Shadow of a Doubt
A “Mockumentary” by Callan G. Souza

As what follows is a mockumentary-style performance, some parts are not scripted. These parts are to be done completely improvised, and it is best if the actors don’t practice beforehand. If someone makes a terrible mistake then the scene can be redone, but for the most part all the little quirks and intricacies that will make it seem more realistic should be kept in.

Scene One: Preliminary Investigations
The screen is completely dark. A voice-over begins, and as the narrator speaks, related images are seen in the darkness.

Narrator

The world we live in is one of uncertainty. There are many things we encounter on a day to day basis that we simply cannot explain. The odd shiver that goes up our spine when we’re all alone, and the noises coming from under our bed or in our closet at night... These are just some of the things that make us wonder what it is exactly that this world is hiding from us in the dark shadows where even the bravest dare not go. Over the course of this show, we’ll attempt to reveal the unknown, so when you walk away, you can know what’s out there, beyond the Shadow of a Doubt.
Music cues, and the title is seen on the screen: “Shadow of a Doubt, directed by David Scott, narration by Edward Elridge”
The scene lights up, showing shots of the desert, woods, and mountains in a slow-motion, high exposure shot. The narrator begins to speak over the scene.

Narrator

Cochise County, Arizona. Named for the Apache war chief now thought to haunt this area, the high desert of Arizona has long been said to be the haunting ground of Indians, frontiersman, and even aliens. Recently, however, Cochise County has fallen victim to another local legend... The legend of Jenny Greyson.

The last image shows a long shot of the mountain, with the sun setting behind it, and the image fades to black. The next scene that comes up should be of considerably worse quality, as though filmed from a cheap personal camcorder. We see a young girl recording her own face, talking about the legend of High Point, a place on the mountain in which someone can go to make a wish regarding love at midnight, and if they manage to spend the whole night there by themselves their wish will come true when the sun rises. The girl (presumably Jenny) explains her wish to the camera that Dale Roberts will fall in love with her, and then continues to film the path she takes up the mountain. The scene dissolves to show later on in the footage, where she has reached High Point, explaining that she has gotten there and making her wish. She then sits down and prepares to spend the night. 
The film goes back to showing the filmstrip like it was before, and the narrator comes back on.

Narrator

However, for young Jenny Greyson, the promise of love was never to be fulfilled.

We go back to seeing Jenny’s footage, later on in the night when it has gotten darker. There are several cutaway shots revealing her growing disturbance over the course of the night. At one or two places, she should tell the camera how this was a bad idea. She is freezing, she is afraid, and she feels uncomfortable for reasons she can’t explain. 

Narrator

Finally, as the night wears on into morning, Jenny’s worst fears are realized.

Jenny is talking to the camera in tears, wishing she could go home. Finally, she makes the decision to do so. She grabs the camera and starts running away, leaving her sleeping bag behind. Suddenly, there is a ruffling of the bushes, and something dark erupts from behind them. The screen freezes to show a dark figure that the camera can’t quite make out.

Narrator

Jenny Greyson is never heard from again.

As the screen unfreezes, Jenny shrieks, and the camera seems to fall to the ground, going staticy. We still hear the sounds of Jenny’s attacker, although she is now surprisingly quiet. The static becomes very bad and the scene ends.
After a moment of darkness, the camera lights up again, and we see what appears to be another group of travelers going up the mountain talking to each other about how pretty the trail is and the likes. One of them notices the camera lying on the ground, and they gather around it. Someone mentions that they should turn the camera to where one of them has found something interesting, and the filmer does so, slowly, to reveal a pair of deep gouges in the track that look like someone’s fingers clawing at the path as they were dragged off down a steep slope.
The camera changes again. It is now a more professional-looking clip of a man sitting in a comfortable, darkened lounge all by himself. The title “Eric Carter – found the video” flashes across the screen.
Eric Carter

My family and I were taking a walk through the woods on the trail up Ramsey Canyon to the place some people refer to as “High Point,” when we came across the camera. When we got home, we took a look at the footage and couldn’t believe what we were seeing. It was like a horror film. We knew we had to get it to the police right away.
As the narrator begins talking again, we see photographs of Jenny crossing the screen.

