Pollution


Many people in this world believe that the best things in the world are free. Things like fresh air, sunshine, and clean water. A company in Minnesota found out that that isn’t necessarily so. Also, many wondered what happened, and who should pay the cost of cleaning up the environment. And what happened when the environmental protection agency ordered Los Angeles to clean up its smog no matter what the cost were some other questions that needed to be answered during this time.

A small town called Silver Bay, Minnesota that was located near Lake Superior was full of vast wilderness. A group of entrepreneurs had found a rock there called taconite. Taconite contains iron that was profitable if the mining company knew how to separate it. The process of separating the iron involved a lot of water and it gave out vast amounts of byproducts called tailings. The tailings were dumped into the lake and the tailing had polluted the lake. The tailings had been reported that they main contain asbestos so the drinking water for a 60 mile radius was contaminated. The people of Silver Bay were outraged and protests against the tailings being dumped in their drinking water supply. The Federal Court had made the Reserve Mining Company build a tailing disposal area 7 miles away from the lake. This had cost the Reserve Mining Company 400 million dollars. This displays that hundreds of millions of dollars are spent on cleaning up the environment.


The United States has always been blessed with vast natural resources including some things we used to take for granted like fresh water and clean, healthy air. But not anymore, in the past few decades we’ve learned that industrial activity carries with it a substantial environmental price tag. If we want fresher water and healthier air, somebody is going to have to pay for it. 

Lead in gasoline was next on the EPA’s list. Lead in gasoline boosts its octane level to make the cars go faster. Lead is harmful to a vital part of society, the children. The use of lead was soon to be outlawed. The act of outlawing lead would raise factories prices but it would lower the cost of medical bills that the government had to pay. The EPA was forced to make a cost and benefit report for every product that contained lead. 

The EPA had calculated that the cost to refine oil would increase six hundred and eight million dollars for the first year of the new standards. The EPA had also calculated that the cost of medical bills would decrease six hundred million dollars in the first year of the new standards. The big theory is that this country will never get rid of pollution but if we tried hard enough, we could reduce it to where it really does not have an affect on people’s lives. The way this could happened is with protest and writing letters to the government and convince them that the air needs to be cleaner than it is to help citizens live a cleaner, healthier life.

