The Purse of Gold
A Jewish Folktale 

A beggar found a wallet that someone had dropped in the marketplace. Opening it, he discovered that it contained $100. Then he heard a merchant shouted that he would give a reward to the person who found his wallet.

Being an honest man, the beggar came forward and handed the wallet to the merchant and asked if he could have his reward. 

The merchant laughed while counting his money. He told the beggar that there had been $200 in the wallet and accused him of stealing half.  He threatened that he would call the police unless the beggar went away. 

The beggar suggested they go to court.

In court the judge patiently listened to both sides of the story and said, "I believe you both. Justice is possible! Merchant, you stated that the wallet you lost contained $200. Well, that's a lot of money! But, the wallet this beggar found had only $100. Therefore, it couldn't be the one you lost." 

And, with that, the judge gave the wallet and the $100 to the beggar. 
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