Narrator

And so, the Cochise County police become involved, but after six unsuccessful months searching for a body and a killer, they give up. The innocent little girl, whose body has yet to be recovered, is forgotten.
We see the same interview lounge as before, only this time Dale Roberts is in the seat. The title “Dale Roberts” flashes on the screen. 
Dale Roberts

Jenny was a pretty girl... Real pretty. Any guy would want to go out with her based just on how she looked, but she was so... weird. She was really superstitious, and strange, and a loner. So, no one really ever talked to Jenny. I don’t think she had any friends. When I heard she mentioned me on the tape, and she was up there because of me, I couldn’t help but feel like she was... Like she was mad at me, or something.
The scene changes again to a personal camera, and a Jeep pulls up in which are three people dressed in mostly black. These are IAN McDERMOTT, MOLLY KEENAN, and RICHARD ANGSTROM. They get out, and DAVID SCOTT, director of the film, greets them.
Narrator

Dedicated to seeking out the truth behind the disappearance of Jenny Greyson, David Scott, director of “Shadow of a Doubt,” calls in members of the ESPER team all the way from Richmond, Virginia, to help discover the truth.

Dave

I am totally convinced that it wasn’t a human being that dragged Jenny Greyson off to her death that night at High Point. We see from the video tape (the video replays to show which part he’s talking about) taken by the Carters that she was dragged over an extremely steep precipice. Also, visitors to the mountain have to sign in, and she was the only person on the mountain that night according to official logs. So, we called in ESPER to help investigate... alternatives.

We go back to the scene at the initial meeting of Dave and ESPER. They greet each other warmly, but Ian seems to be keeping his distance. We go to an interview with him in the darkened lounge.
Ian

I was less than amused to find out we’d been called out here by a young kid making a student film. Between all of us at ESPER, we have over forty years experience in studying the supernatural, paranormal, and occult. I’ve personally solved hundreds of similar cases, and so I believe I might be able to help, but...

The camera goes back again to their initial meeting. Ian personally introduces the members of his team to the camera, and Dave introduces himself to them. The camera cuts away to show the city streets, slowly panning by as the narrator speaks.

Narrator

Instantly ready to get to work, Dr. McDermott and his crew decide to interview some locals.

The next couple of scenes should show interviews with locals, probably about three. The first recalls how she had known Jenny, as her daughter went to school with her. She mentions again the shyness factor and the superstition factor that made Jenny an outcast. The second is a man, who refers to how he had heard about the murder on the news, and about how the killer had gotten away but needed to be put to death for what he did to her. The third is another woman who refers to how tragic the events were. None offer anything new or interesting.
Narrator

Not finding any helpful information, the ESPER team decides that the local library might help, and they investigate local legends and folklore.

The team is at the library, discussing things as they find them. There are some books on local legends piled around them, and Ian is using his laptop in a corner. He brings up www.theshadowlands.com and looks up Cochise County, finding an article there about how Cochise himself walks the hills. Discarding that idea, Molly brings him a book on local folklore and shows him an article in it.
Narrator

Finally, after hours of searching, the team comes up with a similar story over a hundred years old.

Molly
“In 1899, thirteen-year-old Kara Benchley became separated from her family on a camping trip and spent the night in the Dragoon Mountains in Cochise County. Finding her the next morning, completely exsanguinated, gave rise to a local legend similar in scope to the Mexican tales of El Chupacabra: a vampiric entity loose within the peaceful borders of Southeastern Arizona.”

The group talks about this for a moment, and then we cut away to Molly in the interview room. She talks about how uncomfortable it was for her to find the article, and how she still felt weird about it. Partway through her interview, a loud, scary noise happens off camera, and she looks shocked, but we hear Dave laughing, and she breaks into a nervous giggle of her own. Next, we see Ian in the interview room.

