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Cold !


By Eric





Okay, okay, I know we have chosen to live in Wisconsin and it is supposed to be cold sometimes.  But does it really have to be four degrees below zero and have fifteen mph winds?





Needless to say, in weather like this, there is not a lot of outside activities.





We celebrated New Years Eve in The Dells and you can read a recount of events later in the next column.  





On New Years Day, after the swimming at the hotel and brunch, most of our family went to the Milwaukee Public Museum with Becky’s family.





Colby had a fun birthday on the third. Colby chose pineapple upside down cake for his birthday cake. And, always, it was baked to perfection by Becky. Mmmm, mmmm!





Becky purchased a one month pool pass from the local hotel, The Cedarberry.  The pool there is warmer than the pool at the high school and makes for some very fun playtime.  It also is a nice meeting place for family and friends. Since the pass is only good for a month, she makes use of it every chance possible. I think they were there at least 4 times last week.





Open gym at the Sauk community center is always a good time as well.  There is plenty of room to run around and have fun. Although, Zach confirmed that it is very difficult to ride a bike without wiping out on the polished gym floor.





Becky has chosen to pass the torch on coordinating bringing up the gifts at church.  She has received some calls from others willing to volunteer and the new person should begin February 1st.





We built a homemade sled out of some scrap wood, but have not gotten a chance to use it.  There is not enough snow on the ground.  We did some test runs on Grandpas icy driveway, but we are hoping for a real snowfall to really put it to the test.  The sled has steering and was painted with some green porch paint from Sears that Wes gave us last year.





I bought an interesting history of Sauk City book off of e-bay.  It’s a reprint of a 1931 publication recounting Sauk City’s history in the 1800’s and early 1900’s.





The kids have discovered Mad Libs.  You know… the stories where you fill in the blanks with your own words and it usually makes the story very silly. If you haven’t done one for a while I encourage you to do it.  Always a classic for a good laugh!  





We hung up some model airplanes from the ceiling in the boys’ room.  Zach spent a lot of time deliberating on just the right pitch, and angle for each plane so that you really get a feeling of their movement.





Becky’s Pampered Chef party went well and was a nice evening. I think people stayed until almost 10:00 p.m. enjoying each other’s company.





Becky purchased a tiny Norfolk Island pine tree as a houseplant.  It may be a challenge to keep alive since it prefers 50% humidity!  Our house is much drier than that in the winter.  Feel free to pass along any tips if you have them.  (
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If I Had a Million Dollars


By the boys


Zach


Put it in the bank.


Buy a fancy house.


Give it to people who are poor.





Colby


Buy an old car


Buy myself a hotel


Buy myself a couple of plants.





Isaac


Buy some ice cream cones.


Buy some gummi things that bounce; you know, like you get from Gansers.


Buy a spinner for mom with grapes in it.


(











Isaac’s Island


�


Conversation at the dinner table:


Dad… Shhh…


Listen… 


He swallows some milk.


Do you hear that?


It sounds like…sparks!


He takes a few more swallows.


I think when I swallow this milk it is making sparks!


Can you hear it?


I think it is coming from my ear!?!


He walks around from his side of the table to mine.


Take a look!


He takes puts his ear near my face.


Can you see them?


Can you see the sparks?!?


That’s weird!?! (
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New Years


By Zach and Colby





Here is Colby and Zach’s recounting of their New Years Eve celebration at Antigua Bay Resort in Wisconsin Dells. 





The interview was conducted by Eric at ~5:30 a.m. in the hotel lobby. The two boys woke up early New Year’s Day and could not get back to sleep.





We went with Nana, Grandpa.


Grandpa had his birthday at the hotel. They took us over night. They had two pools and a place where daddy could work out. 





For New Years Eve we made a balloon drop. We blew up balloons and made confetti! We were really noisy! Especially from popping the balloons. 





Aunt Kate and Ben were there, too. We stayed up until 1:30am. Aunt Jen and Uncle Tom, Solomon and Scarlett were there and we at lots of food.





There was a really big water park area. We all went swimming. Zach went down the new big slide. 





We had pizza and all kinds of junk food! We drank juice boxes and Capri Sun.  We also had Teddy Grahams and wheat thins. 





Colby liked to go in the workout pool. And the hot tub. Colby could touch the bottom of the hot tub. And he liked the big pool. He also liked the slide next to the dolphin. Zach and I got extra shooting stars and plastic Hawaiian leis from the janitor this morning. (
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Colby’s Corner


�


Dad took us to the gymnastics place. I liked to jumping in the foam blocks and having foam block fights. They had a trampoline and some of those ring things that you can hold on and they swing.  





They had a balance beam there which I tried. Some were really low and some were high. There were some big kids there showing off karate moves.  They were at least 10 or twelve years old, I think.





Some kids were playing keep away and some kids were playing basketball. (





Zach’s Zone


�


We went Trapeeze Day in downtown Mazomanie at the Moving Arts Center.  Trapeeze day was fun. There were about 15 kids there. We broke off into different groups.  





You get to swing back and forth. Some of the trapeze rotate and go around in circles.  It is low enough so you can reach it when you stand.





You have one practicing time with the trapeze and then it gets hard.  


Your hands get really sore from hanging on, even if it’s just for 30 seconds. Ouch! That hurts! (
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Reviews


No, No, No (CD)


They Might Be Giants


Review by Zachary		(((((


- Lots of funny songs. I’d actually give it a 100 stars!!!





Muscle Cars (Coffee Table Book)


Reviewed by the Colby	(((((


- There are a lot of different kinds of cars in here. The old cars are really cool.  The new cars are pretty dumb.





Classic Mickey Mouse (Video)


Reviewed by Isaac		(((((


- Really funny. Especially when Donald Duck stands there and those other Mickey Mouses throw balloons at him and Donald Duck falls down.. That is so, so funny!





White Apples (Book)


Terrence Dickenson


Reviewed by Eric		((((


- Sort of sci-fi. It has its own intriguing explanation of life, death and afterlife. Keeps you guessing. (





How to…


take care of a cat you get from the animal shelter.


By Colby


1) Go to the shelter and get a cat.





2) Go to the vet and see if it has to get shots.





3) After you take it to home, a couple days later have a checkup and operation if is not good.





4) Feed the cat tuna or cat food every time it does not have food.





5) Play with it if it wants to play.





6) Get it fresh water if it doesn’t have it or if it has yucky water.





7) Sometimes the cat will play by itself and that’s o.k. (
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Events


January 31- February 1


Visit to Minneapolis and St Paul


St Paul Winter Carnival with Ice Sculptures, a parade, fireworks and more!





Dinner Club February 7


Location to be Announced





February 14


Valentine’s Day





February 18


Colby’s special day at preschool





Feb 23


Cub Scout meeting





February 29


Leap day celebration


(





Jokes


C: Why did the cow ride in a car? Because he wanted to cow up in the car.





C: What kind of snake is good in a car.  A windshield viper. 





C: Knock, Knock.  Who’s there? Orange. Orange who?  Orange because it’s cold outside.





I: Why did the cow cross the road? He wanted to get to the other side and drink from his cow shed.





Z: Why should the wolf stay away from the shack in the book “The Wolf is Coming?”  Because the barn would explode when all the animals let out their breath. (
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“The gown of nighhhht.


The gown of nighhhht.


The gown of nighhhht.


Because thaaaaaaat’s.... 


the gowwwwwn ... of... niiiiighhhhhhhhhht!” 


- Song sung by Isaac as he walked to the library one evening.
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