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Welcome to the Moon

about the author

Here is what I found on the Internet about John Patrick Shanley:  

John Patrick Shanley was born in 1950 in New York. He grew up in the Bronx, the child of working-class parents. Snatched from juvenile delinquency by a kindly priest, Shanley attended school in New Hampshire and then New York University, where he received a masters in educational theater.

He has worked as a playwright, screenwriter, and director of both theater and film (as well as bartender and housepainter). His screenplays include Five Corners (1988), The January Man (1989), Joe Versus the Volcano, which he also directed (1990), and Alive (1992). Play titles by Mr. Shanley included Welcome to the Moon (produced 1985), the dreamer examines his pillow (produced 1987), and Danny and the Deep Blue Sea (1986). Welcome to the Moon was first produced by the Ensemble Studio Theater, NYC, in the fall of 1982.

In an introduction to the plays, Mr. Shanley writes: ``Who am I? This is a courageous question. As a writer and as a man I am involved in one central struggle(to discover and accept who I am. I believe all fear has its roots in denial. I have, at one time or another, denied everything. Every fact of my specific self. My parents, my Bronx origin, my Americanness, my Irishness, my appetites, my mortality, my need for love and acceptance, my jealousy, my violence, my anger.

``I am not a courageous person by nature. I have simply discovered that, at certain key moments in this life, you must find courage in yourself, in order to move forward and live. It is like a muscle and it must be exercised, first a little, and then more and more. All the really exciting things possible during the course of a lifetime require a little more courage than we currently have. A deep breath and a leap.''

(Source: http://www.madstage.com/Shows/Welcome.html#The Playwright)

John Patrick Shanley is from the Bronx. Psychopathia Sexualis, his newest play, was previously produced at the Seattle Repertory Theatre and the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles and his recent one-acts Missing/Kissing were presented at Primary Stages in New York and in the Humana Festival at Actors Theatre of Louisville. Mr. Shanley's comedy Four Dogsand a Bone was produced by Manhattan Theatre Club, and subsequently enjoyed a commercial run at the Lucille Lortel Theatre. It was also mounted in Los Angeles as the inaugural production of the Geffen Playhouse. Other full-length plays include The Big Funk (New York Shakespeare Festival); Beggars in the House of Plenty, Italian-American Reconciliation and Women of Manhattan (Manhattan Theatre Club); Savage in Limbo and The Dreamer Examines His Pillow (Powerhouse Theater and Off-Broadway); Danny and the Deep Blue Sea (Actors Theatre of Louisville and Circle in the Square Downtown); and a wide variety of one act plays, including Welcome to the Moon (Ensemble Studio Theatre). He was selected for four consecutive seasons as a participant at the National Playwrights Conference at the O'Neill Theatre Center. In the arena of film, Mr. Shanley wrote the screenplay for Five Corners, which won a Special Jury Prize (screenplay) at the Barcelona Film Festival. His script for Moonstruck won both the Writers Guild Award and an Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay. He made his debut as a feature film director with his script Joe Versus the Volcano. He also wrote the screen adaptations of both Alive and Congo. 

(Source: http://www.fb10.uni-bremen.de/anglistik/kerkhoff/ContempDrama/Shanley.htm)
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