School Classroom


	Horse Shoe
	Circle
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	Inner / Outer Circle
	Closed Pairs
	Groups

	Activity Find Someone who: (see example www.geocities.com/etj_oita05/bingo.doc)

The students get a bingo board with information in each square. They ask members of the class a question and cross out the square if they get a “yes” answer. The winner is the first to complete the board

	Pre Activity layout inner / outer circle
	Post activity layout inner / outer circle

	Grouping
	Layout

	Large groups
	· 
	Small groups
	
	Traditional
	
	Horse shoe
	

	Whole class
	· 
	Pairs
	
	Circle
	
	Inner/outer circle
	· 

	
	
	
	
	Closed pairs
	
	Groups
	· 

	Grouping method

	controlled
	
	Semi controlled
	
	uncontrolled
	· 

	Modification for different age group
	Age group
	teenage

	Adults are usually happy to do this kind of activity too. The important thing is to keep the topic relevant and interesting to the age group. 

For younger kids they could be given simple questions and answers e.g. the bingo board has colours only and the students ask “Do you have blue? 
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	Inner / Outer Circle
	Closed Pairs
	Groups

	Activity Hot Potato: 

The students throw a ball to each other – when they throw the ball they have to ask a question. The person who catches the ball has to answer it. (5 second time limit to ask and answer)

	Pre Activity layout Traditional
	Post activity layout Traditional

	Grouping
	Layout

	Large groups
	· 
	Small groups
	
	Traditional
	
	Horse shoe
	· 

	Whole class
	· 
	Pairs
	
	Circle
	· 
	Inner/outer circle
	

	
	
	
	
	Closed pairs
	
	Groups
	· 

	Grouping method

	controlled
	
	Semi controlled
	
	uncontrolled
	· 

	Modification for different age group
	Age group
	teenage

	With younger students the question could be simple, or the game could be a vocabulary matching game e.g 

Student 1 banana

Student 2 yellow banana….tomato

Student 3 red tomato
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RESOURCE 1

	Have you


	been to this kind of meeting before?

	Where


	do you work?

	What age group


	do you teach?

	How did you find out


	about today’s meeting?

	How long have you


	been teaching?

	How many students


	do you usually have in a class?
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　RESOURCE 2
Vocabulary game

One student picks up a card and read the noun only e.g. restaurant. The other student(s) try and guess the adjective phrase

Student 1
restaurant

Student 2 
a new restaurant

Student 1 
No, try again

Student 2
A Japanese restaurant

Student 1 
No, but close

Student 2
An Italian restaurant

Student 1
Yes, that’s right

	An English Lesson


	An Italian restaurant
	A digital camera

	A long story


	A cold winter
	A sandy beach

	A new car


	A difficult decision
	A bad mood

	A pretty dress


	A clear sky
	A sunny day
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 ETJ-Oita. June 5th 2005 Workshop
Student grouping and classroom layout to maximize success of activities

Activity Glossary

	Activity
	Grouping
	Class layout

	Hot Potato

The students throw a ball to each other – when they throw the ball they have to ask a question. The person who catches the ball has to answer it. (5 second time limit to ask and answer)
	· Small group

· Whole class


	· Circle

· Horse shoe

	Info gap

Example. Each student has a movie theatre schedule, with information missing. They ask other students to fill in the missing information
	· Pairs

· 3s


	· closed pairs

· inner/outer circle

	“Find someone who”
The students get a bingo board with information in each square. They ask members of the class and cross out the square if they get a “yes” answer. The winner is the first to complete the board
	· whole class

· large groups
	· class mingle

· groups

· inner/outer circle



	Dictation race

A word, sentence or paragraph is put on the wall at the back of the class. One student from each team runs up, reads and remembers as much as possible then runs back and tells the group, and they try and write it down. The team to finish first wins
	· small groups

· pairs


	· groups

	Adjective game

One student has a card with an adjective + noun sentence e.g. blue sea. They read out the noun only and the other student tries to guess the sentence e.g
	· pairs

· 3s


	· closed pairs
· inner/outer circle

	Yuki: sea
	Mika: Is it deep sea?
	· 
	· 

	Yuki: No
	Mika: How about blue sea
	· 
	· 

	Yuki: Yes, that’s it!!
	
	· 
	· 

	Stances

The students get a picture of a stick figure. They describe how the figure is standing and another student tries to stand in the same way
	· pairs


	· closed pairs
· inner/outer circle

	Photo game

One Student gets a photo. The student now organizes the group to look like the photo. E.g. “Mika, stand at the back. Yuki, sit on the chair at the front
	· small groups


	· groups
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 ETJ-Oita. June 5th 2005 Workshop
How to use Japanese Effectively in class

The presentation looked at two key ideas when teaching children

· appropriate simplification of language

a number of classroom techniques were discussed that can help students get over the barrier of listening completely in English.

· allowing first language use to allow real communication to take place 

Oliver argued that by banning Japanese from the classroom we also prevent real incidental communication taking place between teacher and student (see example transcript below). He cited an example of a teacher who complained about a student who insisted on speaking Japanese because he wanted to talk about his father’s new car. The teacher followed school policy of not allowing any Japanese use and the student became frustrated and disruptive. If the teacher had allowed some L1 use and responded in English, the students would have been more responsive and would also have learned more in the class.

The presentation started with the following from “Donaldson, 1978 “..while things may be too difficult and hard for children to ‘give a verbal response’, with simplification and encouragement, Donaldson has proved that children as young as five can apply logical thought to what they are being asked.”
This was followed by activities highlighting classroom techniques
1. Topic highlighting – T: “your family, how many people are in your family?”
2. Providing examples – T: ”mother?, father?, sister?”
3. Use of gesture – T: “mother (holds up one finger, father (holds up a second finger)”
4. Using noun proper instead of pronoun – T: “your sister, what’s your sister’s name?” (NOT what’s her name?)
Following this the attendees were asked to think of how these techniques could be used to simplify the following:

1. What did you do yesterday?

2. Oh really? Did you get a new bike?……What colour is it?

In the next section Oliver presented a transcript of a conversation he had with a 4 year old student, and asked the attendees to consider the kinds of simplification used to ensure meaning

Following this, the attendees considered the following questions

Does this help with

· keyword listening skills?

· recognizing question intonation

· “get by” language (using words in place of sentences to communicate

· learning to take risks

· learning not to panic when they don’t understand

TRANSCRIPT

Teacher

What did you do yesterday?

Student

eiga mita

T

eiga?? What’s eiga?

S

T-Joy…Park Place (movie thetre ame)

T

oh, you watched a movie. What movie?

S

ehh???

T

The movie’s name. Harry Potter? Ultraman?

S

Tarzan. Tarzan suki?

T

yeah, but I realy like comedies

S

comed… (trying to imitate what the teacher said)

T

comedies. Like “ha, ha, ha” movies (gestures laughing)

S

amari suki ja nai

T

sorry?

S

no like

T

oh, you don’t like comedies (gestures by shaking head)

�








