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As much as I think the No Child Left Behind act is not working in education, I was surprised to learn that the National Education Technology Plan has grown out of this legislation.  I like the concept of NCLB and the National Education technology Plan, but who is the funding source that will provide the services to these school systems.  Don’t get me wrong I would be thrilled to see substantial amounts of technology in every school and in every subject area, but it just doesn’t seem to be happening.  Take the state of Connecticut for example.  This is a very wealthy state, but I hear in many cases that schools who are not up to the standards as far as technology is concerned.  I do however see a push toward technology in some schools, hopefully this is not a fad and will provide students with the technology advances they need.


I did find some of the statistics that were published in the national Education technology Plan questionable.  90% of children between the ages of 5 and 17 use a computer.  94% of teens use the Internet for research.  245 of teens have created their own web page.  16% of teens are shareholders in the stock market.  Is this Internet and computer use happening at schools, home, public libraries?  To me the information is misleading, however it does make me happy that these students are getting access to the Internet and software programs.  


Developing a technology plan for Pomfret Community School might be very difficult.  PCS is a k-8 school with PE, health, music, art, foreign language etc.  It is very difficult to plan professional development that can cover all of these subject areas.  I would start with the schools website.  The site is good and most all of the teachers have a page on the site.  I do think some of the information is dated; so updating the information would be a start.  Also some professional development to teach the teachers how to upload assignments and other information they would like on their web page.  I know that some of our teachers post homework assignments and other important information such as open houses, field trips etc.  From the feedback that I have received this is very helpful to both the students and the parents.  It provides the information that both students and parents need as far as homework and up coming events are concerned.  Professional development in this are would help all subject area teachers, I know it would help me.  I also think we need some professional development in areas of new technology.  Even if we don’t have the technology, it doesn’t hurt to see what is new on the market for schools.  It’s always good to see what’s out there, so that you can try to incorporate new technology into your budget.  


A five-year plan for equipment acquiring is difficult.  My main problem would be to not purchase equipment or software that would be out of date in five years.  In order to prevent this problem I would have to do some research on the equipment and software that is on the market today.  Because we only have so much room in the building, I would propose we purchase a few mobile laptop carts with wireless Internet.  This can be costly but with the purchase of some equipment one year and software etc the next year and so on, I think we could add a few mobile laptop carts in five years.  I also think that teachers should apply for as many grants as they can.  Last year I applied for 6 grants and received funding for two.  I received $500 for the purchase of Sony Playstation and the Dance Dance revolution game system and pads.  This system allows students to learn dance in an aerobic capacity.  I also received $1200 through a grant from The Northeast Council Against Substance abuse.  Their funding provided the health education department (me) with a mobile laptop, LCD projector, and a cart to move from one room to another.  Grant funding has been essential to any new technology equipment that I have purchased.


I know that I will continue to strive to be on the cutting edge of technology.  I do everything I can to purchase new technology equipment that will benefit my students.  I assess the success of the technology that I purchase as to how effective it is for my students.  If the students use it, enjoy it and continue to use it I render it successful.  I also believe that technology makes teaching and learning fun for both the students and the teachers, and at this point in time technology is huge, so it should be a major part of the school and learning environment.

