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Abstract
The ESPzone website was created to fill a need.  ESP course books cannot contain enough relevant, up-to-date, authentic materials to satisfy the needs of language students.  Websites on the internet are an excellent means of filling the need.  I have created a forum for educators to suggest websites and lesson plans that are useful in ESP as well as general English as a second or foreign language classes.

Introduction

The aim of this paper is to explain the pedagogical rationale behind the development of the ESPzone website (www.geocities.com/espzone).  I will begin by giving an overview of English for Specific Purposes (ESP).  I will then examine the benefits of using authentic materials and discuss their advantages when used for ESP courses.  Next, I will explore the advantages of using technology, specifically the internet, in language learning classes.  Finally, the ESPzone website will be described and I will demonstrate its goals and relevance as a teaching tool.

ESP Overview

English for Specific Purposes, as we know it today, has evolved exponentially since its early days.  In the 1960s, teachers focused only on technical vocabulary (Smoak, 2003).  Some of the earliest publications cited in the field of ESP come from the late 1970’s (Hewings, 2002).  Today’s ESP is the teaching of specific skills in an all-English format.  Fields such as Business English, Tourism English and English for Academic Purposes (EAP) are examples of ESP.  There are an endless number of subcategories which would fall under the umbrella of ESP.

ESP includes teaching the cultural aspects of that course and the way in which those aspects affect the language and how it is used.  ESP requires that a synergy exists between the teaching of English and the new material.  Western rules of etiquette must factor into the curriculum.  Teaching hospitality students why to ask “Would you like another?” as opposed to “Do you want another?” is critical.  Teaching business students proper and improper ways to shake hands might be included in an English for Business Purposes course.

ESP classes must be taught differently from general conversation or grammar-intensive classes such as TOEIC/TOEFL preparation classes.  Understanding the needs of the students and the situations in which they will actually use the L2 is critical for the instructor.  For this reason, the class curriculum needs to include as many “real life” examples and situations as possible.

As you have seen, ESP classes are unique language classes in that the goal of the course is to prepare students to use English in order to be successful in their chosen field or profession.  Classes need to be taught in a format that resembles a role-play.  Teachers must help their students prepare for situations that they will likely encounter outside the classroom both linguistically and culturally.

Authentic Materials

The field of English for Specific Purposes (ESP), by its narrowly defined nature, requires the use of content materials that are not always constructed for the purpose of language learning  (Dumitrescu, p. 1).

In fact, many ESL/EFL classrooms can benefit from the use of authentic materials. Authentic materials can be defined as materials which were not created specifically for language classes.  Teachers hope to motivate their students to learn as well as keep the students’ level of motivation high.  One way to accomplish this is by using authentic materials.  As Kelly, Kelly, Offner and Volrand (2002) stated, “When used effectively, authentic materials help bring the real world into the classroom and significantly enliven the ESL class” (p. 5).

Authentic materials make students feel like they are studying something which they can use outside the classroom.  Using authentic materials gives students the opportunity to not only study the language, but also provides a window into the culture and allows the students to practice practical applications of the language, such as arranging a meeting or confirming a flight time (Spelleri, 2002).

Incorporating authentic materials into the curriculum is not, however, a simple process.  Creating successful lesson plans using authentic materials requires more preparation than textbook-based plans since the materials must be both applicable and adaptable to meet the needs of the students in that particular course (Dumitrescu, 2000).

There are several potential problems that can occur when introducing authentic materials into our language classes.  The materials must be appropriate for the linguistic ability levels of the students in the class.  To introduce materials which are too difficult would be demotivational for the students.  Some materials can also become out of date.  Students might not be as interested to study a newspaper article from twenty years ago on the topic of computers.  

We are fortunate that as language teachers in the twenty-first century, we are able to access authentic materials over the internet.   As Krajka (2000) said, 

Another benefit of the Internet lessons is that Web materials are completely 

authentic, unabridged and not prepared with a learner in mind, which can be 

sometimes difficult in terms of language, but extremely rewarding when students 

realise that what they read or write is real and belongs to the outside world, not 

the world of the classroom and textbook” (p. 3).

Learning with Technology/the Internet 

In the last ten years, Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) activities and the internet have opened up new areas for educators to utilize in their language classes.  Today’s technology includes, but is not limited to, advances such as electronic mail (e-mail), electronic lists, electronic journals, streaming audio and video, search engines, file transfers, as well as chat, audio, and video communication (LeLoup & Ponterio, 1997).

Current studies are producing mixed reviews concerning the value of CALL applications and on-line reading activities for language learning.  Researchers such as Warschauer (1996) spoke highly of the advantages of CALL while Chapelle (1997) took a wait-and-see approach regarding the integration of CALL into the ESL/EFL curriculum. 

 However, research has shown (LeLoup & Ponterio, 2003, Means & Olsen, 1997, cited in Chafe, 1999) an increase in students’ motivation levels for on-line learning activities.  Time will tell whether or not this is caused by a halo effect or a true increase in enjoyment for these types of activities over the long term.

Instructors should be aware that incorporating technology into their lesson plans does not relieve them of the obligation to create pedagogically sound lessons.  Technology should focus on creating opportunities for students that might not be available otherwise.   This could be due to time constraints, oversized classes, or lack of printed materials.

My Website’s Pedagogy

My primary goal, before creating a new learning website, was to look for an area where there was a need for more information.  I found the answer while reading an article by Jamilya Gulyamova (2000).  Gulyamova wrote, “A serious problem in teaching English for specific purposes (ESP) is the lack of materials. No single ESP textbook covers all the language aspects of a certain field” (p. 1).  Because ESP is such a diverse field and textbooks stay current for shorts periods of time, I thought that creating a database of current, authentic websites would be useful for students in these classes.


The next issue I considered was motivation.  Since the incorporation of authentic materials and internet technology into classroom and post-classroom activities has been shown to be motivational, (Kavaliauskiene, 2003; Lassche, 2000) I chose to create a database of websites.


The next issue I considered was audience.  I chose ESP teachers as my audience.  Language teachers have been shown to be the gatekeepers to many educational websites for their students (Kung & Chuo, 2002).  One of my goals for the website was to create a learning community for ESP teachers where they could share ideas on websites that worked well in their classes.  I also began to add lesson plan links to the sites in the hope that offering some lesson plans would motivate teachers to attempt to use the sites in their classes and even suggest their own lesson plans.


The final issue I considered was format.  I wanted a clean looking site that wasn’t too crowded or cluttered.  Each ESP area would have an easily accessible link on the main page and sites and lesson plans could be easily added on the corresponding pages.  This would keep everything organized and easy to access.

Conclusion

The ESPzone website was created for a specific purpose.  That was to create a database of practical website links for ESP teachers to use with their students.  The links would be to sites where authentic English was used and the linked sites’ topics are congruent with topics covered in specific ESP courses.  Both authentic materials and the use of technology in the classroom have been shown to be motivational to students.  The need for the current, relevant and authentic materials for ESP classes makes the ESPzone website a useful source for language teachers.
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