Ian

There have been tales about vampiric creatures and entities since time out of mind... Even before Vlad Dracul impressed modern Goths everywhere by impaling his enemies on the side of the road leading up to his castle and then eating his meals among their dessicated corpses, there have been tales from every country of entities that subsist based solely on their ability to extract what they need from others. El Chupacabra is somewhat of a local to these parts, so I cite him, and there are many other modern American folktales of such things... The Jersey Devil, for one.

Off-Camera Voice

Is there any scientific backing for any of this?

Ian

You mean vampirism?

Off-Camera Voice

Yeah.

Ian

Does there have to be? People don’t believe in the Devil, but it doesn’t stop some folks from sacrificing black cats, and sometimes other HUMANS, on certain pagan holidays. 

Off-Camera Voice

But, for the sake of argument, is there any?

Ian

Yes. First, there’s historical evidence, as I was just mentioning. When so many different people from different cultures and geographical locations have similar experiences, and record them so closely without ever having met the others to “compare notes,” if you will, we call that type of proof “corroborating evidence.” Also, there are some medical conditions which closely resemble what is considered to be “vampirism.” There is a psychological fixation called hematodipsia, which causes the sufferer to gain erotic satisfaction from consuming human blood. There’s Xeroderma Pigmentosum, which causes the afflicted to be highly susceptible to damage from ultraviolet rays. There’s also Porphyria, which is the one usually mentioned in cases of vampirism.  It’s an iron deficiency which the victim’s body sometimes translates as a need to ingest blood. Sometimes, sufferers of Porphyria, due to the reduced iron in their blood, will have withdrawn gums, giving the appearance of elongated teeth, and a pink tinge to the edges of the mouth and eyes.
The camera goes back to the group, investigating at the entrance to the mountain. They speak with a representative of the wildlife preserve there, who explains that everyone is supposed to sign in at the desk before going up into the mountains. They explain that there is no other way up into the trails, and that Jenny Greyson was alone the night she went up. Rich comes over near the camera after Ian is done interviewing the attendant and mentions that it’s weird that they kept such a close eye on those going up, but never realized she didn’t come down. 

The next day, we see Ian walking up the hallway of a hotel. Everyone is asleep in a rented hotel room that he then enters, waking them all up and showing them that he has the guestbook from the night Jenny disappeared (“Don’t you dare show how I got this on your show,” he warns the cameraman). He reveals that Jenny signed out, as though she left the mountain safely.

Narrator

Taking this new bit of evidence to the police department, the team finds only disappointment.
We are back in the interview room, with a policeman this time. He speaks.

Policeman

We feel the situation was investigated thoroughly. The fact that Ms. Greyson signed out was overlooked, however, it still means nothing. As was initially thought, she could have been playing a trick on everyone to help her run away with some undisclosed boyfriend. Although it is a difficult trip, you can get into Mexico if you can make it to the other side of that mountain.

Fade to black.

Narrator

However, there is no record of any other locals disappearing at the same time as Jenny Greyson, and Dr. McDermott doesn’t believe the second signature matches the first. With all their preliminary work done, ESPER takes Shadow of a Doubt into the hills to search for signs of... The Unknown.

The camera goes back to a handheld camcorder, recording from the hotel room as the crew packs up.

Richard tells the camera how he thinks the policeman is covering something up, and Ian tells him he’s an idiot. “The police don’t know enough for them to have to cover it up,” he declares. The conversation turns to the idea of “another boyfriend,” which is shot down by the sincerity of the girl on camera to win the heart of Dale Roberts. They make one final check of their equipment, and decide to get a move on. The camera goes black.

Scene Two: Night on the Mountain

The camera is on the group of four as they park their Jeep and get out, unload their equipment, and start to make their way up into the mountain. They sign in and begin their trek up the trails leading to “High Point.”

Dave stops to talk for a moment about the history of High Point’s romantic origins, which he can make up on the spot as they don’t deal too much with the actual story at hand. The camera can cut away to a couple different shots of them going up the mountain and discussing various things until they get to the place where the Carters recorded finding the camera and the scratches. Looking over the side there, they should point out how there’s no way another human being could have successfully pulled the girl over the side there and survived themselves. 

