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High Fidelity

lecture plan

	Date
	Chapter(s)
	Lecturer
	Reserve

	Dec. 11


	2
	Erik
	Betina

	
	3
	Sara
	Uffe

	
	4
	Uffe
	Sara

	
	5
	Bettina
	Rikke

	Dec. 18
	6-7
	Betina
	Mette

	
	8-9
	Janina
	Carina L.

	Feb. 5
	10-17
	Denni
	Claus

	
	18-25
	Carina L.
	Janina

	Feb. 12
	26-29
	Mette
	Lars

	Feb.  26
	30-35
	Tove
	Bettina


As a lecturer you must prepare to 

-
present a summary of the chapter(s) assigned to you and

- 
ask your fellow students 3-5 questions focusing on what you consider the most central and/or intriguing aspects.

NB: Please hand in a written account of your lecture.
In case of emergency,

please call your reserve and ask him/her to take over

(meaning that he/she must be able to do so with short notice).

then…
model account 

Summary
Rob, the first person narrator, addresses a woman called Laura, presenting her with a top five-list of his most memorable split-ups, explaining how he does not expect her to enter it since they are now too old to make each other miserable. 

Then, one by one, Rob describes his relationships with the five women, beginning with Alison Ashworth, whom he 'dated' in 1972. He then lived in Hertfordshire, and they were in their early teens. After explaining how girls suddenly became objects of interest and disturbance, he relates how he was lead aside by Alison in a park and given his first kiss, unable to rationally explain how it came about. Four nights later, he found Alison with another boy, leaving him utterly confused, embarrassed and furious.    

Next, in 1973, Rob got together with Penny Hardwick, whom he dumped because she would not let him touch her breasts. He describes how she was a nice girl, how they never talked but went to the pictures, partied and wrestled instead. Relating how getting sex was a major issue between him and his friends, he explains how he tried one last time to have sex with her and, not succeeding, quit her, only to feel strongly humiliated when some weeks later a classmate apparently succeeded where he failed.

Two years later, Rob managed to score Jackie Allen, who had been dating Phil, a friend of his, for years, but the relationship only worked as long as it was secret, ending but some weeks after Jackie dumped Phil. The affair cost him his friendship with Phil, and he goes on to explain to Laura how such a triangle is easier to handle as a grown-up. Then he tells her how he, at first unable to turn Jackie down, went to have her name tattooed on his arm, only Victor, the tattooist talked him out of it. Since then he has often been tempted to seek out Victor to find out if this or that girl was worth a tattoo. The experience changed the way Rob and his friends looked at long-term relationships. Next, he once again addresses Laura, saying how the two of them would no longer change everything around as Jackie did but prefer to return to the people and life they had before. 

The fourth girl on Rob's list is Charlie Nicholson, whom he met in 1977 when studying at a London tech. Though enjoying the animosity of the big city, he still felt a fraud whose boyhood may be revealed any minute, and she ended up dumping him in favour of a guy called Marco. He reacted to the break-up by shoplifting, overdosing on Valium and finally quitting his studies to work in a Camden music store. Rob feels his life got settled over the two years he dated and broke up with Charlie; after that period, he never got into anything too deep, and we learn that, at this point, he is once again unattached.

The Charlie-affair taught him to look for a better match, and he goes on to describe himself as an average guy when it comes to intelligence, looks, etc., claiming that if he does OK with women it is due not to the virtues he has, but the shadows he has not. Sarah Kendrew, the final girl on his list, whom he was with from 1984 to 1986, seemed to be that better match, but she ended up leaving him for another man, too. It appears, Laura has also just left him, but, referring to his experiences with the women on his top five-list, he says that she does not represent his last and best relationship. 

Questions

1. What makes a guy concern himself with his top five most memorable split-ups?

2. How old is Rob approximately?

3. Why is the chapter called 'then…'?

4. In what ways are things different between then and now?

5. How would you characterise the style of writing?      
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