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It’s interesting that ergonomics is a topic in this course.  Pomfret Community School is currently in the process of changing and updating the computer lab for the next school year.  The computer lab at Pomfret Community School is currently being used as a computer lab as well as office space for some special area teachers.  I think that the layout of the lab is not condusive to support all students in an educational setting.  Many computers face different directions, and the instructors’ computers with the computer projectors are projected on a white board that is some distance from most computers.  Also the space used by the special area teachers for their “office” is mixed right in with the lab computers; to me it just doesn’t seem like a good layout.  The current layout is not using the space to full capacity or designed to be easier for student and teacher use.


In Pomfret we are a K-8 school, so it may be very difficult to have a computer work station that will fit the needs of a kindergartener as well as an 8th grader.  I will evaluate a third grade group as well as an 8th grade group.  My first analysis is of a 3rd grade class.  The students are taught to sit strait ahead and neck upright, with arms and elbows close to the body and feet on the floor.  As I observe the class they are following these guidelines as they have been instructed.  The seats that the students use have a backrest with no arm rests so students must support their own forearms.  It seems the chairs are appropriate for most, but seem big for the smaller 3rd graders.  This class seems to display correct seating posture.  The keyboard monitor and workstation are sufficient for the students needs, but it does seem the layout may be a little difficult to use for the smaller students.  The monitors seem to be at a sufficient height without glare, but the chairs seem too be to short with back support lacking for the smaller student.  Each student in the lab has their own personal workstation.  Other accessories, such as document holders and wrist and palm supports, are not accessories in the students work area.  Overall, the workstation seems to be sufficient for the students and the students seem to be able to follow the proper instructions for posture and seating.  Although the lab may have been designed for older students, it seems to work good with the younger students.


In the same lab I also evaluated a class of 8th grade students.  This was a different look from the 3rd grade students.  The rules for posture and seating are the same, but it seems that 8th grade students don’t follow the rules as directed.  For the most part students had good posture and seating but a few students had chairs on two legs and were typing and looking at the keyboard with their arms away from the body and their feet not on the floor.  As far as seating goes, the students would lean back so the back rest support would not be of any use and their posture was horrible.  The keyboard, monitor, and work area were sufficient for students.  The monitors were at a good height and the seating was able to be adjusted, but seemed small for some larger students.  It seemed that some of the larger 8th grade students had some trouble fitting under the computer workstation with their legs and chair.  The main difference was that the 8th grade students seemed to have more cluttered areas.  Accessories were not present for this group.  


It seems to me that our computer lab equipment consists of working computers and equipment to get the job done.  It doesn’t seem that we have anything special as far as accessories and it doesn’t seem to be used to full capacity.  I guess that is why we are re-evaluating the lab situation, and plan to change things for the next school year.  I have found that overall the computer lab is adequate to meet the needs of all students, but budget and space limit the availability and use of the lab.  Our students only receive about 60 minutes a week of technology time due to space and time limitations, and this to me just doesn’t seem like enough.

