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                                                                                                               The Value of Friendship


The Value of Friendship
"Most people come into our lives and quickly leave. It is the special few that come in and leave a footprint in our hearts. And we are forever changed." 

Why do we have friends? The answer should be very easy because nobody wants to be alone. But is it really so easy to find friends? Yes. But not the real and good friends on which you can rely on anytime and everywhere. I am writing about people who know you very well and you do the same way to them, too. Friends who know what you are thinking of without saying a word.

Friends are very important people in our lives. Charles Dickens once said: "Friendship? Yes, please." Usually we are surrounding by different kinds of people. For example, family and relatives, boyfriends or girlfriends, love of the lifetime, colleages in the work, classmates, people with the same interests and hobbies, and of course friends. All of them influence us in some way. This can be with their way of thinking, behavior, words, and deeds. Why is it so? Because we need people around us to not feel lonely. We usually call to friends when we are desperate, alone, or when we are looking for an advice. As one latin proverb says: "A friend in need is a friend indeed." Sometimes we also hurt people who we like. Why do we hurt them? "They say 'you only regret the things you never do.' Then why do I regret every bad thing I did to you?" 

There can be also funny situations when some people praise the help of their friends. One of my friends Ivana told me a story, and afterwards she has realized the value of her friends. “I remember one bad evening in my life. I was drunk for the first time, I had mixed feelings, and I didn’t feel very well. My friends helped me, and they took care for me and also for my personal things. Otherwise, I would lose my purse and mobile phone. They also navigated me back to the right cottage… I like my friends!” Yes, my friend has probably very good friends. I would like to know them and see how they looked that night! She has continued: “If something important happened, I know that my friends would support me. There have been moments in my life when they supported me, and I’m sure that they will help me and support me again!”

One of my classmates told me that if he had to choose between his friends, or he had to move fair away, and he had one million dollars instead of them, he would decide definetely for his friends. Than he added: “Friendship is kind of love”. I like this sentence. I agree with that because for me friends are very important and I cannot imagine the world without them. 
"If all my friends were to jump off a bridge, I wouldn't jump with them; I'd be at the bottom to catch them." I like my friends. All of them. I know that I can rely on them and this is for me very important. They are similar to my character, they have the same values and I always have fun with them. 
I have talked to one of my friend called Magda and she told me one story from times when she was a teenager. “My friends have supported me many times. Once, I had problems in my family, so I packed my bags. I escaped and I was hidden in the bushes with one of my friend. My friend was watching if my parents had looked for me or not. Afterwards I shared very small room with my friends in the dormitory. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have the place where to go. It took for two months and I was without money. They really helped me.” Here we can see the helpness of the real friends. 
Paula told me her story about her boyfriend from the high school. Everything was fine until the time when he hit her and she had a black eye from him. She decided not talk with him anymore and she quit the relationship. Her best friend supported her in those hard times. It is very great and wonderfull when you have people around you on which you can turn to.

There are many people in our lives. One my friend called Petra said that she is surrounded by different people from work. “They are not real friends; we just go out sometimes together. I’m not sure if I can rely on them, they are not the right people to talk to in the personal way.” Yes, that’s true; there is a difference between people and not all of them we consider as the friends. Benjamin Franklin said: "Be slow in choosing a friend, slower in changing." But if you don’t try it, you will regret it probably in the future.
But there are also some unhappy situations when we are losing the friends. It doesn’t matter whose fail it was. Why does it happen? Why it causes so big pain? Because we are usually very disappointed and we suffer because we lost somebody who we liked.
One my friend told me that she had very good friend when she was 14 years old. Than she has realized that her friend didn’t tell her about her problems and she didn’t believe her. “I need the feeling that the person believes me”. This is very important to make the other person feel that he or she can trust us.

Another friend Louis told me also upset story. “I had couple of very good friends and they suddenly let me down. I wouldn’t trust them, never again! I give only one chance to people!” That is also an opinion. 

In contrast, my very good friend Lucy has the similar experiences, but she expressed herself in other way: “I usually give two chances and then stop!” She has also one unpleasant event with her friend from the past: “I had a very good friend – we were one head, one mind. I started to speak and she could finish the sentence. One day it suddenly stopped without any explanation. She never called me again. When we meet each other by a chance on the street, we just say ‘hi’.” One quote says it: "You cannot say you've lost a friend. If a friendship is capable of ending, it is because it has never existed."
Michelle, my friend and my previous colleague from work had the similar situation. “I have been disappointed because I didn’t choose the right friends. About one person I thought that she’s my best friend. Later she started say gossips about me. When I realized it, I have finished talking to her. It was big disappointment for me that I didn’t see the truth. I’ve created wrong picture about her in my mind.”

One person Eva has also bad experiences from the past. “Friends are very important for me, but they have disappointed me, so I’m not as open as I used to be in the past. Once, I was in hospital and one friend came for a visit each day. Later I’ve realized that her reason for visit was quiet different. I had happy period of time with another friend. But than she said something what almost destroyed my happiness. All these people lost my trust.”

Those are the unpleasant stories and moments which have occurred. But there are some other people who are waiting maybe for you to become their friend. "When you’re looking for a friend don't look for perfection, just look for friendship."
I like the ‘attitude’ of my dog. It doesn’t matter if he is with the other dogs or people, he can right away win their hearts. He is able to win so many ‘friends’ because of his way of acting.

One old folk wisdom says: "The best mirror is an old friend."
How to find a friend? Is there any rule, or it just depends on the situation and good luck? There are some common ways and methods to behave, and there are also some kinds of characters and personalities that people usually prefer on the others. Be friendly to other people if you want to win new friends. It is a basic rule. If you want to hold your friends by your side be mostly tolerant! Try to accept their different opinions, forgive them their faults. Do not speak just about yourself, be interested in them, try to always appreciate the other person, be trustful and honest, you should have own opinion, be open-minded, optimistic; don’t pretend that you’re someone who you’re not, they should see who you’re in reality; be helpful, responsible, be yourself, don’t act something, be honest, be direct, and natural. It is not all and enough, but anyway I wish you a Good Luck!
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