Industrial Revolution Pt. 2

By the time the second part of the industrial revolution came about, transportation was just about the same as it was during the middle ages. Wagons and stage coach were used for land travel by many people back then over roads that were rusty when there was dry weather and even worse, when the weather was rainy, the roads were very muddy and many wagons got stuck in the mud while traveling. Transportation by water depended on how much the wind was blowing because they only had sail boats for water travel. Neither of these two types of traveling was good enough to keep up with the rapid growing industrial economy. The success of the industrial revolution depended on raw materials and finished good being transported in long distances at a time.


Coal demand also increased greatly during this rough time and the only way the coal could be delivered to large companies demanding them was to bring them in small quantities and that was simply unacceptable to do. The easiest ways to deliver the coal was by water ways. Canals made it easier and cheaper to deliver raw materials to factories on time and fresh. And also finished products were able to be brought out in a more easily way. Later on in time tunnels and aqueducts were made to help make canals straighter. And locks were made to help lower and raise boats.


Railroads did not appear until the second part of the industrial revolution. Early railroads consisted of iron rails and wheels that were made by the coal companies. They carried coals which were pulled by horses, which were later on replaced by the steam engine. The steam engine was the single technological innovation during the early industrial revolution. It gave industries a quick and cheaper source of power to make their products. Water or animals did not provide the power needed to help the companies be successful. If it wasn’t for the steam engines, modern industry would not have been possible. Just one steam engine could provide all the power needed for on factory to be successful in the business world. And steam engines could pack more power than one hundred horses.


The people that worked in the factories with the steam engine brought social problems. Employers did not have a close relationship with the employees and the employers worked the employees hard. In the textile industry there were thirteen hour days, six days a week. Each worker had to sign a contract that consisted of how many years they would work and that they would stay faithful to their employers in exchange for food and shelter for the term of the contract. Children worked in the factories bringing the workers water. Children under ten often worked twelve hour days. The factories were not sanitary at all.

