Biology/Ecology Course Policies

February 2009
Instructor: Jonathan Carpenter

                    carpenterj@surry.k12.nc.us


        Website:  http://carpenterj.wordpress.surry.k12.nc.us
Location: Room26
Instructional Activities: This course uses a lecture/discussion format and will include multiple laboratory experiments. Students are expected to have read the appropriate material before lecture and lab. Both of these activities will be enhanced by student contributions.

Grading Policy: The grading in this course is by raw points. All assignments completed during class, major projects and test will make up 90% and homework will make up 10% of the students final grade. To determine your grade at any point in the marking period, add up the number of points you have earned and divide it by the possible points and multiply by 100%. An example of how to calculate average appears below. All students are required to keep a grade sheet to help them monitor their own progress throughout the marking period and adjust study habits appropriately.

Assignment

Points Earned

Points Possible
Average


hw 1

8



10


8/10
- 80%


hw 2

5



5


13/15
- 86%


lab 1

21



30


34/45
- 76%


test 1

65



70


99/115
- 86%

Absences: There is a direct correlation between absences and student performance. You are expected to be in class daily. If however, it is necessary to be out of class, be sure that you makeup all work missed while out within five days of your return. If you are absent from school you must go to the front office and pick up an admit slip. Do not forget that any student that misses more than eight days per course during a semester shall receive a failing grade in the course.

Tardies: See student handbook.  East Surry High School tardy policy will be enforced.
Supplies:  A three ring binder is strongly recommended as well as college ruled loose leaf paper.  Pens (blue or black ink only) and pencils will also be needed each day. A calculator would also be useful.
Homework: Homework is generally assigned most nights and should take between 25-30 minutes on average. The homework will be gone over in class or collected and graded. Even if written work is not assigned, the student should study the material covered that day in class. Homework enhances what the student has covered during the school day or prepares them for the next lecture or lab.

Make Up Work: If a student has missed all or part of class, he/she should check with the teacher for the subject matter covered and for any missing work. A student with an excused absence may make up all work provided that the student has made arrangements with the teacher within three days following his/her return to school. If a student knows ahead of time that he/she will miss a class, that student should pick up all work to be completed while out ahead of time. The work will be due upon return to class. This policy applies to all school related activities as well.

Labs: The students will complete labs to assist in their understanding of the biological concepts encountered during the semester. Safety is of paramount importance. Any student not showing appropriate behavior or adhering to safety standard will automatically receive a zero and will not be allowed to continue the lab exercise. A discipline referral will also occur. Several of the labs will require a formal lab write up.

Projects: All students will be assigned projects that will take more than a few nights to complete. When these are assigned, do not procrastinate in its completion.

Science Fair: All Honors Biology students will be required to complete a science fair project. This activity is optional for students not enrolled in a honors level course.

Assistance: All students are encouraged to ask for help when required. I will be available for help both before and after school. When possible, please inform me that you will be coming in for help. Parents are also encouraged to contact Mr. Carpenter if they have any questions.  This can be accomplished by using the email address on the front of this sheet or by calling East Surry at (336) 368-2251.  Tutoring is available after school from 2:45-3:15 Tuesday through Thursday.
Honor: Personal integrity and honor is expected from all students. In this, as in every class, you are expected to do your own work for all assignments submitted under your own name.  This means that plagiarism (using someone else's work and submitting it as your own without giving credit to the original author) will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is not only a problem for term papers, but for homework, labs, current events, etc.  All students will be given a form to sign indicating their understanding of plagiarism.

Parents/Guardians: At various times throughout the semester, your child will be filmed completing activities pertaining to the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for Biology.  Please let me know if this is a problem.
Procedures: Follow all rules in the handbook


Respect me and your fellow classmates 


Raise hand to speak/ask questions/leave seat


Study hard and come prepared everyday

Have materials ready when the bell rings and on your desk until dismissed

Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________________________

