Activities

1. Bingo – use flashcards, get students to make wordcards for clues. Use different grammar forms, questions, negatives, 2 line conversations.
2. Taboo – students receive a flashcard but can’t say the thing on the card. They have to describe it and the other students guess what it is. Can be used for vocabulary and grammar practice. E.g. a students ahs a picture of a supermarket and says “I’m buying some milk and eggs. I’m standing in a line. I’m paying money. I’m putting the food in a bag”
3. Survey – use a blank survey grid to give structure to students’ questions and answers 

4. Word Puzzles – Confuse your students!! Get them thinking about the puzzle and using English to solve it e.g. What’s the connection between: a snake, a man, a tripod, a chair, a spider and a squid?
5. Riddles – very good for practicing present simple and building vocabulary on a topic. E.g. I’m fragile. People don’t look at me, they look through me. You use me with juice. I’m stained in churches. (GLASS)
6. Pictionary – one student draws a picture to represent a word or action. The other students guess what it is. Can be made more challenging by setting rules for guessing. E.g. You have to say “Is it a….?” or “Does it start with the letter…?”
7. Do you…..? – In pairs or groups student ask questions like “Do you watch TV?. There are three answers – No, never (0 points), Yes, sometimes (1 point) and Yes, every day (3 points). The first person to 20 points wins.
Following this, the students look at the full grammatical answer, Yes I do / No I don’t. They then have the same conversation using the following model:

“Do you watch TV?.

Yes, sometimes. I like Sports and drama. How about you?

8. True Lies – write 3 statements about yourself, but make one of them untrue. The other people listen to the 3 statements and then try and guess which one is false.
Practices simple discussion language: e.g.

Student 1
I think she doesn’t live in Nobeoka

Student 2
Me too.

Student 3
Really? I think she doesn’t have a pet dog

9. Alibi – split the class into 2 groups. One half are bank-robbers. They have to make a story about what they did yesterday to prove they didn’t rob the local bank. All the group must keep the same story.

The other half are police officers. They make a list of questions to ask in a police interview.

The police conduct their interview then compare the stories and try to find differences. If there are too many differences the bank-robbers go to jail!!

10. Last week I went to Bon Belta and…… - students complete the sentence in alphabetical order. The team with the longest sentence wins. E.g. Last week I went to Bon Belta and bought an apple, a banana, some candy, a dress, some eggs, some fruit, some glasses, a hat………..
11. Describe and Draw – put students in pairs and get them to sit back to back so they can’t see each other. One student has a pen and paper and must draw a picture of the other student’s house. To get the information the student has to ask questions. E.g. how many windows are there? Are they big or small?
