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Have you ever noticed how timid and intimidated a white person looks when they are in the audience of a black comedian.  Everytime the comedian makes a joke about blacks, the entire place erupts with laughter, but the white guy just claps softly and smiles.   Is he afraid to laugh because he might get beat up?…In a previous life, or when I was a teen, I had a serious inferiority complex.  I was not happy with who I was.  Over the years, that lack of self esteem has departed to be replaced by a confident and egomaniacal being.  I have grown to like my body and I have never really been intimidated by the way I look.  That is until I started showering at the gym after working out.  There is no easy way to say this so I will just say it.  Never, EVER, be the only white guy showering with a group of black men.  It just wrecks your ego and destroys any sense of self that you have.  I mean I never thought I was a porn star, but I always thought I was doing pretty well in the man tool department.  Then I shower with these guys and I am tripping over their manhoods.  One guy had to give us a warning when he was turning around so we could all duck.  Another guy used his as a backbrush.  I tried to convince myself that it was just the cold water causing shrinkage, but there is no denying it.  I felt like I was in a herd of wild stallions.  Fortunately, this older white gentlemen entered the shower and I perked up a bit.  Then another black man entered the shower and his penis was…um…at attention.  I didn’t know if I was supposed to be flattered or scared…Sometimes the media likes to portray the events in Iraq as a bully picking on the little guy.  Sometimes they portray it as we have no business being over there.  Some of the guys from my squadron were involved in the worst fighting over there and they tell stories of people coming to them weeping with joy about being liberated from Saddam's rule.  We tend to forget these soldiers are actually men, women, brothers, sisters, sons, daughters, fathers and mothers.  The media does not portray them as human beings but as objects or numbers.  The people of Iraq, for the most part, are happy we are there.  One guy in my squadron told me of being mobbed like a rock star after helping to pull down a statue of Saddam.  He said the people just wanted to touch him like he was the Prophet Muhammed himself.  Most people born in America have no concept of what it is like to live in a country where you are constantly in fear for your life.  Nor do we understand the elation at having that fear removed.  The closest example we have in this country is maybe the inner city where daily crime, gang shootings and murders are the norm.  If we sent in the Army and cleaned up these inner cities, do you think the populace would be elated or upset that we intervened?  Who would be the most upset?  The criminals, gang members, and murderers, of course.  The vast majority of people want to just sit on their front porch with their children without fear of getting shot.  The thugs and criminals do not represent most of the people who live in these inner city ghettos.  Most residents are just hard working people trying to live life the best they can.  Similiarly, the small minority of Iraqis who are waging guerrilla warfare right now are not speaking for an entire nation…When I read the news and I hear how President Bush has not produced the weapons of mass destruction he insisted were in Iraq, I say "so what?"  We were there to remove a murderous tyrant.  The fact that he did or did not have ANY MORE weapons in Iraq is moot.  We know he HAD them and USED them because the Kurds in the North are living proof.  I'll admit Bush made a mistake using weapons of mass destruction as his main reason for going to war.  He should have used it as one of many reasons, not the sole reason.  This constant whining about us not finding these weapons is nothing more than petty politics by people who are not supporting their country and president.  Their comments are akin to someone, on December 8, 1941 claiming we should not go to war with Japan because we have no proof that they will attack us AGAIN.  Do these people really believe that finding these weapons would be the only reason we should have removed Saddam?  ONLY after we found MORE weapons?  How were we supposed to find these weapons WITHOUT going to war?  Oh wait, we have the UN inspection teams.  I forgot about them.  Of course, Saddam had been so helpful about giving them unfettered access to all his facilities except certain ones which were off limits to everyone.  There could not possibly be any weapons in these palaces, mosques or schools because Saddam told us there were not and he is totally reliable.  If you didn't catch the sarcasm in my words, then your name is Susan "Hanoi Jane" Sarandon.  Are these Saddam apologists really that naive?  Or is it possible they are just trying to further their own agenda.  If these congressmen/actors are so convinced Iraq is not a threat, let them walk through the streets of Tikrit (without an entourage of media accompanying them) with an American flag draped over their shoulders and see if they make it to the next election/movie set/book deal.  One final note on the attitudes of the Iraqi people.  When I lived in Germany back in the mid-80s, I once spoke to an elderly couple about their experiences during WW II.  They told me they lost a son during the war.  I asked if he were a soldier and they said no.  They said they would never have joined the Nazi party or allowed their children to be part of the army.  They were all hiding in caves outside of town when the Battle of the Bulge took place.  Their farm was right in the area where this epic battle took place, but their son had returned to the farm to feed the animals.  An American fighter plane strafed the field and killed him.  I was taken aback and felt horrible.  I apologized, but they both smiled and told me they did not blame America.  They blamed Hitler.  It was he who brought all this death and destruction down on them.  They knew the Americans were there to help free Germany from Hitler's rule.  Losing their son was devastating, but Hitler was removed and their remaining children were able to live in a new Germany peacefully.  The elderly wife also told me that not every German was a Nazi and that not every Nazi was a Jew killer.  Much in the way that not every Russian was a communist and a hater of Americans, and not every Iraqi is a hater of the West.  A lot of them are just men, women, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, son or daughters.  Just like us.
