The Importance of the Writing Process/
Why We Write

Writing—love it or hate it, it is how we communicate a great deal of information, keep in contact with friends and relatives, or get through classes.  Let’s face it, we need to be able to communicate through reading and/or writing every day.  Driving directions, instant messages, email, homework, computer and video games are all things that we use on a daily basis that involve reading and writing.  

In this class you will learn skills that will help you write more effectively to better communicate with those around you.  This involves practice; in order to be better in anything you need to practice!  Whether you practice a sport, play a musical instrument, or dance, you know that the more you work at it, the better you become.  No one was born knowing how to ride a bike, paint a masterpiece, or sing an aria.  The same thing goes for writing—the more you practice, the better you are at it!
There are a few things that you need to keep in mind as you write: what is your purpose and who is your audience.  These two things make a huge difference in how you should approach and ultimately write your paper or essay.  In this class we will be exploring different ways to write, the writing process, and how to develop your ideas into an effective written piece.  In doing these things, you will need to keep the purpose and audience in mind.  The purpose/audience for one paper may not be the same for another.  For example, if you are writing a research paper on the effect Walt Disney has had on our culture, you may have one purpose or audience in mind, but if you are writing a letter to a friend that recently moved, your purpose and audience is very different.  

As you write for this class you will find that the first draft is generally not the best.  It is important to remember that quality comes from reworking and revising.  It is very rare that the first draft of anything provides the best quality.  Through practice, revision, and working with your own writing, as well as that of your peers, you will see your writing dramatically improve.  This improvement will not only make you feel better about your own writing and help you succeed in this class, but it will help you through high school, college, and beyond.  Pretty cool, huh?  There is only one catch.  You need to put forth effort.  You can be successful in anything you do as long as you approach it with an open mind and a positive outlook.  

[image: image1.png]



