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Alexander the Great was a great leader and ruler.  He conquered many different people and led a successful life.  What many people don’t know however is that for all his successes he also had many tragedies throughout his life.  Alexander’s troubled life started when he was just a child.  His father was the leader of a country and army so Alexander never saw him because he was always gone on campaigns.  So Alexander spent much of his life without the guidance of his father.  When his father was home however his mother and father argued constantly.  When Alexander was still a young man his father was killed while attending a theater.  This caused Alexander to be a leader of an entire country when he was still young.  The country that he took over also was in bad shape so he had to start with practically nothing.  During his first few years as the ruler he had to deal with many disputes and revolts from citizens and neighboring countries.

Despite being young Alexander was a very wise, powerful, and strong leader.  This is how he assembled a strong army and conquered much of the known world at that time.  Although he was very successful in conquering other countries he also had a few tragedies.  One of those tragedies was one night he was in a drunken rage and he ended up killing many of his closest friends.  When Alexander found out what he did he tried to kill himself but his bodyguards stopped him.  After he calmed down he went into seclusion for about three days mourning this tragedy.   Historians are also studying whether Alexander was gay.  Even though he had a wife and kids historians say that he saw little of them and was always at his friend’s house.  These are just a few of the known facts of the tragedies that Alexander had to endure.
