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MICROSCOPY OF SOILS AND REGOLITHS IN TROPICAL AND SUBTROPICAL REGIONS

SHORT INTENSIVE TRAINING COURSE

Flemish Interuniversity Council – University Development Cooperation (VLIR-UOS)

August 31 to September 12, 2009

Ghent, Belgium

Organised by the International Training Centre for Post-Graduate Soil Scientists, Ghent University

Organiser : Prof. Dr. E. Van Ranst

Lecturers : Em. Prof. Dr. G. Stoops (Ghent University), Dr. V. Marcelino (Ghent University), Dr. F. Mees (Royal Museum for Central Africa), and guest lecturers

Place :
Department of Geology and Soil Science (WE13)
Ghent University

Krijgslaan 281 (S8)
B-9000 Gent

Belgium

Tel. : +32 (0)9 264 4626

Fax : +32 (09) 264 4997

E-mail : micropedology@ugent.be
Introduction

Micromorphology is the study of undisturbed soil and regolith material, including saprolites, using microscopic techniques. It aims at identifying the components of these materials and their relationships, in view of disentangling their genesis and functioning. It has applications in pedology, palaeopedology, geology and archaeology.

Course content
Introduction to micropedology, emphasising techniques of observation, description of soil thin sections and interpretation of micromorphological features. 
First week : sampling and thin section preparation procedures; identification of components and fabric analysis; quantification techniques; special observation techniques including SEM. 
Second week : applications in soil genesis and classification; in agronomy and soil conservation; in quaternary geology, archaeology and engineering geology.
About half of the course consists of practical exercises : short introduction to the use of the polarising microscope; study and systematic description of thin sections of various types of soil material.

Target audience

The course is directed to participants who use, or want to use, micromorphology as a technique for their research. The first part of the course (week 1) can serve both as an introduction to the subject, or as a refresher course for persons already acquainted with the basic principles of micromorphology. The second part (week 2) deals with applications in different fields. Depending on the audience, emphasis will be given to specific subjects. Parallel sessions will be organised if necessary.

Admission requirements

University degree in soil science, geology, agronomy, archaeology; basic knowledge of soil science and optical mineralogy. Sufficient knowledge of English.

Capacity

The maximum capacity of the course will be 26 trainees.

Scholarships

The Flemish Interuniversity Council - University Development Cooperation (VLIR-UOS) will award 12 to 18 scholarships, covering travel, registration fee, a daily allowance to students from developing countries of the VLIR-UOS country list. Please consult list on this website :  http://www.scholarships.vliruos.be/index.php?language=EN&navid=484&direct_to=Country%20list). Deadline for application is 30 April 2009.
Fee for other participants
The fee amounts to 200 EURO for candidates from developing countries without a VLIR-UOS scholarship and 400 EURO for participants from other countries. The fee includes tuition and all study materials.

Registration
All candidates, with our without being eligible for a VLIR-UOS scholarship, have to complete the application form below, and send it to the address mentioned on the form. 
The deadline for candidates who apply for VLIR-UOS scholarship is 30 April 2009.

The deadline for candidates who do not apply for VLIR-UOS scholarship is 15 June 2009.

For application form and other information please consult :
http://www.plr.ugent.be/short_training_course.html.
Accommodation
A number of rooms will be available at one of the Ghent University student homes. Priority will be given to students with a VLIR-UOS scholarship.

A youth hostel is located in the centre of the medieval town, to be reached by public transport : De Draecke, St. Widostraat 11, B-9000 Ghent. Tel. : +32 (0)9 233 70 50, Fax : +32 (0)9 233 80 01, gent@vjh.be. 
Information on Bed & Breakfast guesthouses and Hotels can be found through the website of the city of Ghent : http://www.visitgent.be.

APPLICATION FORM
SHORT INTENSIVE TRAINING COURSE (31/08/2009-12/09/2008)

	Name :      
First Name :      
M  FORMCHECKBOX 
 F  FORMCHECKBOX 

Date and place of birth :      
Language of education :      
Address (street, house number, postal code, town, country) :      
Passport number :      
Expiry date :      
Date and place of issue :      
E-mail address :      
Telephone number :      
Fax number :      
Degrees – type (BSc, MSc, PhD, other); institution having awarded the degree and date of delivery :      
Name and address of employer or name of university (for students) :      
Do you already have experience in the field of micromorphology ? Explain.      
How do you intend to apply micromorphology in your research or work? What is your main field of research ?      
Do you have facilities for micromorphological studies in your institute or university (microscopes, thin section preparation) ?      
Do you apply for a VLIR-UOS scholarship ?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 



Return the application form to : 

Prof. Dr. Eric Van Ranst

Ghent University - Department of Geology and Soil Science (WE 13)
ITC-Ghent

Krijgslaan 281 (S8)
9000 Gent

Belgium
Fax : +32 (09) 264 4997

E-mail : micropedology@ugent.be
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