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What really changed

a presentation by Jeanette

Genre

A newspaper commentary.

Subject

The effects on the American and British(/European) societies, respectively, of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, September 11, 2001.

Summary

The journalist sets out by claiming that the consequences of September 11 are not the ones we imagined. Then he describes the understandable fear felt by the New Yorkers that the attack may repeat itself at the 1-year anniversary and asks what are the feelings of everybody else and if we were right in assuming that it changed the world forever.


In the following 7 paragraphs the writer lists various reasons why they Americans may thinks so. Firstly, he describes how 9/11 has turned President George Bush, who before the attack seemed vulnerable and had little public support, into an "embodiment of America during the greatest surge of patriotism since the second world war." Secondly, he claims that a previously widespread "militant unilateralism", i.e. a strong desire that the U.S. minds its own business, has been replaced by a need "to protect, and, if necessary, rule the world." Thirdly, there has come a new disdain for those who oppose the U.S. In this light, Europe is considered weak and irresponsible. Finally, the attack has seriously influenced the American economy, turning what looked like a comeback into further recession, among other things exposing company fraud, cf. the Enron and WorldCom scandals.


In the next 5 paragraphs the author then lists what has changed outside the U.S., especially in Britain. Firstly, commenting that "the public imagination tends to have room for only one bogeyman at a time", he points to a change of issues: how the most important question of our time is no longer world economy but "panic at the prospect of a 'clash of civilisations'." In British society this is mirrored in its race relations: what used to be a question about whites versus blacks is now more a question about whites versus Muslims. Secondly, the attack has fuelled a reassertion of religion, evident not only in the public debate but also in the current movie and literary hits. 


Thus, concludes the journalist in the last 3 paragraphs, the world has certainly changed, but not in the ways immediately expected: since the attack has not been repeated, the initial fear he suspects most people had that their everyday lives would be permanently altered has faded. What has really changed shows in "a world divided, gripped by rumours of war – and full of danger." 

Comments

Whereas the writer speaks out clearly his grave concerns considering the changes that have taken place since September 11, he voices his criticism hereof more indirectly. For instance he criticises latter day US imperialism by inserting an ironic "mind" on the first page when he describes how it is not about taking part "in namby-pamby, multilateral arrangements, mind, but to grab the world by the scruff of the neck and take charge". Also, his comment on the second page about the narrowness of the public imagination indicates an ironic distance.

Themes

1. September 11.

2. American Imperialism. 

3. Clash of Cultures – a focus on the transatlantic divide.

Links

· '9/11 Lesson Plan' – another newspaper commentary on the 9/11 anniversary.

· The news-excerpts we have watched and the discussions we have had about 9/11 and the conflict with Iraq and the 'U.S. at War'-theme (as well as Bowling for Columbine) – dealing with American ethnocentrism, aggression, Big Brother-attitude as well as how society is affected by fear.
Background

Jonathan Freedland is an award-winning journalist and broadcaster. Since 1997 he has been a columnist on The Guardian, while still writing regularly for a variety of other British and American papers.
 According to Everyman's Encyclopeadia, The Guardian is a British quality paper, generally supportive of the Labour party. Conclusively, Freedland represents an important left-wing voice in Britain and beyond.
     

� Read more about the journalist on � HYPERLINK http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcfour/talkshow/features/freedland.shtml ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcfour/talkshow/features/freedland.shtml�.
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