Grade Two
Language Arts

Reading

· Basically, second-graders are expected to enhance and expand upon the skills acquired in grade one, honing their decoding (sounding out) abilities, and increasing vocabulary and reading fluency.
· Review and reinforce phonemes.

· Expand upon the ability to decode one-syllable words.

· Be able to identify root words and to identify common inflectional endings: s es, ed, er, est, and ing.

· Know age-appropriate sight words.

· Identify and use contractions.

Phonics, Decoding, and Word Recognition

· Decode regular two-syllable words.

· Understand basic rules of syllabication.

· Increase knowledge of sight words.

· Know meanings of common abbreviations.

· Read grade-appropriate materials aloud with proper expression and intonation.
Reading Comprehension

· Discuss previously read material, recalling and describing details of plot, characters, and setting.
· Obtain specific information from print materials.

· Follow two-step written instructions.

· Identify rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, simile, and metaphor in poetry.  Read and recognize limericks.
· Experience a wide range of literary materials, including fiction and nonfiction books, myths, folktales, and fables, multicultural stories, and the like.  Kids should read silently to themselves, aloud to others, and should listen to read-alouds.
Writing

· Practice manuscript handwriting skills, improving accuracy and legibility.
· Experiment with a range of writing projects, including short stories, poems, nonfiction reports, journal keeping, and letter writing.

· Know and use the correct format for a friendly letter, including date, salutation, body, closing, and signature.

· Recognize complete and incomplete sentences; be able to identify subject and predicate.

· Be able to identify nouns, verbs, and adjectives and use adjectives in a comparative sense by adding er or est.

· Identify synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms.

· Change regular verbs to the past tense by adding ed; know the present and past tenses of common irregular verbs.

· Change regular nouns to plural form by adding s; change nouns ending in s, ss, sh, ch, or x to plural form by adding es.

· Spell phonetically regular words and second grade-level sight words from dictation.

· Capitalize proper nouns, the first words of sentences, the pronoun I, the names of holidays, months, and days of the year, the names of countries, cities, and states, and the main words in book titles.

· Know the correct use of periods, question marks, exclamation points, and quotation marks.  Use commas correctly in dates and addresses.
Listening and Speaking Skills

· Be able to retell stories in proper sequence.
· Memorize and recite short poems and rhymes.

· Be able to give a short oral report based on facts drawn from a number of different sources.
Study Skills

· Use a “first dictionary” to check word definitions and spellings.
· Be able to alphabetize to the second or third letter.
Mathematics

Number Theory

· Recognize and write numbers 0 to 1,000.  Be able to read and write number words to 100.
· Order and compare numbers to 1,000 using “greater than” (>), “lesser than” (<), and “equals” (=) signs.

· Be able to count to 100 by 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s.

· Understand place values for 1s, 10s, 100s, and 1000s.

· Round numbers to the nearest 10.

· Be able to write numbers in “expanded” form through the 100s.

· Understand the concept of even and odd numbers.

· Use tallies for counting and score keeping.

· Identify ordinal positions from first through twentieth.

· Recognize and write fractions from 1/10 to ½.

· Recognize and extend repeating patterns using symbols, pictures, or manipulatives.

· Collect, organize, and record data using pictorial and bar graphs.
Operations

· Know basic addition and subtraction facts through 20.
· Understand the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction.  Or, if you prefer, subtraction is the opposite of addition. 4+2=6 and 6-2=4.
· Understand the relationships within the addition and subtraction fact “families.”

· Review the commutative property of addition.

· Be able to estimate sums and differences to 100.

· Be able to solve two- and three-digit addition and subtraction problems with and without regrouping.

· Recognize the multiplication sign (x); know the definitions of factor and product.

· Know the commutative property of multiplication.

· Know multiplication facts through the “five times” table.

· Understand the use of variables and use these in number sentences.

