The Conversation, part 2

me “Dear God, are You there?”

God “Yes, my son, I am here.”

me “Lord, since the horrendous attack on 9/11 against our great country I have been very concerned about the Islamic religion.  Some experts are calling it evil and that Mohammad was mad and even got his inspiration from the devil.  Is that true Lord?”

God “Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Hindu, and many others are all man-made conventions.  It is in man’s nature to want to coalesce with like-minded of his kind and it was he that invented these institutions, much like the Lions Club, or the Ladies Guild, or the Boy Scouts.  If any have an evil intent then those men, and when I speak of men I include women as well, are evil and yes, there is evil in the world.    Each of you as individuals is given free will and a mind capable of understanding the difference between right and wrong.  If you should choose to do wrong, then that is your decision and you must be willing to accept the consequences of your actions.”

me “But Lord, what about Moses, Mohammed and Jesus?  We have been told these were special people, even You in the flesh, sent to us at a time when we needed such special guidance.  These are holy men and take such lofty places in our religious texts.  Are You saying they were not holy?”

God “The dirt your feet walk, the budding flower in the meadow, the rushing mountain stream, the rolling surf against your shore, the very air that you breath, and yes every living creature, whether, bird, beast, insect, or man is a part of Me.  I created it and I am within it and it is within Me, it is all holy.  To put one above another is in your nature.  There are men that walk the earth with high levels of knowledge about these things and are truly spiritually evolved, just as there are many that are clueless.  If you caught any episode of ‘The Jerry Springer Show’, you know what I’m talking about.  

me “Can you be more specific about these three men, Lord?  For all of recorded history these above all others are revered by so many.  What’s the truth?

God “Of these men you speak Moses became like a brother to Me, who wouldn’t get close after 40 years in the desert together.  As for Jesus, I don’t think I’d stand up in your church this week and brashly announce to all that you are the promised deliverer, the son of God and expect any better reception then what He got.  However, Jesus was very spiritually evolved and I proudly call Him my son, and I say that any man who is persecuted in My name shall have his due reward in the light.  Although barely appreciated in His time His works have flourished these many years and brought many souls to Me.   Mohammed’s followers promptly began cutting people’s heads off if they didn’t immediately profess to be followers of that religion.  I think I can safely say that I’ve tried to provide as many ways to My door as I can, however, any religion that professes exclusivity misses the point.  I love all men and want all to achieve salvation through spiritual enlightenment so I think we can rule out killing people as a method of spiritual growth.”

me “Lord, if there is no one, true religion, then what are we to do, how are we to know how to act, what to say, and how to pray?”

God “Are we not speaking with one another right now?  Is not this your prayer?  Do you feel you need extra guidance in these things?  If you should feel the need, then by all means go to your synagogue, church or even a Rolling Stones concert and perhaps you will find your answers there.  Just be aware that these are men, as you, giving their opinions.  It is up to you to choose to listen, follow, or lead if you are so inclined.  I only ask that you be aware of your deeds for you will be held accountable for these, I say.”

me “So in the end we will be punished by you, Lord?  Will we be sent to hell for our misdeeds?  Will we be allowed into heaven if we do good?”

God “That is on the spiritual plane, and yes those judgments will be made.”

me “By You, Lord?  Will I stand before You and answer for my actions?”

God “Ha, Ha!  You’ve bought the whole enchilada, haven’t you, My son, you probably see Me as a king.  There I’ll be in radiant attire, staff in hand sitting on My giant throne, with cherubs flying around My head, and you before Me, kneeling in your pathetic, whimpering posture, crying and begging for mercy.  Oh, this cliché has got to go, I get so annoyed at the thought of this, but it is the view of Me that is most prevalent.  I suppose I should blame the great painters of the renaissance, Michelangelo in particular, but you know I thought he made me look too fat.  In truth you and your kind judge yourselves and one another.  You know even now, do you not, whether you deserve to be with Me or elsewhere?”

me “Yes, Lord, I do know this, but even knowing I do the wrong thing doesn’t always stop me from doing it.  I must be such a bad person.  How am I to atone for my misdeeds?”

God “On the ‘Road of Souls’ your character flaw or flaws will be bluntly told to you.  There you will be made aware in a most unpleasant way and if you should choose, come back to this physical plane to try again…  Could you hold that thought for just a minute, there’s a wayward asteroid about to enter the Calducia quadrant and is threatening the inhabitants on the 5th planet from the star, Quaqar, and I really don’t want to scare them to death…Ok, I’m back, where were we? Oh yes, your flaw.” 

me “Dear God, are you saying I may have only one flaw, to me it seems I have so many.  In my life I have made so many different poor choices, how could this be only one flaw.”

God “Take each misdeed and break it down to its lowest common denominator, that was the class in algebra you apparently slept through, and you will discover your basic character flaw or flaws, you know the lack of things like courage, honor, reverence, humility, fairness, and charity.  Once you discover this and do something about it then you will have evolved.”

me “Then will I be allowed to enter into heaven, Lord?”

God “I am a merciful God.  Indeed, you have lived many lives, never getting it quite right, but have I not given you every opportunity to do better and have you not progressed?  One of these times you will achieve goodness and be fit to dwell in the light.”

me “Lord, is the light as great a thing as there ever was?”

God “My light is truth, beauty, and euphoria, all rolled into one.  It is the rapture.  One who achieves the light will never want for anything else.  Think about it, a place beyond human description, pure beyond pure, warmth beyond warmth, beauty beyond beauty, knowledge beyond knowledge.  It really sells itself, and when you think of the alternative, a blackened pit of persecution, hopelessness and despair, I think the choice is an obvious one.”

me “It sounds so wonderful, surely nothing like it exists on earth.”

God “Earth is the testing ground where each is given free reign to do as he will do.  But in the end all come to Me, some sooner than others, but there is no other way.  It is My plan to let you evolve each of you at your own pace, I am a very patient God, and I do have eternity after all.”
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