Communicate

When I speak, why am I not heard?

My volume is good as well as my word.

I nod and use my hands to emphasize

With good eye contact to sympathize.

I feel like I’m getting through to you

Because you’re responding appropriately too,

But once I’m out of earshot

I hear you’re misrepresenting what you got.

Did I miss my mark when you said, “I agree.”

Were you comprehending or just fooling me?

I think we must get together on this

For without communication, that mark we miss.

Then it hits me like the ball on the bat

It’s my fault for misunderstanding that.

I only saw from my point of view

And forgot that it’s you who must understand me too.

So please tell me to explain in detail

Anything I say that doesn’t hit your nail.

Don’t be so agreeable, just spell it out

If you don’t understand me don’t bandy about.

Say, “Could you clarify that for me,

Cause I don’t understand what you’re telling me?”

Or, say, “Bullshit!” if you really believe I’m wrong,

That’s the first sign of light we have in this song.

I don’t need your approval for what I might say,

I just need your attention for a moment today.

I have something to say, it’s important to me

To convey it to you, but not necessarily agree.

By Eric Johnston

January 23, 2003
[image: image1.jpg]


