Shakespeare: Subject to Change (http://ciconline.org/bdp1)
The Raw Materials: Words and Authority

Task 1, part 1: begin Monday, 09/27/04 – due before class, Wednesday, 09/29/04
Visit the website listed in the header, and, on a computer with speakers and with a fast connection (cable broadband is best; see me if you have any questions about this), watch the introduction.  Go from there to the “Pen to Print” section, click on “Shakespeare’s Language,” and view the “Invented Words” feature, being sure to click at least once on each letter of the alphabet.  Look up at least ten of the words (ten that you don’t already know) and write their definitions in your personal dictionary.  
After you’ve learned about some of the words Shakespeare invented, write a response (500 words) on BlackBoard (to be posted before we meet in class) about anything that may have surprised – or not surprised – you about what you read.  Consider the following questions, though you needn’t specifically address every one of these in your response:

· Why do you think Shakespeare made up words? 
· Why do you think he felt as if he could make up words?
· What do you think would happen if you decided to make up a word on an essay for history class?  What about for a short story writing assignment?
· Have you ever made up a word?  What was it, and why did you make it up?  How and where did you use it?
· Where do you think most of the words in the Oxford English Dictionary – the multi-volume absolute authority on English words, their origins, and their spelling and usage – came from?
Task 1, part 2: begin Wednesday, 09/29/04 – due before class, Monday, 10/04/04

After reading your classmates’ responses to Task 1, part 1, choose one of the following two routes for exploring more about where words come from, and post on BlackBoard before our class meets on Monday, 10/04/04:

· Using the Internet, the library, dictionaries, encyclopedias, and any other suitable materials, find at least ten other words that have been invented (at least five of them must have been invented by someone other than Shakespeare), and create from this information a handout (to post on BlackBoard) for your classmates, telling them what the words are, how you found out (i.e. what is your source?) they were invented, and who invented them.  After you’ve completed the handout, post an informal reflection (250 words) on BlackBoard about any conclusions you drew from your research about who does this kind of inventing and why.

· Using any of the sources listed in the first option, find out how a word ends up in the dictionary.  You’ll need to address the following question in order to complete this assignment fully: Who decides?  A good place to start might be to read the introduction to a new edition of a dictionary such as the Merriam-Webster or American Heritage, one that advertises on the cover or on the wrappings that it includes new, updated entries.  Post your findings on BlackBoard, in a 500-750 word essay, taking us, your readers, through the process, from beginning to end.  Be sure to tell us where you found your information.  

Bonus activity:

For an extra ten points, find out and write on BlackBoard about what a sniglet is.
