Grade Three
Language Arts

Reading

· Know common third grade-level sight words
· Decode phonetically regular multisyllabic words.

· Identify antonyms, synonyms, homophones (homonyms), and homographs
· Use index, glossary, and table of contents to locate information in books.
· Read grade-appropriate fiction and nonfiction material fluently, both silently and aloud.
· Show comprehension by answering questions about a finished text.
· Experience a wide range of literature selections, including fiction and nonfiction books, multicultural folktales, myths and legends, and poetry.

· Differentiate between fiction and nonfiction, biography and autobiography.

· Follow multistep written instructions.
Writing

· Switch to cursive in al written work, with practice to perfect letter shapes, size, slant, and spacing.
· Write frequently, exploring a range of genres, including stories, personal narratives, poems, essays, and reports.

· Organize writing in coherent paragraphs.

· Know and use the correct format for friendly letter – including heading, salutation, body, and closing – and the correct way to address an envelope.

· Distinguish between complete and incomplete sentences.

· Use capital letters correctly.

· Use periods, question marks, exclamation points, and quotation marks correctly.  Use commas between the day and year when writing a date, between city and state when writing an address, and in series within sentences.

· Use apostrophe in contractions and in singular and plural progressive nouns.

· Identify common prefixes and suffixes.

· Know common abbreviations.

· Identify nouns, proper nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives; and past, present, and future tenses of verbs.

· Use conventional spelling for the bulk of written work.

Listening and Speaking Skills

· Make short oral reports.

· Tell stories to a group; present short dramatizations.
· Memorize and recite short poems.

Study Skills

· Be able to use the dictionary, encyclopedia, and thesaurus.
· Be able to use the telephone directory.

· Alphabetize material to the third or fourth letter.

· Be familiar with the use of the library.
Mathematics

Number Theory

· Know numbers through the hundred thousands; be able to write these in both numerals and words.

· Order and compare numbers to 999,999 using greater than (>), lesser than (<), and equals (=) signs.

· Be able to count by 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s; and by 10’s starting with any given number.

· Understand place value through the hundred thousands.

· Round numbers to the nearest 10 and 100.

· Be able to write numbers in “expanded” form through the thousands.

· Review the concept of odd and even numbers.

· Identify ordinal numbers through one hundredth.

· Know the meaning of square number.

· Know Roman numerals from I to XX (1 to 20).

· Understand the concept of negative numbers.

· Identify and compare fractions from ½ to 1/10.

· Recognize and write mixed numbers.

· Read and write decimal numbers through the hundredths.

· Collect, organize, and analyze data using bar and line graphs.

· Locate points on a coordinate grid.
Operations

· Review basic addition and subtraction facts.
· Recognize addition and subtraction as inverse operations.  Kids should know that addition can be used to check the answers to subtraction problems and vice versa.

· Be able to add and subtract, with and without regrouping, with numbers up to five digits.

· Know basic multiplication facts through 10 X 10.

· Be able to multiply two- and three-digit numbers by single whole numbers.

· Estimate answers to addition, subtraction, and multiplication problems.
· Recognize multiplication and division as inverse operations; know the definitions of dividend, divisor, and quotient.

· Be able to divide two- and three-digit numbers by single whole numbers.

· Understand the use of parentheses in mathematical sentences to indicate the order of operations.

· Solve two-step word problems using all four basic arithmetic operations.

· Recognize and continue repeating patterns with numbers, symbols, or manipulatives.

· Apply mathematical knowledge to other areas of the academic curriculum and to everyday situations.

Money and Measurement

· Be able to write amounts of money using dollar or cent signs and decimal points.

· Perform basic arithmetical operations with money.

· Be able to select appropriate measuring instruments for determining length, surface area, volume (liquid and dry), and weight using standard and nonstandard units. 
· Be able to measure temperature in both degrees Fahrenheit and Centigrade (Celsius).

· Be able to tell time to the nearest minute.

Geometry

· Recognize and identify basic and more complex two-dimensional figures.
· Recognize and identify common three-dimensional figures (geometric solids).

· Recognize and identify horizontal, vertical, parallel, and perpendicular lines.

· Be able to define vertex and angle.

· Compare and contrast similar and congruent figures.

· Calculate perimeter and area.

· Define and measure circumference and diameter.
History and Geography

American History

· Early migrations into North America and the establishment of the first civilizations.

· Survey American Indian life and culture.

· European exploration of North America: the Vikings.

· Explorers who followed Columbus.

· European exploration of North America: the Spaniards and the settlement of the Southwest.

· European exploration of North America: Canada and the search for the Northwest Passage.

· A survey of the thirteen colonies.

· The Southern colonies: Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia.

· The New England colonies: Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.

· The Middle Atlantic colonies: New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania.

World History

· The Renaissance.
· The Reformation.

· England to the Age of Exploration.

· The Age of Exploration.

· The Age of Revolution.
Geography

· Review and reinforce basic geographical concepts covered in previous studies.
· Define and describe the major kinds of climate and relate these to geographical locations.

· Survey the major rivers of the world.
Science

Physical Science

· Explore and understand the properties of light.
· Explore and understand the properties of heat.

Life Science

· Understand the concept of balance of nature, the elements of the food chain, and the definition of ecosystem.
· Continue studies of animal classification introduced in grade 1.

· Continue studies of human anatomy and physiology

Earth Science

· Define fossil and know how fossils are formed.
· Know the difference between a rock and a mineral; and the characteristics of the three major groups of rocks: sedimentary, igneous, and metamorphic.

· Know the names and order of the planets in our solar system and be able to define orbit, rotation, and revolution.

· Understand the big bang theory and be aware of the size and composition of the universe.

· Be able to define gravity and describe its effects.

· Define and describe lunar and solar eclipses.

· Be familiar with the common constellations.

· Survey the history of space exploration.
Foreign Language

Art

· Review the color wheel, know primary, secondary, and intermediate colors (red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, and red-violet).
· Recognize foreground, middle ground, and background in works of art.

· Identify balance and symmetry in works of art.  Recognize patterns and differentiate between figure and ground.

· Connect art to other academic disciplines across the curriculum.

· Experiment with a variety of art media and techniques including drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, pottery, and textile or fiber arts.
Music

· Reinforce and expand upon the musical concepts taught in earlier grades.
· recognize and understand symbols for whole, half, quarter, and eighth notes and whole, half, and quarter rests.

· Recognize and understand 4/4, 2/4, and ¾ meter signatures and the symbols p, pp, f, and ff.

· Review the families of instruments in the orchestra and the individual instruments that make up each family.

· Listen to a range of pieces by well-known composers and to a variety of multicultural selections.
Health and Physical Education

· By the end of third grade, kids should usually be able to run, dodge, and change direction while running; throw and catch both small- and large-size balls with reasonable accuracy; hit a volleyball; jump rope; dribble, pass, and shoot basketballs; and kick balls, as in soccer.
· Know which physical activities are associated with cardiovascular strength, muscular strength and endurance, and flexibility.

· Participate in age-appropriate indoor and outdoor athletic activities.

· Understand the negative aspects of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.

· Be familiar with basic first-aid practices.
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