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DIGITAL DIVIDE


Information technology has linked the globe more closely than at any time in history. The Internet has become such a powerful tool for information dissemination.

E-mail, e-commerce, a world of information at one’s fingertips – people with no access to such a powerful tool will be left so far behind by the wired world. Concerns have been raised about a widening digital divide between rich and poor. The Philippines, where public schools lack even desks, chairs and textbooks, is grappling with this problem

A recent report said only 1.8 percent of public schools nationwide have Internet access, and only 14 percent of public school teachers can use a computer. This was one of the findings in a study conducted in 1999 among 405,973 teachers in 39,800 public schools. The results of the study, initiated by Sen. Tessie Aquino-Oreta when she chaired the committee on education in the 11th Congress, were compiled in a book presented last week to the Foundation for the Upgrading of the Standard of Education.

Computers are beyond the reach of millions of impoverished Filipinos. For these people, even an hour of Internet access in a cybercafé or computer center can cost a fortune. The country, however, can’t afford to be left behind in information technology. Filipinos must get acquainted with cyberspace, preferably starting at an early age. Because of budget constraints, the government can turn to the private sector for help in providing public schools computers and training. If the government is targeting the installation of at least one telephone in every Barangay, why not a computer as well?

Getting the nation wired will require a more-than-passing acquaintance with English, the lingua franca of IT. Unless the nation can develop computers that use Filipino, the government must improve the teaching of English alongside efforts to educate the people about cyberspace. These are not impossible tasks. Before the digital divide becomes a yawning chasm, national leaders must act. (Phil. Star, Oct. 5, 2001)

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is synonymous to the word ‘dissemination’?

   a. stopping
    b. blocking

 c. gaining

d. spreading

2. What does the phrase ‘information at one’s fingertips’ mean?

   a. gaining facts by using hand signals

b. acquiring information by using information technology 

c. getting data by researching using the hands

d. collecting information by reading and writing

3. Why is it that a computer is as important as a telephone?

a. it’s a tool for faster and wider coverage of communication

b. it’s as cheap and affordable as a telephone

c. it’s easy to connect and install

d. it is user-friendly and easy to operate

      4. What is the best solution if Filipinos can’t make computers using Filipino as

           its language?

a. the speaking of Filipino in schools must be strictly observed

b. schools nationwide must include computer education in their curriculum

c. the government must work to improve the teaching of English with computer education

d. none of the given

4. What does the title ‘Digital Divide’ mean?

a. students must know how to operate computers and other gadgets

b. there’s a wide gap between rich and poor in terms of computer access

c. the government must install computers not only in cities but also in rural areas

d. all of these
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