Welcome Aboard 
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Hotels:

In the summer months its important once you get your orders to get reservations quickly. It is very busy with tourists!

Holiday Inn - 139 Richardson St, Bath 207-443-9741 Allows pets

Navy Lodge – NAS Brunswick, 207-725-6268 No pets www.navy-lodge.com
Stores: 

Brunswick
Navy Exchange – Bldg #11, 800 Burbank Ave., BNAS, Brunswick 207-921-2387

Wal-mart – 15 Tibbetts Dr, Brunswick 207-725-0773

Shaw’s Supermarket – 147 Bath Rd, Brunswick 207-725-8751 www.shaws.com
Hannaford Supermarket – In Brunswick and Topsham 207-729-5124

Topsham:

Commissary - Topsham Annex Topsham, ME  04086 207-921-2114 Note: the commissary is not located on the Naval Air Station in Brunswick. It is at the Naval Annex in the adjoining town of Topsham, about 5 minutes from the base.
Target – 125 Topsham Fair Mall 207-504-5050

Hannaford Supermarket - 49 Topsham Fair Mall 207-729-3800

Malls:

Maine Mall – Portland

Auburn Shopping Center - Auburn

Dentist: 

These are dentists that are on the Tricare Dental Program with United Concordia. The wait is about six months, so it’s pretty hard to get in right away. Mondays are a good time to call because people usually cancel early in the week. These are just the ones in Brunswick. If you live outside the area just check the website. http://www.tricare.osd.mil/dental/default.cfm
Brunswick Dental Health – Peter C. Lebourdais DMD, 27 Baribeau Dr, Brunswick 207-729-6531

Howell, Randolph J., DDS – 10 Everett St, Brunswick 207-729-8939

Moll, Richard S., DDS – 18 Middle St, Brunswick 207-729-3515

Taft, David N., DMD – 53 Pleasant St, Brunswick 207-725-2062

Salon: 

Tove – 303 Rt 1 Suite 2, Yarmouth 207-846-8683

Beau Bella – 207-729-2700

Kennels:

Pleasant Hill Kennels – 8 Pleasant Hill Rd, Freeport 207-865-4279

Vets:

Androscoggin Animal Hospital – 457 Foreside Rd, Topsham 207-729-4678

Bath Brunswick Veterinary – 257 Bath Rd, Brunswick 207-729-4188 www.bathbrunswickvet.com 

Army Veterinary Services - Base Vet -(Limited Services, good for shots) Bldg. 592, BNAS, Brunswick 207-725-8450

Sunray Animal Clinic – 46 Bath Rd, Brunswick 207-725-6398

Festivals:

Fisherman’s Festival - Fun festival held in Boothbay in April.  Great Maine experience as the locals kick off the fishing season.  Great way to experience Maine with local contests included balancing themselves across the river.
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Yarmouth Clam Festival - Fun festival held in July.  Great crafts exhibit and food.  Ton’s of carnival rides as well.

Litchfield Fair - Located about half an hour from Brunswick.  Great agricultural fair that has tons of animals and fun activities for kids such as a pig scramble.  Have been told that the Winslow Fair (50 minutes from Brunswick) is the biggest and best agricultural fair in the state.  

Recreation:

Bath YMCA swim team - The best in the State of Maine.  This swim team starts in August and ends in March. Open for children ages 6-18.  Great way to ensure your child is staying active during the winter.  Learn more at www.lrsc.org
Aquaboggin - Not too bad, but very small.  You get what you paid for.

Fun Town/Splash Town - More for smaller children.  Not large enough to keep active for a full day.  Recommend for serious water fun, head to Massachusetts to Six Flags.
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Gray Animal Park - Located about half an hour from Brunswick.  Great Wildlife Park with a great opportunity for children to see animals such as moose and many others.  If you are expecting a zoo you will be disappointed, but this is more of an educational center.  Strongly recommend packing a lunch and enjoying the day there.  We love it.

Storyland - This fun park is located in New Hampshire.  So fun for smaller children.  We spent the night down there, because it is too much to do in one day.  Had a blast.  

Whale Watching - I get terribly seasick, but my in laws took my oldest son.  They had a blast.  They saw tons of whales.  They left out of Bar Harbor. 

Augusta Arboretum - Great place for some day hikes.  Located about 45 minutes from Augusta.  Pack a lunch and do some exploring.  There website has listed a lot of activities for families.

Swan Island - Located in Richmond.  Great fun.  This island is full of history and is located on the Kennebec River.  You must catch a shuttle to head out there and then you can get a guided tour (must be reserved in advance) or explore on your own.  We saw beautiful bald eagle nest.

