Journal Napoleon

Napoleon ruled and led France and Europe from 1799 to 1815.  The final phase of the revolution was called the age of Napoleon.  Napoleon was born on the French island of Corsica.  At the age of nine he was sent to France to be trained in the military.  When the revolution was taking place Napoleon was a 20 year old lieutenant who wanted to make a name for him.  He had many early successes such as when he drove the British out of the French Port.  He then went on to win several dazzling victories against the Austrians, capturing most of northern Italy and forcing the Hapsburg Empire to make peace.  Through these early successes he rose politically.  He helped set up the three man Consulate.  He later was named consul for life.  A couple years later he had gained enough power to be named Emperor.  At the Cathedral of Notre Dame where he was being crowned emperor by the pope he grabbed the crown from the pope’s hand which showed he owed his successes to himself.  Yet at each step on his rise to power he held a plebiscite or ballot in which voters say yes or no to each issue.  Under his new reign he took place in several reforms.  Some of these reforms where to restore prosperity, he modernized finance, he regulated the economy to control prices, encourage new industry, built roads and canals, and he promoted a system of public schools.  He also made peace with the Catholic Church when he signed the Concordat of 1801.  Napoleon also won support across all class lines.  Napoleon also set up the Napoleonic code which embodied enlightenment principles such as the quality of all citizens before the law, religious toleration, and advancement based on merit.  The women also lost all power they had gained during the revolution.  Over the next several years Napoleon’s armies reached huge armies and his empire reached its greatest extent.  He also won several battles.  Napoleon also rewrote the map in which he added several territories to the French Empire.  He later then divorced his wife when she was caught cheating on him.  He later remarried one of his general’s wives.  When Napoleon reached his thirties he started to lose several battles and then he went on to die a lonely life on St. Mount Helens.