They continue up the mountain, and the narrator speaks.

Narrator

The crew continue their long trek up the mountain, and after a time they find themselves at High Point, the last place Jenny Greyson was known to be alive.

The group takes in the scenery, and Molly should talk for a bit about how she is disturbed after having seen this place on Jenny’s tape. The crew begins to unload their equipment, and Ian explains how to set up. A cutaway shot shows Dave alone, complaining about how Ian is a know-it-all and is taking control of his project. We see Ian a moment later, explaining to the camera how he feels almost cheated that he came out all this way to be in a student film by some “punk kid.” He cites his experience as a good reason he shouldn’t be having to deal with Dave, and explaining how he feels like he’s on an episode of some reality show. 

A moment later, we are back with the group.

Narrator

Ian, the leader of the ESPER group, and obviously most experienced in matters of the paranormal, takes a moment to share with the team the equipment he will be using.

Ian pulls out his equipment piece by piece, and explains the part each plays in looking for the paranormal. He goes over the importance of the EMF detector, the cell phone, the cameras and camcorders, the motion detectors, and the audio recording equipment.

Narrator

As night begins to fall, the crew set up their equipment and make ready to investigate.

Richard explains for the camera that they are not using fire, as they are not allowed to, but are building a tent and are going to be making their base of operations there. He explains that everyone is manning a different piece of equipment, and that continuous recording will be done all throughout the night. That night, in the darkness, Dave and the cameraman decide they are going to go sleep inside the tent
.

Narrator

As David Scott, the director of “Shadow of a Doubt,” decides to pack it in for the night, the dedicated ESPER crew continues to investigate the mountain.

We see several cutscenes of the ESPER crew doing just that, and take in a little bit of interaction between them. It is obvious that the two junior members look up to Ian, and together all three of them work like a well-oiled machine. Partway through the night...

Narrator

In the early watches of the night, however, the director has a shocking experience.

We see Dave in the tent, sleeping. The camera is focused on him, using low-light recording. Suddenly, the tent begins to shake vigorously. He wakes up, and freaks out, waking up the cameraman, who picks up the camera and records Dave’s escape. He meets up with the ESPER crew, still freaking out, and they turn their attention to the still-shaking tent.
The team investigates, taking a positive EMF reading from the tent. Ian tells everyone to get back, and circles the tent alone. Just as he nears the back of it, it stops shaking, and he finds that it was hooked to a branch.

The scene cuts away to the interview room. Ian is there.

Ian

There is absolutely no way that the whole tent was shaking like that because it got hooked to a branch, and there’s no reason for it to have stopped when I went around to the back of it after it had been shaking that hard for that long. Unfortunately, there’s nothing that says it COULDN’T have been because it was hooked to a branch either. Just like in most cases like this, the true power the Unknown holds over us isn’t like it is in Hollywood... There aren’t scary monsters that jump out and eat you alive for all to see... The real power Darkness holds over man is in doubt, and making us think we can’t trust our own senses. I’m not saying I’m a believer in this weird mountain-dwelling vampire, but I’m not saying I’m not, either.

The scene goes back to the mountain. The team is discussing their findings with Dave. This is not the first positive EMF reading they’ve taken. Also, they discuss how Molly thought she saw something, and we cut away to the recording of that. She’s walking alone, and the camera is watching her approach it. Suddenly, something obscures the light for a quick second, and is gone. “Did you see that!” she yells.

Cutaway to the interview room. Dave is there this time.

Dave

It’s totally amazing what ESPER came up with that night on the mountainside. There was even a time when something tripped the motion detectors, while everyone was in plain view of them, but there was nothing there. As this night went on, I became more and more a believer in the Vampire of Cochise County.

Ian (now in the interview room)

There is some evidence to show that something might be out there. Of course, it isn’t the type of evidence a court is going to accept, but it’s evidence nonetheless. 

Molly (Now in the interview room)

I’m convinced. When that thing ran across my path, it was just like... whoah. I’ll never go camping again.

