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Gino takes a leadership role

T

he program got off on the “left foot,” so to speak, with transportation being an issue of concern.  Transportation is always a struggle to arrange with boys attending the program from all over the city of Ottawa.  However, things began to show more color when the boys got together for the first time and began participating in the activities. One sign that things were shifting to the “right foot” was the way in which the boys encouraged each other right from the beginning.  For example, Gino Tropnas, a member of the blue team, took the time to cheer on a disheartened teammate who had taken a loss in soccer a bit too seriously.  Gino would later be one of the six boys chosen to go up in an airplane on AESOP’s outing to the Rockcliffe Flying Club.  

An exercise in translation

A
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n amazing thing to have witnessed was the diversity of languages spoken amongst the boys in the camp.  During the daily stretches, before the sports, everyone would counted to ten as they held their stretched position.  On July the 28th the practice of counting to ten took on a new meaning as the boys were asked to count to ten in their native languages.  The chorus of numbers was repeated in Japanese, Russian, French, English, Spanish, German and Creole.  They could have continued with other languages from the Middle East and the regions surrounding India, as well as Bemba, a language spoken in Zambia.  The tradition continue from that day on.   

Canadians ain’t able to communicate, aye!

D

uring one of the English classes, while Fuad was relating a story to the others in his group, one of the idiosyncrasies of Canadian English was exposed.  Fuad was giving an oral presentation on an event that took place a year ago.  During his speech he began to utter the following phrase: “The next day, I went to play soccer . . ..”  Tobias, who was teaching the class that day, and was therefore listening intently to all that was being said, stopped him in mid-stride to mention that in “British English” one should not say “ the next day” but rather “the following day.”  Tazin, who by this time could not contain himself any longer, turned towards Fuad and said, “Fuad, Fuad.  Follow Tobias’ English!”    

Not exactly the high seas

E

veryone got into paddleboats on arrival at Dow’s Lake.  There were three persons per boat but that didn’t seem to stop the boys from switching places from one boat to another while they were still afloat.  They all seemed to have mastered the trick of balancing themselves on a watercraft.  At one point seven of the paddleboats got in a line and started going around in circles, in formation.  Of course there was some splashing of water and almost everyone got a bit wet before we were all on shore again.  One of the boys even had the chance to go in a motorboat, which had been dispatched by Dow’s Lake Marina to monitor the paddleboats.  What happened was that one of the boys received “natures call” and realizing he would not get to a bathroom in time by paddleboat, the motorboat was hailed to the rescue.  What could have been an embarrassing moment turned into an adventure.  It seems that most of the other boys thought that it was not fair that he should get a chance to ride in the “fast boat.”  Well, in the end, few who are called by nature are called at such opportunistic times.

In most places it goes by the name of football.  Here we call it soccer.
D

uring a fabulous game of soccer, which ended in a score of two even, we had the chance to see some of Patrick’s acrobatic skills.  The whole scenario involved a shoe and a well-prepared goaltender named Tazin.  Blue and Green, two of the toughest teams to contend with, where playing their hardest to win the game in the last remaining minutes.  Patrick was playing for the Blue team and Tazin was goaltender for Green.  In the midst of the dust and noise from the floor and the crowd, the ball found its way to Patrick’s highly coordinated, yet disconnected feet.  Disconnected because they were in shoes that were either too large or not properly tied.  Since he was in clear view of the net he wound up a shot that sent the ball, believe it or not, in the opposite direction.  The only thing that ended up heading towards the goal was his left shoe, which slid off his foot under the force of his driving kick.  Tazin, who was expecting to see a ball coming in his direction, was forced to settle with saving Patrick’s shoe from scoring any points for the Blue team.  The game ended in a tie yet both teams won by virtue of their extraordinary efforts.
By land, air or sea

O

n July 31st six of the boys in the camp tested their tolerance of heights in a Cessna.  The Cessna is a type of small plane that usually seats no more than four people.  That means that three of the boys went up at a time with a pilot.  As far as anyone knows none of the boys in AESOP have a pilot’s license.  Simon Garrett, the head instructor of the Rockcliffe Flying Club had prepared tables and umbrellas for the group to use during lunch.  There was also a large field alone side the airstrip that was used to play a game of soccer.  As some of the boys can recall, not everyone got to the club at the same time.  Jean Pierre drove some of the boys in a van from Downtown.  However, the majority of the boys had to get to the club by public transportation.  As for those who went in the airplane, they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  The six boys who were chosen to go in the airplane were chosen because of their outstanding effort during the first two weeks of the program.   

