IT IS IMPORTANT TO REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE MADE A MISTAKE


What do think about the mistakes? Are they so important that people have to quarrel about them? Have you remembered yet, why people argue about someone else’s mistakes when they can be usually solve swimmingly? Do you know to avoid a quarrel which is caused by a mistake? A lot of us know it, but usually do not do it. 


John F. Kennedy, an American president, remarked: “Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve magnificence”. Do you know what is important to remember?

Only that person who knows to apologize for a mistake, can be proud and have a feeling of dignity. 

Some weeks ago, I and several of my friends decided to go to Radošina. It is a small village which is situated only a few kilometers behind Piešťany. It is possible to say that we go to Radošina regularly because one of our friends has a club with a discotheque there. At the same time, as we wanted to go to this club, there was a concert of one very famous Czech singer Michal David. I was driving the car in a highway when the police stopped us. Then, I realized that I exceeded the speed limit and we were not strapped with the seat belts. The policeman came to the car and wanted to say something, but I overrun him. I quickly said: “Oh, Mr. policeman, I am sorry that I had been driving so fast and we had not been strapped with the seat belts. I know that there are many car crashes in the world and I awake that I could be the cause of one. I promise that I will be more careful”. Probably he did not expect that assessment and said: “ Dear miss, I am glad that you had realized your fault. If you were so polite, I would give you no fine. Please, continue and be careful”. 

This policeman behaved completely human and he just wanted to show me his authority. Probably if I were not acknowledge my mistake, the result of  this conversation could be totally different. 

Do not you think that it is better when you acknowledge your own mistake before someone else will berate you for it? 

You should acknowledge your mistake because it is better to hear it from your mouth than from another.  A person, whom you tell it, can understand it more and appreciate it why you have done it. 

Something similar has happened to my friend Susan. She got a new job and she was there for the first time so she was a little bit distracted. Her work consisted more or less from giving the contracts to a computer. When she was disturbed by a phone, she mistakenly pressed another button and all her work was lost. So, she decided to tell it to her boss although it could mean that she will lose the job. He was pretty upset for a while, but then he called some experts on the computers and they found the contracts. Finally, the boss apologized to Susan for his behavior and said that it can happen to whoever. 

In case that my friend did not realize her mistake and did not tell it to her boss, all could end with an opposite result. She could be without the job because sooner or later someone would find out her fault. It would be pretty difficult for her to explain why she did not say the true.

Salvator Dali, a famous Spanish painter, noticed: “  Mistakes are almost always of a sacred nature. Never try to correct them. On the contrary: rationalise them, understand them thoroughly. After that, it will be possible for you to sublimate them”.

Peter, my cousin, is a student of a high school in Bratislava. One day, he had a pretty difficult exam in the school.  His future in this school depended mainly on this exam. He was very well learnt, but he was afraid that he will fail this exam. He thought that a very good prepared cheating paper can be the only way to pass. When a teacher came to a class, Peter decided to not use the cheating paper and fall back only on his knowledge.  The teacher noticed it that he gave something into his bag. She came to him and said: “What are you doing? Do you know that you can be out when you use it”? My cousin gave the cheating paper to the teacher and started to apologize for that. He said that he knew that it was a mistake and it was his first cheating paper which he had done. He promised that he will use a cheating paper never again. Then, the teacher gave him an allowance to continue in the exam because she knew that he had been sorry about it and he had  not wanted to use it. 

The teacher kept very good and fairly because Peter had decided to not use his cheating paper before he could saw the questions either. He admitted his mistake and excused himself for that. 

Josh Colson, one of my classmates, is a good example why people should admit their mistakes. One evening, he went with his girlfriend at a party. Everyone, who was there, was a little drunk when they arrived there. One of his best friends started to offend Josh’s girlfriend. A quarrel  between Josh and his friend spread wide to a tussle. When they met after this incident again, they apologize each other for that and promised that no woman will damage their friendship. 

Although these two guys have made a mistake, they know that it is important to realize it and apologize because they could lose their friendship which has a unique value for them. 

Louis Nizer said: “To find a fault is easy; to do better is difficult”.