Richard (now in the interview room)

There might be something out there. I’m not one to say yea or nay, but... There’s evidence. Nothing substantial, but...

Narrator

The team, exhausted from a sleepless night, pack up their equipment early the next morning.

As the group is packing up their things, the sun still very low in the sky, they discover a small pathway leading off to nowhere. They follow it, and eventually come to a place that looks like someone has been there recently. They find blood on a rock, and look down the hill. After Rich looks, he holds Molly back and asks her not to look. Dave is the last to look, and throws up over the edge.

Narrator

The team finds the final resting place of Jenny Greyson, her body carelessly thrown over the side of a cliff. They immediately call in the police.
Police Officer (now in interview room)
We were very surprised that they found the body after all this time. It was very well preserved, as it had been completely drained of blood. Although the body matched that of a girl Jenny’s age and build, they ran the standard identification tests, and the dental records proved it was the body of Jenny Greyson that the ESPER team found. As to their other findings that night, I have no comment. It was all very inconclusive, and maybe now that we have Jenny’s body, we can find out what really happened to her instead of putting the blame on some unseen, malevolent force.

We see slow-motion shots of the ESPER team leaving the mountain, and the narrator speaks in the background.

Narrator

Their mission only partially complete, the ESPER team now reaches the last legs of their mission... To go over the evidence found the night before.

The camera goes black, and the scene ends.

Scene Three: The Evidence

The camera comes back on, and we see Dave in the interview room.

Dave

I’m very glad to have called out the experts. Of course, they might not have been entirely thrilled at coming out here to film for our show, as they are a professional team of paranormal investigators, but they’ve done a good thing. They found Jenny’s body, and now she can be laid to rest. However, I don’t know how peaceful that rest will be with the Cochise County Vampire still at large.

Rich (now in the interview room)

We did make the long trip out here, and even though Dave didn’t meet our expectations, we’re dedicated to seeing this thing out to its conclusion, if for no one else, then for Jenny.

Ian (now in the interview room)

Rich is our resident media expert. We actually managed to get the original video shot by Jenny the night of her murder, and he’s going to attempt a magnetic media reconstruction to see if he can repair any of the footage to see just what Jenny was up against.

The scene cuts away to the team hard at work, gathered around their equipment in the hotel room. Rich mentions how it’s hard only being able to use mobile devices, as he’s used to his more powerful computer back home. Ian tells him to shut up, and Molly giggles. Molly has headphones on, and suddenly throws them off, scrambling to pause the tape.

As the others gather around her, she tells them excitedly that they have to listen to what she’s got. They wait as she plays back what sounds like wind, and Rich exclaims that it’s nothing interesting. As he is still in the middle of saying that, the tape kicks up in volume, and a sound comes over it that scares everyone in the room half to death. It sounds like a girl screaming. They discuss it for a bit, and everyone claims they were around the equipment all night long, and would have heard it themselves if the tape picked it up.

The scene cuts to Ian in the interview room.

Ian

EVP is something we work with very commonly at ESPER. That’s why we always have our audio recording instruments with us. EVP stands for “Electronic Voice Phenomena,” and was recently the subject of the Hollywood film “White Noise.” In the trailer for that movie, we actually hear several real EVP recordings, such as the infamous “Get Out!” recorded in 1993. The whole idea of EVP is that you can record the sounds of spirits on regular recording medium and play it back, even if the sound wasn’t actually heard at the time of the recording. It’s very popularly used in paranormal investigation today, and we’re excited to have found it.
Rich (now in the interview room)

I’ve got to say, it was a shock. Especially since it was what it seemed to be. We were looking for a vampire, and we find what I, personally, think was Jenny herself.

Narrator

The team continues their work, going over some of the video footage from the night before.

The team looks at some videos, and they catch a segment from right before the motion detectors went off. Pausing it at a key spot, they reveal what seems to be a transparent human foot crossing the sensors just seconds before they go off. The team is excited about this, and discuss it for a moment.

