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The Chosen Vessel

matrix group work

First, sort out the plot by means of a timeline; then deal with the following points in matrix groups: 

1. What is the effect of the composition, i.e. the complex chronology?

2. Give an account of the woman's situation with respect to marriage, work, physical surroundings, etc.

3. Consider why she is not given a name.

4. What makes the swagman particularly frightening in her eyes?

5. How is she trying to protect herself from him?

6. Describe the atmosphere from "Long before nightfall…" (p. 183) till the first break on p. 185, and explain how it is achieved.

7. Characterise the young woman.

8. Consider a possible symbolic interpretation of the boundary rider's initial misjudgement of the situation.

9. How does the telling of Peter Hennessey's story differ from the first part of the narrative?

10.  Characterise Peter Hennessy.

11.  Explain the ending.

12.  What themes are dealt with in this story?

13.  Discuss Baynton's main message(s).

14.  Explain the title.

15.  Compare the story to 'Heart is Where the Home is'. 
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