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Predicting the Weather

Developed by Emily Rodriguez
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Overview



In this WebQuest the learner will be making several predictions about the weather based on the information you find on the designated sights.


This WebQuest was designed to fit into the math and science curriculum for first grade.  It also ties in well with the weather unit for districts using the Open Court Reading program.
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Introduction



Weather is all around us.  Sometimes it is warm and sunny, sometimes it is cold and rainy.  Knowing the weather ahead of time allows us to be able to plan what we will wear and the activities we will do based on the weather.  

There are several ways we can find out what the weather will be like tomorrow, this week, or even next week. We can look in the newspaper, watch the news, or look outside. But what if you were going to plan your birthday party 3 months in advance?  How can you know what the weather will be like then?  





This WebQuest will give you the tools to make a prediction, or an educated guess, as to what the weather will be like on your next birthday.  
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Quest(ions) and the Task

You are planning a birthday party for yourself when you turn 7 years old.  You want to have the most fun possible, but you don’t know exactly what you can plan.  Should you plan ice skating, a swim party, bowling, a picnic or a simple party at home with games and a cake?

What is the date of your 7th birthday?

What will the weather most likely be like on your seventh birthday?

How likely is it that your weather prediction will be accurate?

What was the weather like on the day you were born?

What activity would be most suited for the day your birthday fall on?

You will be working with a partner.  You will research each of your birthdays. The two of you will plan a party for your own birthday, but you will do the research for both of the birthdays.

Person 1 
Person 2 
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Process

First, as partners, you will each print out a copy of the data record sheet from the link at the bottom of this process explanation.  After the sheet is printed for each of you, visit the websites sharing the computers in the computer lab.  You will explore how to find out the weather on a particular day and a particular year.  

Next, you will choose your birthday, the actual day you were born and the exact year, and look up what the weather was like that very day.  Please record the information for your birthday and your partner’s.  

Then, record the weather patterns as indicated on your data record sheet.  What do you notice.  Is there a consistent pattern?  Does the weather change from year to year?  What do you think it will be like for your 7th birthday?

Last, describe what you could do for your birthday party.  For this part, you do not have to do each of your birthdays, just describe the party for your own. 
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Resources

These are the links that you may use as resources for this task.

http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/


http://www.weatherforyou.com/history/




http://www.weatherpages.com/wxhistory.html



Information you will need to complete your research:

· We live in Roseville, California.

· Our zip code is 95678.

· The date you were born: month, day and year.

· The place you were born: city and state and country
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Evaluation

You will be given points based on 4 criteria.  

· filling in the record sheet completely

· using evidence for your weather prediction on your 7th birthday
· choosing a birthday party activity that is appropriate for your birthday
· working well with your partner by sharing the work evenly and working together
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Conclusion

Once you have completed this task, you may take is one step further by looking at the weather patterns for June 10th, the last day of school.  What can we, as a class, do to celebrate our great year in first grade?  What will the weather be like?  What would be an appropriate activity?




-Where could we go?

-What could the class do?

-How should we celebrate a great year in first grade?

Overview|Introduction|Quest(ions)|Process|Resources|Evaluation|Conclusion
Return to WebQuests
Schools | Administration | Information |Academic Program | History | K-12 Standards | Web Resources| | Employment | Home | 
�








�





�





�








