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Our Mission

World Links Arab Region 
(WLAR) is the Arab holding of 
World Links.   Our mission is to 
improve educational outcomes, 
economic opportunities and global 
understanding for youth in the Arab 
region through the use of technology 
and the Internet.  Teachers learn to 
integrate participatory learning with 
technology for improved educational 
results.  These skills enable youth to 
participate successfully in the global 
knowledge-based economy when they 
leave school. 

World Links began in 1997 as an 
initiative of Mr. James Wolfensohn, 
President of the World Bank.  In 
1999 World Links spun off from the 
World Bank as an independent non-
profit organization and it has since
expanded to dozens of developing 
countries. WLAR was launched in 
2003.

PO Box 941192
Amman 11194 
Jordan
www.wlar.org
ask@wlar.org

Address

How WLAR has changed my life
Just the other day, one of my World 
Links teachers said to me “You’ve done 
a great job in your research on the 
Internet”. These words had a big effect 
on me.  They encouraged me to use the 
Internet do more research on many 
subjects including English, Chemistry, 
Maths, Physics and Arabic.  I surfed the 
net looking for new information and 
data for my reports.

Using the Internet and software like 
PowerPoint and Excel to present 
our ideas and working with different 
students and projects has made school 
much more exciting.  Technology can 
be very useful to students. It’s fun to 
find new information and discover the
world around us. I hope that the day 
will come when we have all our lessons 
on the net and that every class will be in 
a computer lab.  Finally, I thank God for 
those who have made this opportunity 
possible for me.

October 2004, Testimonial: Kawther 
Elhasana, Grade 11, Mu’tah Secondary 
School for Girls, Karak, Jordan

Shaqa’iq
Shaqa’iq is a new educational interactive 
video series directed to the educational 
and career development of girls and 
young women in the Arab World. 
The video series  profiles young Arab
women professionals as role models 
for teenagers throughout the region. 
The initial countries that the series will 
reach will be Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Qatar and the UAE. WLAR coordinates 
the Shaqa’iq Advisory Committee which 
held its first conference call November
8th with partners KidzOnline and 
The George Washington University.  
During the call, the Shaqa’iq Advisory 
Committee was briefed on the first
interviews conducted in Jordan and 
Lebanon of successful Arab women and 
ambitious students during September 
and October.  Profilee details can
be found on the KidzOnline website 

(www.kidzonline/mepi).  The next step 
for the Advisory Committee will be to 
nominate potential profilees in Egypt,
Dubai and Qatar.  The Committee will 
also devise a strategy in order to ensure 
the maximum effect of the Shaqa’iq on 
various Arabic network TV channels.  

Shaqa’iq Advisory Committee members 
are:  Her Excellency Mrs. Bahia Hariri, 
Member of Parliament, Lebanon; 
H.E. Dr. Khaled Toukan, Minister of 
Education, Jordan; Ms. Laila Baker 
UNFPA National Program Officer,
Jerusalem; Ms. Heba Ramzi, Regional 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
Programs Manager Microsoft, Middle 
East and Africa; Mrs. Haneen Sayyed, 
Human Development Economist for the 
World Bank in Beirut, Lebanon; and Ms. 
Nisreen Shocair,  Executive Director, 
Marketing and Communications of 
King Features Syndicate.  The role of 
the Advisory Committee is to provide 
leadership and quality assurance 
by overseeing and providing insight 
that will impact the tone and cultural 
content.

Shaqa’iq is profiling several Arab women
for the documentaries. Among them Ms. 
Dima Jweihan who is show here being 
filmed by Mr. Wes Cruver.

Jordan
WLAR is in the final phase of its pilot
program, now completing training over 
500 teachers in all four phases of World 
Links materials during the winter of 
2004 – 2005.  Minister of Education 
H.E. Dr. Toukan has been so impressed 
with the program that he asked WLAR to 
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author a teacher training manual and 
system for schools throughout Jordan 
about the Ministry of Education’s 
new Intranet.  WLAR, in cooperation 
with the Integrated Technology Group 
of Jordan, has finalized the training
manual and program which will be 
required training for every secondary 
school teacher in the Hashemite 
Kingdom.  The forty-hour module will 
roll out in 2005 and will give WLAR 
its fifth phase of training in Jordan.
The effort was spearheaded by WLAR 
Jordan National Coordinator Ms. Hala 
Taher. 