Julia Carter, a student at City University, has also an acknowledgement with excuse. She really loves dogs and she had persuaded her mother to buy some dog although her mother did not like any pets. They had argued between each other almost every day. Then, one day Julia’s mother bought a dog. The mother has gotten accustomed with it and it has helped improved the relationship between the mother and the daughter. 

It will be pity if the mother does not realize her mistake and the relationship ends because of some splinter. 

Do you remember an old folk wisdom about acknowledgement of a mistake?

“Only he who knows to yield, obtains more than he thought”. 


This story has happened to my father. He used to smoke the cigarettes while he was young. When he met my mother, he quitted smoking. Once, he had a hard day at work. He went to a news-stand and bought a packet of cigarettes. My mother came from her work when my father was smoking in front of our house. When she saw him, she did not talk with him for almost two days. So, my father quitted smoking again and explained to my mother why he had done it. He admitted his fault and my mother started to talk with him. 


It was good for everyone in our family that my father had apologized for it and acknowledge his mistake because the whole family had to suffer from the mother’s moodiness. 

What causes that people sometimes do not say the true and borrow trouble? 


An example about such case is from my classmate. It happened some years ago when Alicia Portland attend a primary school. One day, she got a bad mark and she decided to not tell it to her parents. Her mother  got to know about it  at a parent-teacher association. She was disappointed because her daughter did not tell her about it. She came home and explain her why it is important to admit the mistake. 


If the mother had not inquired about results of her daughter, Alicia would suppress the true and would have a bad attestation.


Arthur O’ Donnel, one of my classmates, had to acknowledge his mistake when he said to his girlfriend that he had had a short romance with her best friend. What do you think that happened after that? Of course that his girlfriend broke with him, but after some time she forgave him and they are still good friends. 


If he did not say it to his girlfriend, probably a relation between them would still continue. But he will risk that the true will unfold. So, he made a good thing when he told it to her, because they have a peerless relation. It’s better to be only a friend than an enemy.  


A famous French writer, Albert Camus, said: “ Do not go behind me because I do not know if I may follow you. Do not go in front of me because I do not know if I may lead you. Just go next to me and be my friend”. 


When I started to attend a driving lessons, a teacher told us that we should not miss any classes because each missed class costs 400 Sk. Once, I became totally sick. When I should have a lesson, I fell asleep. I was at home alone for the whole week, so there was nobody to wake me up. I woke up on ringing of my phone. It was a boss of my driving school. I apologized her for my absence, explained her that I am sick, and said that I had fallen asleep. I also said that I will bring money as soon as possible. The woman told me that I do not need to pay because everyone can fall ill. 


Rachel, my relative, is a very good ballet dancer. When she had been preparing for some competition, she started to lose more and more kilograms. When someone asked her if she is all right, she just said that she is only a little bit nervous from the competition and for that reason, she had lost on weight. When she realize that she had lost too much kilograms she looked for some professional help. 


It was not just a stress as she told to everyone. She was seriously sick. If she had not realized it, had not told it to someone, and had continued in starving herself, probably she would  not have been alive. 


Do you know what is the key to right solving of the mistakes? You should acknowledge your mistake and know how can you solve it.


Some years ago, Gina Carpenter, a student at City University, acknowledge her mistake. She was outside with her friends for the whole night and she came home on the next day, in the afternoon. When she came home, her parents were arguing because they were angry. Gina came to her mother and said: “Mom, I am sorry that I did not call you where I am. I was with my friends and then I fell asleep at my friend house because I did not want to go home alone”. Her parents forgave her and were lucky that their daughter is al right. 


Although Gina made a mistake which caused a panic in the family, she realized what did she cause and knew that she had to acknowledge her mistake. 


Another example which supports the idea of this chapter is from my friend. Iveta likes walking with her dog in a park. Her dog is one of those bigger dogs. She likes to let it without a dog-lead and a muzzle. Once, she was walking in a park when one woman stopped her. She told her that she is afraid of dogs because she had an unpleasant incident with one dog in her childhood. Iveta admitted her mistake that she had a dog without a dog-lead or a muzzle and apologized her for that.


I know that her dog had only 1 year, but Iveta made the right thing. If Iveta had been arguing with this woman, she could call the police. The woman was in the right. 


 People should learn to acknowledge their mistakes because the life would be more enjoyable and sincere.         

PRINCIPLE

Acknowledge your mistake before others can berate you for it.



