Straight Thoughts from a Bent Mind LXXXIX, 31 Dec 03


As the world prepared for the unveiling of the new Lord of the Rings movie, something occurred to me:  There are a lot of losers on this planet we call Earth.  I can’t imagine Jesus himself coming back from the dead would elicit this much mania among the dweeb sect.  I could just see the conversation.

Jesus:  “Hello My children.  I have returned.”

Dweeb 1:  “Dude, Frodo has the ring and all Inner Earth is rejoicing.”

Dweeb 2:  “This is so awesome, Fellow Ringer.

Jesus:  “I have returned to tend My flock.  Do you not understand?”

Dweeb 1:  Maybe this time the movie will last longer than our stay in line to buy tickets.”

Dweeb 2:  After we buy our tickets, we will have enough left over for zit cream.

Jesus:  “You two really should get girlfriends.”

Dweebs:  “Girls?  Ewwwwww!”


As screwed up as these people are, the recent release of the third Ring movie has brought up a situation that has always perplexed me.  Apparently, a man in Georgia has purchased ALL the tickets to the first showing of Lord of the Rings:  Return of the King.  He is selling them on e-Bay at an astronomical mark up ($140!).  People are complaining that this is scalping.  How come when movie theaters raise ticket prices its called marketing, but when individuals do it, its called scalping?…Kansas State played football against Oklahoma earlier this month in Kansas City.  It was the closest thing this area gets to real drama.  Tickets for this game are going for $115 through the college, but you can get them outside the stadium for $200.  Again, the colleges are clamoring for a law against “scalping” tickets.  I don’t understand how this is wrong.  When a college sells tickets for $115 and someone pays for it, they got their money.  What the individual does with the ticket afterwards is no longer the school’s business.  The real crime is when the school raises ticket prices by 10% the next year.  Or what about the oil companies and gas prices.  O.P.E.C. announces that a barrel of oil will go up a buck and oil company executives get whiplash raising gas prices IMMEDIATELY.  How is that not scalping?…Is it me or does it seem like I get more phone calls since the National Don’t Call list came out?  Since so many people have signed up, perhaps the telemarketers have picked up their efforts to call those who aren’t on the list, like me…Is there anything more annoying than commercials at the movie theater.  When did this become a good idea?…I am grateful for many tings in my life, but mostly I am grateful for remote controls.  I love the freedom to turn change the channel anytime one of those retarded e-Bay commercials comes on.  Ditto for Subway commercials with Jared.  (Note to Subway:  We got it.  He was fat.  He ate your subs.  Now he’s thin.  WE…GOT…IT!  The last thing we want is to keep being reminded that WE are still fat)…The more women I talk to the more I realize I like men…Anyone who knows me is well aware of my feelings on religion.  As opposed to organized religion as I am, I still have a “live and let live” view of it.  I don’t mind people believing in their particular deity as it is everyone’s right to freedom of religion.  However, I find it hard to believe that putting prayer back in school is going to curb the problems we have in this country with gangs, drugs, teenage pregnancies, and/or crime.  Let me say up front, I do not have a problem with prayer in school, per se.  If you want to pray, pray.  If you don’t, don’t.  As long as it is not mandatory to pray, who cares if someone says an Our Father?  I also don’t have a problem with the ten commandments being displayed on federal property.  Nothing wrong with it.  If you don’t like it, just ignore it when you walk past.  But let’s face it, who can forget the image of Charleton Heston tossing the tablets down onto the horny throng at the end of the movie.  I do not believe this event actually happened, but I still find the movie powerful and a great way to spend a few hours.  I even own a copy of it on DVD.  But I have digressed.  My point is, putting prayer back in school is NOT going to stop crime or the moral breakdown of our society.  Ask an Irishman if prayer has stopped the war between the Irish and the English.  Or ask a Muslim about the two Crusades.  Or ask a Bosnian about genocide.  All of these wars were fought in the name of religion.  Religion is not the answer for societal correction, its merely a tool.  The true reason our society has descended into the mishmash that it has is the breakdown of the family unit.  I know women’s groups will boycott me (as if they read me anyway) but the proliferation of both parents working began this slide.  I don’t have actual numbers, but I am willing to bet this trend started in the mid 1970s.  This is right after the Vietnam War when the lack of men necessitated the need for women to enter the workforce.  This same phenomenon happened near the end of World War II and Korea.  Men had gone off to war and many did not return.  This decrease in the lack of able-bodied men led to the acceptance of women in the workforce.  Again, I am not arguing against women in the workplace.  I am merely pointing out the trickle down affect.  Both parents work and kids are sent to daycare.  For the sake of argument, lets say a child is at daycare from 8 AM to 4 PM on weekdays.  That is 40 hours a week.  If they sleep from 9 PM until 7 PM, that leaves one hour in the morning and 5 hours each night to interact with the parents.  So in essence, they spend more time at daycare (40 hours to 30) than they do with us.  Those 6 hours are not always spent in “quality time” since there is dinner and other social engagements to keep, but you get the point.  A majority of kids in daycare are between the ages of 1-5 years.  Those are the most important years in the emotional and intellectual development of a child and we trust this important parental responsibility to a stranger who has to watch 5 to 10 other kids.  If you’ve ever been in the “zoo” that is daycare, you know the brattiest, loudest monkey, I mean kid, gets most of the attention.  So now our children are shunned by not only us, but the only other role model they have.  Is it a wonder they become obnoxious, bratty, and rotten?  They are starved for attention.  As they get older, this trend continues when they enter public schools.  They have not developed emotionally or socially, and they try to get along just to be part of a group.  This only increases their loss of identity.  We all remember the fat/ugly/glass-wearing/quiet kid who was an outcast or introvert.  We suspected he or she would be a serial killer later in life.  But those kids, however anti-social at the time, tended to grow up knowing how to deal with being alone.  Most of them probably turn out to be senators or millionaires.  They learn self reliance and self sufficiency.  The ones we need to look out for are the children who blend into the group and are always in need of a “posse”.  THEY are the ones who grow up to be serial killers.  Their need for acceptance leads them to replace their parent’s guidance with less savory influences such as the rebel kid who fulfills his lack of self esteem by socially dominating his less developed peers.  It’s a vicious social cycle that repeats itself year after year in every stage of their development.  Now I understand that this growth retardation has been happening for years.  This is true, but its only in the last 20 years that children have been provided with even more outside stimulus and negative influences.  This is around the time cable TV exploded onto the landscape as well as MTV.  I am not saying those two entertainment icons are to blame.  Its just that they brought a very impressionable influence into the house and there were no parents to monitor this.  If you give a gun to a child but do not teach him how to handle it or respect it, he is going to blow a hole in his head.  It’s the same with the influences they receive from friends, TV, radio, magazines, AND the internet.  If a parent is not around to explain these influences to a child, he/she forms his own opinions on it.  Not every kid who has a parental void in his homelife will turn into a criminal.  However, statistics show that the majority of juvenile defenders come from broken homes.  Is it any coincidence that the occurrence of juvenile crime has grown faster since 1980 than at any other time in our history?  My ultimate point is the steep price we pay for upward mobility is tendered on our children.  There is no way praying or religion is going to help with this societal problem.  In my opinion, they often contribute to it because people use it as a crutch.  “I prayed that god would help me get that pay raise so I can move out of this bad section of town.  But he did not answer my prayer so I guess he wants me to stay here.”  Think I am kidding?  Go into a low income housing area and ask some of the people what they are doing to improve their lot in life.  Most of society expects the church and charitable organization to take care of all these problems.  Folks, its time to start getting our hands dirty.  The key is to stop living your life for god and start living it for your children.