Phase IV WLAR training underway in 
Jordan. 

Lebanon
In light of the recent change in 
government, the WLAR program is 
regrouping but pressing forward in 
Lebanon.  The Hariri Foundation has 
already bolstered efforts to finalize
details of the launch of the WLAR 
program in Lebanon and hopes to 
renegotiate the rollout of the program 
when conditions permit.

Syria
Due to recent US sanctions on Syria, 
the launch of the World Links Arab 
Region program in Syria has been 
delayed, pending approval of the 
program by the US Department 
of Commerce. World Links pro-
bono lawyers, Covington & Burling 
in Washington, DC have been 
extraordinarily helpful in submitting 
an application and a ruling is expected 
in December or January at which time 
WLAR would launch immediately.

Yemen
In September, WLAR Program 
Coordinator Ms. Sama Danyal traveled 
to Sana’a to oversee the operations 
for the training of 25 Master Trainers.  
There she met with all the teachers 
receiving basic computer skills 
training and visited the 5 new school 
labs equipped by US NGO Amideast.  
Teachers were very excited to be 
part of the dot.EDU imitative funded 
through the US Government and 

have already began making contact with 
teachers in Jordan, where WLAR National 
Coordinator Ms. Hala Taher put together 
a message board for the teachers from 
both countries on which to communicate.  
Though the Yemeni teachers have only 
received basic IT skills, communicating 
and collaborating with other teachers 
has already opened a whole new world to 
them.  Yemen National Coordinator Mr. 
Ameen Alkaderi writes “The teachers are 
so excited by this new tool we’ve provided 
them with; their enthusiasm to use their 
new skills has already begun altering the 
methods of their teaching.”  

The Sana’a Master Trainers will begin 
training in their schools in December and 
will train an additional 40 teachers in each 
school totaling 160 teachers in Sana’a.  
The same model will be replicated in Aden 
and is set to begin next semester.  

Additionally, WLAR is working with 
prospective partners SEDCO to co-
finance an expansion of the project to
the Hadhramout district of Yemen. Mr. 
Ameen Alkaderi recently traveled to the 
Hadhramout district to further assess the 
situation where together the partners plan 
to open the first computer labs in schools
in the Governorate.

WLAR training underway in Sana’a.

Staff Update
The WLAR staff 
continues to grow.  
WLAR recently 
appointed Mr. Ra’ed 
Dahhleh, the new 
Deputy National 

Coordinator for Jordan.  He will be 
working under the direction of Ms. Hala 
Taher, our able National Coordinator who 
has been managing a growing program 
which currently works with over 500 
teachers in 120 schools.   Raed has been 
with the Jordan program since its first
days as a Master Trainer and led very 
successful workshops for teachers in 
Jordan’s Balqa Governorate.  Ra’ed is 
a dynamic, active and intelligent teacher 
who joined the Ministry of Education 
in 1991, and has been teaching physics 
in high schools since then.  Ra’ed has a 
Bachelor degree in physics.  



     

 

  
 

       
      “

       ”
      
     
    

   
      

    

       
   ”” ” “
       

       
        
       
      
      
      
      
       

   


     
     

       
   

     
     

      
      
     

     
  KidzOnline 

     
      
     
     
   
KidzOnline     


 “  ”

   
   
     

    
     
     
    

    
    

 

  “ ”  
     
     
  
  

    
  ”   

   “

 
 

www.wlar.org
ask@wlar.org



  







 

 wwwkidzonlinemepi 
     
     
    
   

  
     
     
     

      
     
      
    
     
    
     

    
      
     

    

      
      
        




    
    
      
    
      

    
     
    



   
     
      
     
     

     
       
     
    “ 
      
     

”   
    

       
    
     
       


     
    
   
     

    
     

   

       


 
   
   
    
   

   
   

     
     
      
      

     
   
      
      
      

   

 
    

    

   

  

  

 


  


  

 





 

 

 


   

 




 




 
 

 
 

 
 


 


  

 “   ”
 

www.wlar.org
ask@wlar.org

     
      
      

    
      

   
    
      
     
     

  

        
 


      
    
    
     

 
      
   




     

     
      
    
  ”  “

     
   

     
  


     
    
    

     
   

     
”“    

     
      

    dotEDU


