Afghanistan, A Solution For Peace In The Region 

From the 1st century Afghanistan has been ruled by Kushans, the White Huns, the Ghurids, the Dhwarizm Shahs, Genghis Kan, and the Timurids.  It’s been the scene of wars between the Mughal Empire, centered in India and those of the Safavid dynasty of Persia.  Usually the Mughals held Kabul and the Persians held Herat, with Kandahar frequently changing hands.  In 1747 Ahmad Shah, an Abdali chief, became shah and the Afghans extended their rule as Far East as Kashmir and Delhi, north to the Amu Darya.  In the 19th century, palace rivalries and internal conflicts gradually reduced the Afghan empire to roughly its present borders.  

The Russians and the British fought over the country in the 19th century as well and at the end the third war Afghanistan’s independence was recognized.  The country became a kingdom in 1926 and was ruled over by the Zahir family until 1973.  Then Muhammad Daud overthrew the king in a coup. He declared Afghanistan a republic with himself as president.  Daud announced ambitious plans for economic development and tried to play the USSR against Western donors, but his dictatorial government was opposed both by radical left-wing intellectuals and soldiers and by traditionalist ethnic leaders. The leading leftist organization was the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), which had been founded in 1965 and in 1967 split into a pro-Soviet Parcham faction and a much more radical Khalq faction. The two groups joined forces in 1976 to oppose Daud.  In April 1978, the PDPA overthrew Daud and Taraki, member of the Khalq faction, purged many Parcham leaders.  

Taraki announced a sweeping revolutionary program, including land reform, the emancipation of women, and a campaign against illiteracy. Late in 1978 Islamic traditionalists and ethnic leaders who objected to rapid social change began an armed revolt. By the summer of 1979 the rebels controlled much of the Afghan countryside. In September Taraki was deposed and later killed. Amin, his successor, tried vigorously to suppress the rebellion and resisted Soviet efforts to make him moderate his policies. The government’s position deteriorated, however, and on December 25, 1979, Soviet forces invaded.  President Carter with the Carter Doctrine pledged to protect the Persian Gulf and the flow of oil by “any means necessary” bringing the first U.S. involvement into the area.  In 1986 the United States began supplying the rebels with Stinger missiles able to shoot down Soviet armored helicopters.  

All Soviet forces were out of Afghanistan by February 1989, but a civil war continued between the rebels and the Soviet installed central government.  In 1992 the Najibullah government fell and the Peshawar groups joined forces with General Abdul Rashid Dostum, an Uzbek, and Ahmad Shah Massoud, a Tajik, in the north and central mountains and assumed control of Kabul.  As a result, Burhanuddin Rabbani, an ethnic Tajik, became interim president from July through December 1992, and took office as full president in January 1993. A strong attempt was made to keep the Pashtun leaders, who traditionally held the power in Afghanistan, out of the most important government positions. Kabul was besieged beginning in 1992, first by various mujahideen (guerrilla) factions and then by the Pashtun-dominated Taliban, who emerged in the fall of 1994 as a faction of mujahideen soldiers who identified themselves as religious students.  The Taliban’s stated mission was to disarm the country’s warring factions and to impose their strictly orthodox version of Islamic law.  The Taliban took Kabul in September 1996. Rabbani fled north, joining other factions in an opposition alliance against the Taliban. The opposition coalition of ethnic Tajiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras took the name United Islamic Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan, commonly known as the United Front or the Northern Alliance.  

This region has suffered from instability and continuous strife over many thousands of years and for the U.S. or the U.N. to think its going to rebuild this "nation" to become a stabile entity with democratic ideals flies in the face of reality for that region of diverse ethic tribes with ancient customs and cultures.  I believe the people there for the most part do want peace so my suggestion:  Invite representatives of all the neighboring countries along with representatives of the various ethnic factions to the U.N.  Sit down, calmly and rationally, and divide up the country among all its neighbors along ethnic and cultural lines.  This would eliminate the problem of getting these different peoples to unite within the same borders, which will not be long lasting and their history proves that.  This provides for stabile governments to rule, prevents further conflicts, and allows those governments the benefits of increased land and resources in exchange for rebuilding the infrastructures there and further allows for self-determination of the various ethnic groups and keeps foreign involvement in the process both politically and financially to a minimum.  Peace and prosperity is achieved for all.
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