The Conversation, part 4

me “Dear God, I’m puzzled by something happening right now.”

God “And what is that My son?”

me “My country is preparing to attack another country and make war.  Now I know this ruthless maniac, Saddam Hussein, deserves anything he gets, but what about all those poor innocent Iraqis that will unfortunately be killed in the process?”

God “War is hell.”

me “War is hell?  Is that all You’ve got to say, Lord?”

God “What more is there to say?  Since the very first two men walked the earth, one has always seen fit to rise up against the other.  It is in the nature of man to want to exert himself over his neighbor and if peaceful means do not do the job then he will resort to violence to get it done.”

me “But, Lord, You make men’s souls.  Do You intend for us to be this way?”

God “I intended man to use brainpower to overcome his baser emotional drives.”

me “But Lord, what if there comes a man so evil in his actions, even against his own family and ‘friends’, that this becomes such a threat to the rest of us that it becomes necessary to take him out before he does the same to us?”

God “Then take him out, I gave you a survival instinct to allow you to protect your own lives.  You know - fight or flight.  Sometimes it is better to run and fight another day, but I will admit that this guy is the latest anti-Christ.”

me “Lord, did I hear You right, Saddam is the anti-Christ?”

God “He is the latest in a very long list of pure evil.  Before him there was Pol Pot of Cambodia, before him, Stalin of the Soviet Union, before him, Hitler of Germany.  They go back all the way through time.”

me “Why Lord, why would You create these monsters?”

God “Well, I’ve got this little twitch in My left wrist and every so often I get a little out of control with the spices.  I got a little too heavy on the cruelty with those characters, whoops!”

me “Dear God, are you telling me these men were accidents?”

God “Well, not really.  Look, how are you as individuals or nations going to be challenged if there is no evil in the world?  You confronted it growing up with the neighborhood bullies that constantly made your life hell.  That was your test to see what you are made of and to push your limits.  How did you like it?”

me “Thanks Lord, I really needed that.”

God “You don’t sound sincere, My son.”

me “Well, I guess I didn’t do as well as You might have wanted me to, Lord.  I was a bit of a crybaby, but, I did go into the military and fly those killer jets.  That made me a man, didn’t it Lord?”

God “A real man doesn’t kill to prove himself.”

me “How can a man prove himself, Lord?”

God “Stand up against adversity when it is called for, strive for justice with all men, and above all never take another’s life, for then you deprive him of the gift I have given each of you to find your way to spiritual enlightenment.”

me “So it’s OK to kill someone if they are threatening to kill you, but, it’s not OK to take another’s life in any other circumstance?”

God “That’s right, My son.  If every man were to follow that simple rule, there would be peace on earth, but that would be really dull and unchallenging for man’s evolution.  That’s why I always make sure there is enough evil in the world to challenge you and allow growth to flourish.”

me “So we should not hesitate to go get this bastard, Lord?”

God “Get him, you shall, but don’t be too surprised when the next evil son of a bitch rises up somewhere else, you know I like to have My fun.”

me “Lord, when will we have peace?”

God “In heaven, My son.”

me “When will I be there, Lord?”

God “When you achieve goodness, My son.”

me “Well, gee, I think I’m a pretty good person right now.  I’m not perfect.  I’ve made my mistakes along the way, but what’s left for me to achieve, My Lord?”

God “When you can strip off all your clothing and audaciously walk naked into a crowded mall and sincerely announce to all there that you have ‘achieved nirvana’ then I shall take you to Me, My son.”

me “Oh Lord, naked?  I couldn’t do that, what would people think?”

God “Exactly, My son.  Seek this state and then you will be ready to sit in My presence.  Until that time you shall be in spiritual evolution.”

me “Lord, I love You and I want to be with You, but You are right, I am unfit to be in Your presence.”

God “I love you too, My son, be patient and seek the light for in there is peace, love, knowledge and perfection.  You will get there in time, until then you just keep knocking down those evil sons ‘a bitches and I’ll just keep settin ‘em up.”
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