Rocks, Birds, Bugs, and Dinosaurs

T

he excursion to the Museum of Nature was originally scheduled for the 23rd of July.  However, since AESOP has no control over weather patterns, the trip took place on Friday.  Thanks to the Museum of Nature all of the boys were admitted for free.  One of the favourite sites was an underground mineshaft that had been cleverly set up by the museum.  Walking through the exhibit truly made one fell as though you were deep beneath the earth’s crust.  The only thing that was missing was the canary.  Perhaps, that was a bad sign! Also of interest were the insects, especially since everyone in the camp was of the age and gender that tends to be partial to little critters that crawl on a hundred legs and have green eyes and large antennas.  The bug section was by far the highlight for all the boys in the camp.  The red team was fortunate enough to be with Farooq, who is a young biologist in the making.  He knew a lot about plants, animals and even rocks and was able to explain many interesting facts to the rest of the group.  Words like “cool” and “awesome” could be heard resonating throughout the museum.

AESOP ode to Electricity

F
[image: image5.jpg]


riday August the 15th was supposed to have been the last day at the camp.  However, as all of you remember, the city lights turned off.  Jean Pierre recalled the moment the power ceased on Thursday afternoon.  He had just finished driving the last boys home and was returning home on Laurier Avenue when the streetlights went out.  At first he thought it was an isolated event but later realized, by way of radio broadcast, that it was much more serious.  “It was amazing to see how considerate Ottawa drivers are when there are no streetlights.  The intersections quickly changed into four way stops and everyone seemed to keep their cool even though it was a sweltering day.”  Meanwhile, in the back of his mind, the plans for the last day of the program were gradually shifting.  Plan B was in the works.  Things turned out worse, as far as the plans were concerned, when power had still not returned to most of the city by the following morning.  Friday’s activities were postponed till Monday.  When Monday came around the corner things were still closed so the final day was again postponed till Thursday the 21st.  It all worked out for the best.  Many parents were able to turn out on Thursday for the potluck dinner.

Student’s Impressions

Written by Turbileq

F
[image: image6.jpg]


irst, I thank my mother that she brought me here to this camp because this camp is really fun.  Here we learn a lot, and play sports.  I think that I’m better in sports and I remember math what did I do in school.  The rules in this camp are really impressive and good rules.  Example, no fighting, no teasing, no swearing, make every one enjoyable and fun.  The teachers here are really nice and they give some attention in class but the study is the student problem.  I think that the boys who study at this camp they will be good citizens and I will thank you again.  

Note that English is Turbileq’s fourth language.  He already has a handle on Russian, Japanese, and Mongolian.
Written by Farooq

T

his year AESOP was really fun.  I liked the math period and the sports.  At the math class it was really fun because we got challenging work sheets and questions.  It was really fun playing sports.  We all played really hard and doing a lot of teamwork.  My team, the Tiger Claws played really well, we passed to each other.  And there was no one left out, and by playing as a team we had the most fun.  If there were AESOP next year I would definitely come back and have even more fun.  And that’s about all I have to say.

Written by Patrick

A

t AESOP (Academic Enrichment Sports Ottawa Program) for the past month we had followed a strict schedule.  In the morning, my group and I have Math; we are the more advanced class.  Then we have English.  I like English more than Math.  Every Friday we have a test.  The test is on spelling and such.  Then we eat lunch.  After lunch we have mind games and we then have sports games.  A couple of weeks ago we went to the Museum of Nature.  That was fascinating.  Then we went to the Aviation Museum.  I got to go up in a plane with five other children.  That was my favourite part of AESOP.  Last week we went to the Carleton University swimming pool.  Then a couple of days ago I went to the Mint and the Supreme Court.

