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Question 1. Many scholars have cited that since the New Deal, we have had an imperial Presidency. 


An Imperial President is a President who continually tries to enlarge the powers of his office - often taking powers from, sharing powers with, and conflicting with congress. Since the Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Era of the New Deal, Presidents have tried to their powers and their abilities to manage the executive branch and to exert more power over the Congress. This can be done by taking the lead in introducing new legislation, appointing powerful aides, reorganizing the executive staffing and by creating new executive agencies. 


One example of the changing role of the President is his ability to formulate a legislative program to which Congress can respond. Before the 1930s and the Presidency of FDR, the entire legislative responsibility went to the Congress. Before that time the Congress had rejected legislation from Presidents Grover Cleveland, Rutherford B. Hayes, Chester A. Arthur, and Calvin Coolidge. Although this greatly increases the role the President has in shaping the government, it often causes conflicts between the branches (executive and legislative) because traditionally the introduction and passage of bills has been a duty of the Congress, not the President.


Another change in the role of the President has been his ability to use what is called a line-item veto. This special kind of veto allows the President to veto or disapprove of certain items within a bill while accepting others. This is a major change because historically the line item veto was a courtesy granted only to governors and not the Chief Executive. Previously, this rule had been beneficial to Congress who could put items into a bill that the President would be forced to sign into law in order to pass other legislation. Although the line-item veto gives the President much more power, there is debate on its constitutionality. The Constitution only grants the President the authority to approve or disapprove a bill as a whole.

