	Ancient Greece
I. Early People of the Aegean
A. Minoan Civilization
1. The success of the Minoans, a brilliant early civilization, was based on trade rather than conquest.  
a. The Minoan civilization reached its height between 1750BC and 1500BC
2. The rulers of the Minoan civilization lived in a palace called Knossos.
a. Knossos had bed rooms, religious shrines, banquet halls, and working areas for artisans. 
3. By around 1400BC the Minoan civilization had disappeared
a. It is believed that a natural disaster such as a volcanic eruption, a tidal wave, or an earthquake destroyed the palace.  
B. Rulers of Mycenae
1. The Mycenaeans were an Indo-European group. 
2. The Mycenaeans dominated the Aegean world from 1400BC to 1200BC.
a. They, like the Minoans, were sea traders.
b. They taught many skills to newcomers including writing.
c. They lived in separate city states
3. The Mycenaeans are best remembered for their part in the Trojan War.   
4. Vocabulary
a. straits: narrow water passages
C. They Age of Homer
1. From 1100BC to 800BC the Greek civilization declined
a. People forgot skills such as writing
2. Two epic poems, the Iliad and the odyssey, by the poet Homer give us hints about life during this time
3. For about 30,000 years the epic poems the Iliad and the odyssey still inspire European artists and writers.  
D. Looking Ahead
1. After the Dorian invasion the Greeks lived in small isolated villages for centuries. 
2. They didn’t have writing and had few connections with the outside world.
3. Over time they developed a civilization that would influence the world
II. The Rise of Greek City States
A. Geography: the Greek Homeland
1. Mountains divide the Balkan Peninsula into isolated valleys.
2. The Greeks did not create a large empire as the Egyptians or Mesopotamians had. 
3. The Greek coastline provided safe harbors for ships. 
B. The Polis
1. Vocabulary
a. Polis- a unique Greek version of a city state
b. Acropolis- a high city
c. Monarchy- a government where a king or queen exercises central power
d. Aristocracy- rule by an elite landlord
e. Oligarchy- the power is held in the hands of a small elite
f. Phalanx- a massive formation of heavily armed foot soldiers
2. Between 750BC and 500BC the Greeks evolved different types of government.
3. in about 650BC iron weapons and tools replaced bronze ones. 
C. Sparta: A Nation of Soldiers
1. Starting in childhood Spartans prepared to be a part of a military state.
2. Women were expected to produce healthy sons for the army.
3. The Spartans looked down on trade and wealth, isolated themselves from other Greeks, forbade their citizens to travel, and had little use for new arts or ideas.     
D. Athens: A Limited Democracy
1. The Athenians grew in wealth and power under aristocracy 
2. Vocabulary
a. Democracy- a government by the people
b. Tyrants- people who gained power by force
c. Legislature- a lawmaking body that debates laws before deciding to approve or reject them
3. Solon was appointed archon in 594BC and Athenians gave him a free hand to make needed reforms.
4. Pisistratus, a tyrant, forced his way to power in 546BC.
5. In Athens women had no share in public life, and girls got little or no formal education, boys on the other had would go to school if their parents could afford it.
E. Forces of Unity
1. Despite fighting among city states Greeks shaired a common culture
2. The Greeks were polytheistic and believed that the gods lived on Mt Olympus 
3. Greeks felt superior to non-Greeks and called them baroi, or barbarians.
III. Victory and Defeat in the Greek World 
A. The Persian Wars
1. By 500BC Athens was the wealthiest Greek city state.
a. But the Persians were a serous threat to the Athenians. 
2. The Persians crushed the rebel Ionian cities.
3. in 480BC Xerxes Sent a larger force to conquer Greece
4. The Greek victory gave them a new feeling of uniqueness, and they felt that the gods had protected their superior forms of government from Asian invaders. 
B. Athens in the age of Pericles
1. The period from 460BC to 429BC in Athens is often called the Age of Pericles. 
2. Pericles believed that all male citizens should take part in government.
a. Athens began to pay salaries to men who held public office.
3. Athens prospered during the Age of Pericles, and he had the Acropolis, which the Persians had destroyed, rebuilt.
C. Greek against Greek
1. War broke out between Athens and Sparta in 432BC and it lasted 27 years
2. Sparta had the advantage of being inland so they could not be attacked by sea; unfortunately that’s what they did to Athens.
3. The Athenians triumphed in they war but unfortunately the Athenian economy lost its spirit and vitality.  
IV. They Glory that was Greece
A. Lovers of wisdom
1. Greek thinkers who denied that events were caused by whims of gods and used observation and reason to find causes for what happened were called philosophers. 
2. Philosophers studies things from mathematics and physics to music and logic.  
3. In Athens a group of philosophers called the Sophists questioned accepted ideas about truth and justice.
B. Death of a Philosopher
1. Most of what we know about Socrates, an outspoken critic of the Sophists, is from his student Plato.
2. Socrates was put on trial when he was around 70 years old.  He was being accused of corrupting the cities youth and failing to respect the gods, he was condemned to death.
3. even though his friends urged him to flee he stayed in Athenss and accepted the death penalty.  
a. He drank a cup of Hemlock, a deadly potion and chatted with his friends as he died.
	


