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orace Ripley Merrithew was born in 1800 while his parents were on a ship sailing across the Atlantic. His mother died in childbirth, and his father was so distraught that he jumped overboard. Baby Horace was adopted by James and Mary (King) Merrithew, who were friends of Horace's parents. (No record of his actual parents' names has been found) 

He grew up and married his adopted sister, Lucy Ann Merrithew in October 1825. 

He enlisted in the 104th New York Volunteer Infantry, Co. K, on Christmas Day 1861. On his enlistment papers, he said he was born in 1825 so that they would allow him in. He was in fact a 61 year old private. Unfortunately, he was killed in Second Manassas (Bull Run) on 30 Aug 1862. Since the Confederates won that battle, he has no grave. Most of the people who have been asked about this speculate he probably was buried in a mass grave on the battlefield. 

My grandmother has received copies of his wife's pension papers, and they add a little light on his life, but not much. As I go through them, I’ll add information.

We have one picture of him, but I do not know when it was taken. I am his GGGG Grandson.
