Straight Thoughts from a Bent Mind XC, 31 Jan 04

Okay, I’ll admit, I had to look up the roman numerals for 90…In my last Straight Thoughts, it was pointed out to me that I got kind of “preachy” so I will keep the sermons to a minimum from now on…Happy New Year everyone!  Hard to believe its been 20 years since I graduated from high school.  I knew I was getting old when my daughter started researching class rings.  Oh my, where has the time gone.  Just think, twenty years ago home computers were just starting to make a dent in our society and the internet was still 8 years away.  HBO and Showtime only had one channel.  Dan Marino was only in his second year with the Dolphins.  (Come to think of it, the Dolphins have not gone back to the Super Bowl since that season.)  You could still go into a store in South Florida to ask for directions and not have to be multi-lingual.  All your friends still looked young and fit, not bald and fat.  Speaking of old friends, when did the goatee become popular with older guys?  All three of my hometown friends had goatees this past Xmas.  I tried to grow one but it look like I had thrown up on myself…Recently in Nebraska, a predominantly white school suspended three Caucasian teenagers because they put up posters asking the student body to vote for a white student for the next Distinguished African American Award in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King.  Now, I was only 2 when Dr. King was assassinated, but from everything I read about him, it seems to me he wanted harmony and equality between the races, not continued division.  He was a great man who believed ALL people should live in peace.  Shouldn’t an award named after him be for ANY student who displays the characteristics of peace, brotherly love, and cooperation regardless of his/her race?  Why not just call it the Dr MLK Humanitarian Award so all students would be eligible?  Imagine, if you will, a school in Alabama or Mississippi that is predominantly black and had an award in February called “The Distinguished George Washington Caucasian Award.”  Is that acceptable and fair?  Hmmm…Not to beat the race card into the ground, but when did the word “minority” become the sole possession of African Americans?  I hear a lot of pundits on television and in the news talking about minority hiring, or lack thereof, in sports and corporations.  However, this fervor only seems to apply to blacks not being hired.  What about all the Hispanics and Orientals and Irish and Italians and Native Americans in this country who are not represented on sidelines and boardrooms in this country?  Just curious… What is it with the world’s infatuation with movie stars and their personal lives?  I recently watched Gigli with Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez and found it quite good.  (I was not actually sitting with J-Lo and Ben, they were in the movie).  In all honesty, I rented it because I heard how bad it was and I wanted to see for myself.  Sort of the “train wreck curiousity” thing.  Although the movie was quite vulgar, I found it to be humorous and entertaining.  Don’t get me wrong, it wasn’t Othello, but it wasn’t Ernest Goes to Camp either.  This movie was doomed before it ever hit the theaters because the backlash against “Benniffer” prevented it from getting the respect it deserved.  I personally do not care for J-Lo’s music but I have to admit she has a “cuteness” quality in her acting that is charming.  Ben Affleck is a decent actor, but he curiously plays a one-dimensional, stubborn, hard-headed dolt who needs a woman to tell him how to cope.  In essence he plays a man.  Haha.  (Sounds like someone from Cosmopolitan wrote the script.)  The scene of J-Lo doing yoga while espousing the merits of the vagina is a classic and that scene alone is worth the price of the rental.  The plot is sort of choppy and it does feel like it could have been a lot better, but it was not the total disaster that critics have portrayed it to be.  Al Pacino has a cameo and as usual, he goes off on a diatribe that mostly involves raising his voice and making his veins pop out.  Is this supposed to be his signature schtick?  I find it annoying.  All in all, I recommend this movie with “thumbs up.”…Why is it as people’s butts get bigger, their underwear gets smaller?  Think thongs.  Shouldn’t there be a law against fat-assed people wearing thongs?  Its not like I sit around all day checking out fat people’s asses.  (Jesus, it is true.  I do sit around all day looking at all kinds of asses.  Help!)  If you are near someone who is “healthily-challenged” and they squat or bend over (quite an accomplishment in itself), you can see the top part of the thong.  Of course, inevitably, my mind pictures the rest of that thong and I want to vomit a goatee.