· Solve simple one-step addition, subtraction, and multiplication problems, including horizontal and vertical numerical problems and word problems.

· Apply mathematical knowledge to other areas of the academic curriculum and to everyday situations.

Money and Measurement

· Recognize and know the relative values of pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, half dollars, and dollar bills.
· Be able to determine values of given combinations of bills and coins, and write the amount using either the cent sign or the dollar sign and decimal point.

· Be able to add and subtract money and make change.

· Compare and order objects by length, weight, and volume.

· Be able to read a thermometer, measure temperatures in degrees Fahrenheit, and recognize the degree (o) sign.
· Know the names of the months of the year in order.

· Tell time to the quarter hour.

Geometry

· Identify the basic two-dimensional figures: circle, square, rectangle, and triangle.
· Identify the basic three-dimensional figures: sphere, cube, cone, pyramid, and cylinder.

· Recognize and differentiate among horizontal, vertical, parallel and perpendicular lines.

· Be able to identify and create symmetrical figures and designs.

· Define and measure perimeter and area.
History and Geography

American History

· Know the basic purpose and content of the United States constitution and understand the structure and function of the federal government.
· The War of 1812.

· Westward expansion: wagon trains, steamboats, the transcontinental railroad, and the impact on the American Indians.

· An overview of the Civil War.

· Immigration

· Civil rights: women’s suffrage, integration, the rights of workers.

World History

· Survey the history of Asia, covering landmark events. culture and religion, and geography.
· Survey the medieval to early Renaissance period (A.D. 400-1600).
Geography

· Name and locate the seven continents and four major oceans on a world map and globe.
· Name and locate Canada, the United States, and Mexico on maps and globes; continue to expand geographical knowledge based on studies in other academic disciplines.

· Make “story maps.”

· Understand the use of a map key or legend; know the cardinal directions (north, east, south, and west).

· Define and locate northern and southern hemispheres, the equator, and the North and South Poles.  Introduce concepts of latitude and longitude.
Science

Physical Science

· A very first introduction to Newtonian physics: students should investigate objects in motion and learn that force is required to change an objects speed.
· Sometimes forces are applied by simple machines.  Know the basic simple machines (lever, wedge, inclined plane, wheel, screw) and how they work.

· Define and explain friction.

· Investigate magnetism.

· Understand that sound is caused by vibration.

Life Science

· Understand and be able to describe the varied life cycles of plants and animals.
· Understand and be able to describe seasonal changes as they affect plants and animals

· Understand cell theory.

· Continue and expand upon the study of human body systems begun in grade 1 (see pages 97-98).

· Be able to identify and describe the five senses and their respective systems.
Earth Science

· Understand and be able to describe the water cycle.
· Continue and expand upon previous studies of weather.
Foreign Language

Art

· Understand the function of the color wheel; know the rules of color mixing; experiment with tints and shades.
· Be familiar with the elements of line, shape, texture, space, light, and shadow.

· Identify different kinds of picture: portraits, still lifes, abstract art, and landscapes.
· Continue to experience and discuss a variety of artworks by well-known artists throughout history and examples of arts and crafts from a range of countries and cultures.  Know that architecture is the art of designing buildings.

· Experiment with different art media and techniques to produce original artworks.
Music

· Know the definition of scale, staff, and treble clef; know the names of the lines and spaces of the treble clef.
· Identify whole, half, and quarter notes and whole, half and quarter rests.

· Experiment with simple musical instruments.

· Listen and respond to varied selections by famous composers.

· Know the names of the instrument families of the orchestra and their individual members.
Health and Physical Education

· Be familiar with the elements of good nutrition and the structure of the food pyramid.
· As a general rule, second-graders should be able to skip ( forward and backward), to stop, start, and abruptly change direction while running, to throw and catch a ball accurately from a distance of ten feet, to kick a moving ball, and to dribble and bounce a ball against a wall.

· Participate in athletic indoor and outdoor activities.
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