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I don’t mind a dog licking its ass, but do they have to be so noisy about it?  And do they have to insist on licking my face afterwards?…Nothing annoys me more than white people who say, “One of my best friends is/was African-American/Hispanic/Chinese/Japanese...”  Does this make you an enlightened individual?  Does it mean you are more culturally aware than someone who lives in an all white neighborhood and doesn’t claim to know any minorities?…I am a 36 year old white male (yes, I am old) of Northern European descent.  I am sick and tired of everyone in this country blaming my demographic for the country's troubled past and present.  I never owned slaves, I never abused the Chinese, I never persecuted Jews, I never placed any Japanese in intern camps, and I never wiped out the Indians.  I was born in the 1960s and I never prevented a black person from having a job, owning a home, or getting a scholarship.  Why in the hell should my generation be responsible for restitution for these actions?  This is ludicrous.  There seems to be a prevailing wisdom among some minorities that if they create enough smoke, people will believe there is a fire.  African-Americans scream discrimination every time a black person is not hired for a job; Japanese-Americans are suing the government for the US intern camps of the 1940s; women are screaming sexual harassment every time a guy looks at them cross-eyed.  I do not doubt there are many cases of discrimination, harassment and injustice, but not every case is cause for litigation and/or heads to roll.  Where is it written that if you come to this country and you are in the minority, that you are owed certain rights above those who came before you?  You either blend into the established culture or you remain an outsider and never assimilate.  You are not owed special dispensation or rights just because you are new.  When someone is hired at a business do they automatically go to the top of the ladder or do they scrape their way from the bottom up?  Why shouldn't life be the same way?  No one owes anyone anything.  You earn your way.  Too many minorities, in my opinion, want things given to them and don't want to work for it…Recently Senate Minority Leader, Trent Lott made an ambiguous comment at a birthday dinner to honor Strom Thurmond.  He was paying a compliment to a man who once held (and maybe still does) racist views.  His comment was in regard to the 1948 presidential election when Thurmond ran as a Dixiecrat, a party opposed to integration.  Lott remarked about Mississippi voting for Thurmond instead of Truman when he said, "We're proud of it.  And if the rest of the country had followed our lead, we wouldn't have had all these problems over all these years either."  Its the interpretation of "problems" that has caused all the furor.  Automatically, the media and anyone looking to get their face on TV spun this as a racist comment.  Apparently, in 1948 Thurmond considered blacks subhuman.  Most of his peers felt the same way.  He was not the sole owner of racist views then or now.  Racist conspiracy theorists have barbequed Lott by reading his mind and saying that by "problems" he really meant "those uppity niggers."  Of the 100 or so white guests over the age of 50 at that dinner, how many of them do you think held those same views at one time?  Seventy-five percent would be a conservative estimate.  My problem with this entire brouhaha is not that Lott was saying we should have elected a racist (I don't think that is what he meant) its that so many people are ready to jump on the racism bandwagon and condemn him.  Congress was talking about censoring him before he finally resigned.  This is a perfect example of the pot calling the kettle black.  (No pun intended)  You would be hard pressed to find a single white southern congressman over the age of 60 who didn't feel at least somewhat similar to how Thurmond felt then.  It appears to me that Lott's crime was not BEING a racist, but not speaking clearly enough.  He allowed too much room for interpretation by the liberal media and the agency of character assassins known as the NAACP.  If Thurmond being elected president was such a terrible and horrendous idea, why the hell were the Washington elite throwing him a birthday party in his honor.  Aren't they condoning his views from 1948?  Shouldn't all of them be censored, fined, chastised and removed from office for attending the party for a man who was a racist 54 years ago?  Or is it possible that people change?  And isn't it possible that Lott was just paying a compliment and meant nothing so sinister?  In Washington, everything you say is open to interpretation and its not going to be interpreted in the manner you meant it.