Matthew D. Judge and da trial of de stolen camera
A

ESOP’s visit to the Supreme Court of Canada was planned well in advance but it was not on judicial business.  As we learned at the court, only lawyers attend the proceedings so that eliminated any one of us from being on trial.  We were just “looking around,” so to speak.  Actually, we had a guided tour of the building and even got to reenact a mock trial.  The case we were given had to do with a situation in which someone’s digital camera had been stolen, after the same person had been manhandled.  Frederic, our tour guide, explained the whole scenario to us and gave individual instructions to the soon to be actors.  Matthew was chosen as judge, Tobias was the victim, and Patrick was the accused.  Both the defendant and the prosecutor had lawyers but I think the jury was biased in condemning Patrick as guilty of the crime.  Matthew, since he was the judge, had the tough task of sentencing his friend, Patrick Stevenson (twelve years old, approximately five foot two, blondish hear . . . etc. and always smiling) to ten years in prison without parole.  It must be tough to be a judge.  The rooms in the building were impressive to see.  Many of the boys noticed how organized the rooms were.  There were places for the judges, for the lawyers, for the lawyer’s helpers, for the media, and even places for the general public.  The practice of law is almost as organized as the daily schedule at AESOP.

It takes longer to climb up than it does to jump down
I
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n fact, if you counted the time it took to psych yourself up, it probably took longer to get down then it did to get up.  By now it must be obvious that we are talking about the diving boards at the Carleton pool.  The swimming was a blast.  Most of the boys went on at least one of the diving boards.  The only “wimp” was the program director, who refused to even get his feet wet.  Four of the boys in the program were not allowed to swim with the others because they had not shown enough responsibility in other aspects of the program.  It was a good lesson for them.  At AESOP the excursions are only for those individuals who take the whole program seriously.  In that sense, it is harder to climb up then to jump down.  Constant participation is how to climb, but misbehaviour is a good way to jump down from the ladder to the next excursion.  For all those who were able to swim at Carleton, the pool was a splash.

Getting from here to there

T

ransportation was a challenging issue right from day one.  However, the Boys and Girls Club proved to be instrumental in providing support.  Even though they had their own programs to run, they did their best to make their vans available.  Also, special thanks are due to Cam, Tim and Abdul, who all took part in transporting boys via the Britannia van.  The AESOP program would not have succeeded as well as it had without the constant support of the Boys and Girls Club staff.  It is interesting to note that teamwork was emphasized during many of the activities with the boys but it was also put into practice every day behind the scenes.    

This year’s Monitors and Volunteers

Gerhard Freundorfer: English Teacher, Advisor, and Basketball Referee.  Gerhard is entering his last year of high school and would like to teach in the future.
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Tobias Mwandala: Teacher’s Aid, Advisor and Soccer Referee.  Tobias is studying at the University of Prince Edward Island.  He has recently immigrated to Canada from Zambia and would like to study Medicine.

Jean Pierre Chabot: Program Director and Advisor.  Jean Pierre will be studying International Business at Carleton this coming fall semester.

Erix Escobar: Coordinator, Math Teacher, and Advisor.  Erix is beginning his Masters in Computer Engineering at Carleton.

D’Arcy Lusignan: Teacher’s Aid and Sports Drills Organizer.  D’Arcy is entering high school with valuable work experience.

Anthony Tran: Teacher’s Aid and Mind Games Organizer.  Anthony is in high school and is doing very well in all his pursuits. 

The Academics

D

aily activities in AESOP start with two one-hour classes of Math and English. The classes, given simultaneously to two groups of 12 boys, had a high content of games and practical exercises to facilitate learning. The goal was to improve their skills in these areas as well as to instill good study habits in the participants.

Character Building Talks

C

lasses in the morning were followed by a talk on topics such as friendship, study, teamwork and respect for others.  These talks gave the boys in the program a chance to develop their personality as responsible individuals.  

Advising

E

ach boy who entered the program had the opportunity to speak on a one-on-one basis with one of the monitors.  This provided the monitors with a chance to emphasize the ideas highlighted during the talks thus helping the boys set personal goals for themselves.  