Skiing - The major ski mountains (Sugarloaf, Sunday River) both offer during the season a week of free ski and snowboard lessons for children.  Great opportunity to learn how to ski.  There are stipulations that apply, but if you time it right you can combine a nice vacation with a reasonable way with learning to ski.

Ice Skating – in Falmouth, outdoor with a cooled rink. Rentals available. $5.00 for non-residents.

Mini Golf – in Brunswick. Long Shot Golf Center has mini golf and a driving range for practicing the golf swing.

Androscoggin River Bicycle & Pedestrian Path - The Bike Path is a 2.63 mile paved bicycle/walking path along the Androscoggin River. Pets allowed. Great for picnics and family time. 
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Camping/Cabins: 

Acadia National Park - This is located on Mt. Desert Island, about 3 hours away.  Beautiful but full of tourists.  Great for small hikes, and awesome for biking.  We camped and enjoyed the hot showers, but again, a little crowded.  The shops in Bar Harbor are adorable.  We also have stayed in hotels there, and enjoyed that too.  http://www.nps.gov/acad/
Mt. Blue State Park - This is located about 3 hours away in Rangeley Maine. One of our favorite camp spots.  Awesome hiking, including Tumble Down Mountain, which is a few mile hike, but the top has a peaceful lake that is great for fly fishing.  Give yourself a full day for this adventure.  The park is great.  It has hot showers and nice restrooms.  It is on a lake that you can rent canoes and paddle boats; there is also a swimming area that has lifeguards.  The forest rangers offer daily classes that are suited for children of all ages.  One example is a sunrise canoe ride that they take you on.  They point out wildlife that can only be seen that early, such as loons and moose.  The campsites are nicely spaced out.  There is a 2-mile hiking trail right on the park.  

Moosehead Lake Region - Another one of my favorite spots in Maine.  We stayed in a cabin here, right on the river.  Perfect for fishing and waking up to the sounds of Loons.  Pretty isolated if you wish, but in town are cute shops.  Absolutely gorgeous.

Evergreen Campground - Our secret little camp spot located right on the Kennebec River.  Also about 30 minutes from the Appalachian Trail, which can make for a great day hike.  Also, great fly and regular fishing.  Small campground that has great facilities, including a yummy breakfast on weekends.  We camp here, but they also offer cabins. 

Baxter State Park - Only for the rustic.  No pets aloud and camping is done in lean-to’s.  The hiking trails are awesome and if hiking to the top of Mt. Katadin, strongly encourage you talk to someone who has done it before, and it is truly an experience of a lifetime. 
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 Great Pond – Has cabins and campsites to choice from. They have a recreation hall for hours of indoor fun. They also have recreation equipment to rent like kayaks, canoes, etc. Pets are allowed for an extra $5.00. They are open all four seasons for some great Maine fun! http://www.navylifenortheast.com/nas_rec_greatpond.aspx
When in Maine do what the Mainer’s do:
Isamax Whoopie Pies - Yummy.  My boys amazed their class when they told them they had never had whoopie pies before.  These yummy desserts are just chocolate sponge cake and whipped cream, but Isamax in Gardiner puts a twist to them.  Well worth the 40-minute drive.  I have the recipe for them too.

Maine State Museum - Located in Augusta.   Great place to learn about the history of Maine.  Nothing extravagant, but located right next to the capital so you can check that out too.

Microbrews - Maine makes some darn good beer and they also have fantastic food at the following pubs:

Liberal Cup:  Hallowell

Friggin’ Sturgeon:  Gardiner

Sea Dogs:  Topsham

Gritty McDuff’s:  Portland and Freeport

Whitewater Rafting - The Kennebec River was a blast.    

Schools: 

There is a lot of information on the Curtis Library website. There is also some home schooling resources too. www.curtislibrary.com/ref/schools.html
Brunswick School Department - www.brunswick.k12.me.us
Topsham Schools – www.link75.org
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VP-26 Enlisted Spouse Group – www.geocities.com/esgvp26
Brunswick School Department – www.brunswick.k12.me.us
Brunswick Times Record – newspaper www.timesrecord.com
Town of Brunswick – Has all kinds of helpful information. www.brunswickme.org
Brunswick Housing – The Housing people can give you some local listings some are really great. www.housing.navy.mil
Buying a House – www.militarybyowner.com
Library – www.curtislibrary.com
PCS Brunswick.Net - www.pcsamerica.net/bases/132/index.cfm
Naval Air Station Welcome Website - www.nasb.navy.mil/nasb_history.htm
Military.Com Installation Guide - http://benefits.military.com/misc/installations/Base_Content.jsp?id=3010
Southern Midcoast Maine Chamber -http://www.midcoastmaine.com/index.asp?menuTOPID=4&menusetID=8&zpoint=4






