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	     Since I began my teaching career my technology platform has changed a great deal.  As an undergraduate student technology in teaching wasn't stressed as much as it might be today.  As a beginning teacher I had to just get used to the email system and how to complete student grades through the network, never mind using technology in the classroom.  My first few years of teaching were very strait forward; I had books and lectured my health classes.  In physical education I had no equipment related technology.  After a few years I discovered how important technology was in all aspects of teaching.  It was at this point that I developed a technology platform.  At the time I didn't even realize that I was developing a platform, I just wanted to incorporate the use of technology in health and physical education.  Since that point my yearly teaching goals have been to add or use technology in my teaching and learning.  Essentially this is why I was interested in the masters in educational technology program.

     Education should involve elements that students find interesting and are excited to engage in the activities presented by the teacher.  Education also should work toward the strengths of the students.  This is generally accomplished easily with technology because students are very technologically informed.  They all have I Pods and PC's along with many other devices. Generally students can figure out new technology faster than most teachers, because that is what they have grown up with.  Lastly education should provide equipment, supplies and resources that enhance student learning.  It has been well documented that technology devices benefit all students.

     Knowledge to me is something that can be acquired in many different ways. It is the responsibility of an educator to acquire knowledge in various ways.  Most educators start out as students acquiring knowledge from teachers, but as education progresses, teachers can acquire knowledge from colleagues, as well as research.  Knowledge can also be acquired in many environments; online independent work will provide knowledge to the learner.  In the field of technology I try to acquire as much teaching knowledge that I can so I can pass that information along to my students.

     The social component of school is very important to students.  Youngsters like adults are very social, and most schools don't place much emphasis on the social aspect, because "learning" needs to take place.  Being social is a tremendous part of how students learn and communicate today.  Students communicate out of school with cell phones, IM, and facebook or my space pages as well as some online video games.  In my opinion we place too much emphasis on not letting students do things that are social, so we may not be using a resource that is natural to young learners.  

     Students learn in many different ways.  Some students are visual learners, some students learn by watching and some students learn by doing.  I learned as a teacher that not all students are the same or learn the same way, and it is essential that educators understand how students learn and what interests them.  Technology has played and important role in how students learn.  I know first hand that technology increases student learning.  Software programs that help special education students read, write and develop plays and stories have been shown to help those students.  In physical education the use of pedometers (step counters) has been used to peek student’s interest in exercise, and explain the importance of walking and running.  Heart rate monitors also have been used to promote heart health.  These types of technology get the young students actively involved and provide great tools that the educators can use with students.  Each school year begins with a new technology advance, as it becomes more apparent that technology is a tool that will benefit all students.  For instance the installation of smart boards in a school can provide the teacher and students teaching and learning capabilities that are in the beginning stages in some schools.

     I believe that a schools curriculum is a good baseline of what students should be learning.  The problem is that every school system is different.  And within a school system every subject area has a different curriculum, and every grade level is different as well.  My question would be is one school systems curriculum better than another schools, subject area or grade?  What I do know is that up until recently the use of technology was not utilized as much as it could have been in most schools.  Technology such as PC's and LCD projectors, as well as smartboards now give teachers new opportunities to incorporate technology in the curriculum.  Subjects can still be taught, but now we have some new resources that will hopefully allow students a greater advantage in learning.  A schools curriculum is important to student learning, so schools spend a great deal of time forming curriculums, and with the aid of technology this can be enhanced.

     My belief is that a teacher is a professional specialist whom a community employs to exercise his or her expertise on behalf of youngsters (Sergiovanni, 2007).  The job of a teacher is to provide a service to the students.  In my case it is to provide exercise, skills, and general personal health information to my students.  Technology has made this part of the job much more fun and interesting for both my students and myself.  As I have stated before I enjoy incorporating technology in the classroom, and it seems to be more enjoyable for the students.  This year my teaching goal is to collect research and determine if students learn better when provided with technology.  The results of this goal are something I'm personally looking forward to.

     As a teacher my job is to pass along my expertise in certain subject areas. Does this mean that I am the only person with knowledge and must pass this along to my students?  Students have more knowledge than we as educators give them credit for.  I enjoy having students initiate learning, because it gives them a sense of accomplishment.  Group projects are good as well, so students can be social and work together for a common goal.  Technology has made the act of teaching more modern. School systems tend to be very traditional, so when it comes to technology many educators are nervous about the use of it.  PC's, digital cameras, DVD players, LCD projectors, and smartboards all help to create a learning environment that is beneficial to students as well as teachers.

     The climate of a school is very interesting to me.  I believe a school has to have a diverse climate to be successful.  School climate can make or break a school.  There are many examples of schools with low morale, which in turn may lead to poor student learning, to low test scores to community outrage then to a failing school.  Schools should be open caring, flexible, collaborative, as well as creative and spontaneous.  It seems to me that schools that are behind in the areas of technology tend to be the same schools with  negative climates.  In a school system, technology is seen as an edge.  The more resources and the ability of teaching tools, the greater the student learning, which will lead to better test scores, and community support.  It disappoints me that some schools have greater use of technology than others.  It seems to me that technology devices are leading to more productive and informed students.  It's a shame that all schools don't have the same opportunity to use such equipment.  

     As far as technology is concerned I like to see school systems introduce as much technology as they possibly can.  In my teaching I continue to grow and change with technological advances.  I have come a long way as far as technology is concerned.  I started as an educator who could barely turn the computer on, to an educator who uses technology in the classroom, and wants to continually learn and use new technology. 
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