Narrator

Just when the team thinks they have all the evidence they need to suggest the presence of the supernatural, the biggest blow yet lands. We caution you, if you have small children or heart conditions of any kind, or are easily disturbed, we strongly warn you that the scene you are about to see contains some very shocking footage.

The group is going over the footage of Molly when the light was momentarily concealed, and pause it right at that moment. Richard tries to enhance it, sharpening the picture. As he does, we notice two empty, white orbs appear on the picture, and when he has it completely clarified, there is the picture of Jenny’s face, her mouth agape and her eyes bulging and white.

Ian (now in the interview room)

That was horrible. I’ve dealt with a lot of... weird stuff in my time. I’ve seen things that could rival that in terms of horrifying any day, but just to know that we were looking at...at Jenny... It was awful.

Rich (now in the interview room)

It makes me wish I’d never learned how to modify video footage. That was simply the most terrifying thing I’ve ever seen in my life.

Molly (now in the interview room)

I’m... I’m so sorry for that little girl... I... I just... (she starts to weep) 
The screen turns dark, and the picture of Jenny alive slowly fades onto the screen as the narrator speaks.

Narrator

The video evidence doesn’t lie. As seen here in life, Jenny was a beautiful but misunderstood young girl. But, (the picture slowly transforms into the terrifying visage of Jenny from the recent video) here we see something that it is very likely we were not meant to see. Is it some elaborate hoax concocted by the ESPER team for publicity? Or is this Jenny, calling from the other side for vengeance on her killer? (the picture fades to black) Ian decides to call Dave, and set up a meeting at the place where Jenny died to reveal the evidence.
Fade to black.

Scene Four: Revelation

The team is gathered back together, using the place Jenny died as a dramatic scene to hold the revealing of the evidence they have discovered. Ian is holding his laptop, showing the footage of the foot and playing back the EVP. As he does this, Dave gets increasingly more tense, seeming to be just very frightened. Rich explains how he is currently working on the footage of Jenny’s camera, reconstructing the footage of her last few moments alive. Dave seems visibly shaken by this, and wants to know how they got a hold of that footage. Rich tells Ian to show him the footage of the face, which he does. As he does this, Dave becomes frantic and pushes Ian, running off down the trail. The team calls for him, wondering exactly what is going on, and they hear a scream. They run off down the trail after him, and find a place on the side of the trail where two long handprints seem to show where Dave has been dragged off the side of the mountain, similar to the scene of Jenny’s death. The screen fades to black.
Ian (now in the interview room)

It was quite a shock to see what we saw. There’s no doubt in my mind that Dave’s gone, and now that we have this new evidence, I think I can understand why.

(he continues to talk as we see the footage of Jenny’s last moments)

Rich did a fine job repairing this footage, and what we came up with was very... Revealing, to say the least. 

Police Officer (now in the interview room)

My theory is this: Dave, himself like Jenny not a very popular individual, had a crush on the girl. Jenny, of course having her own crush on this Dale fellow, avoids his advances. So, he kills her. (The video gets to the scene that was damaged, and we now see Dave’s face in the video footage while Jenny is being slain, for only one brief second in the footage, but it freezes and the camera lingers on it) We don’t know how he got up there without being noticed at the gate, but he did. He killed her and threw her over the side of the cliff. 

Ian 
(now in the interview room, the camera on him instead of the repaired video)

It’s obvious now to me that Dave did all this to renew interest in his student-run television show, which was failing due to lack of interest. He found himself a girl that no one cared about, that being this poor outsider, Jenny Greyson. He killed her and tried to make it look like the incident a hundred years ago involving the Benchley girl so he could have material for his show that would interest everyone. He even called in ESPER, a group of experts in the paranormal, to help with the illusion. I have no doubt in my mind that he somehow managed to make his tent shake like that, and whatever electronic device he used to do it made our EMF readings go wonky. However, there was someone else who knew the truth, and who helped bring him to justice that night.

(The camera goes to the still frame of Jenny’s lifeless face as caught on camera, and the EVP of her voice plays loudly as the camera zooms up on her)

Jenny Greyson herself.

The credits roll.