Basketball and Soccer

B

asketball and Soccer were the sports of choice and these were played each day in the afternoons.  Teamwork was strongly encouraged and good sportsmanship as well as physical exercise were the main goals of the sports.  Warm-ups were done each day and skills in the two sports were practiced before any games were played.  The boys were split up into four teams of six.  Each team had a name, which the boys made up themselves and a team colour.  All the boys wore wristbands of the colour of their team.  They really liked the idea of wearing their team colours.
AESOP ode to electricity

F

riday August the 15th was supposed to have been the last day at the camp.  However, as all of you remember, the city lights went out.  I recall the moment the power ceased on Thursday afternoon.  I had just finished driving the last boys home and was returning home on Laurier Avenue when the streetlights went out.  At first I thought it was an isolated event but later realized, by way of radio broadcast, that it was much more serious.  It was amazing to see how considerate Ottawa drivers are when there are no streetlights.  The intersections quickly changed into four way stops and everyone seemed to keep their cool even though it was a sweltering day.  Meanwhile, in the back of my mind, the plans for the last day of the program were gradually shifting.  Plan B was in the works.  Things turned out worse, as far as our plans were concerned, when power had still not returned to most of the city by the following morning.  Friday’s activities were postponed till Monday.  When Monday came around the corner plan B turned into plan C and all the activities were further postponed till Thursday, August 21st.  All turned out well since Thursday was a spectacular day.  

Special Thanks to our Sponsors and Donors

Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa
Derek Alan Robinson Memorial Fund
Fire Prevention Division of the City of Ottawa
Loeb Canada Inc.

Lynx Ottawa

Museum of Aviation

Museum of Nature

Ottawa Community Foundation
Rockcliffe Flying Club

Sports Systems Canada Inc.

Godfrey Roovers of Hertz car rental, York Street
Chris Osler of the Sandy Hill Community    Health Center
Benito Bastien of the Vanier Community Service Center
By land, air or sea
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n July 31st six of the boys in the camp tested their tolerance of heights in a Cessna.  The Cessna is a type of small plane that usually seats no more than four people.  That means that three of the boys went up at a time with a pilot.  As far as I know none of the boys in AESOP have a pilot’s license.  Simon Garrett, the head instructor of the Rockcliffe Flying Club had prepared tables and umbrellas for us to use during lunch.  There was also a large field alone side the airstrip that we used to play a game of soccer.  As some of the boys can recall, not everyone got to the club at the same time.  Jean Pierre drove some of the boys in a van from Downtown.  However, the majority of the boys had to get to the club by public transportation.  The bus drops you off in front of the Aviation Museum but the airstrip of the flying club is on the other side of a long fence located behind the museum.  Those that had arrived via bus had to walk some distance to get around to the airstrip.  They trekked through tall grass before they were picked-up by Jean 

Pierre in the van.  When the van was sighted coming down the side road there was a race to see who would be picked-up first. Tazin and Anthony were the last.  They must have enjoyed their walk through the field and were probably surprised at why the others were in such a rush.  As for those who went in the airplane, they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  The six boys who were chosen to go in the airplane were chosen because of their outstanding effort during the first two weeks of the program. 

The Parents get Involved

A
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ugust 21st beheld the conclusion of the AESOP 2003 program.  The parents of all the boys were invited to a potluck dinner and most of the parents were able to attend.  The day began with a movie in the morning.  “Remember the Titans” was definitely a film to remember and all the boys were encouraged by its strong message of teamwork and friendship.  The day progressed into the afternoon with the AESOP Olympics.  The favoured game was dodge ball in which the monitors took part.  The boys finally got their chance to through something at the people who had been telling them what to do for the previous four weeks.  Having said this, neither Erix nor Jean Pierre lasted very long in the line of fire.  Anthony, the volunteer who conducted the mind games, actually stood up quite well considering the confusion that was created by the four balls being tossed about.  The afternoon ended with the arrival of the parents.  The awards ceremony took place before the dinner and among the recipients were the Red Team members who received the teamwork award.  The leadership and courtesy awards went to Fuad and Arash respectively.  The dinner was a blast with foods from many cultural backgrounds.  The auction was lead by the boys not the auctioneer.  The boys got right into the activity and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Many of the boys left with some amazing stuff: tennis rackets, baseball tickets, soccer balls, etc.  Both Cam and Danette of the Boys and Girls Club were able to attend.  A special thanks goes to the two of them for facilitating the final days events.       
Contact Information
Association for Cultural and Educational Development   (ACED)

Jean Pierre Chabot

30 Goulburn Ave.

Ottawa, ON   K1N 8C8

Tel: (613) 565-0762

Email: juleschabot@yahoo.ca  
Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa

Cam MacLeod

430 McArthur Avenue 

Ottawa, ON   K1Z 1G6

Tel: (613) 746-8517

Fax: (613) 746-9733 
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