Name: _______________________________
Block: _______
Date: _____________
Research Paper
As a requirement for this class, you are to complete a research paper.  The research topic should connect to one of the approved general topics, but can be tweaked to fit your need/interest.  In this packet you will find all of the information that you will need to successfully complete this project.
Types of information used in a research paper:

FIRSTHAND INFORMATION: This is a person who provides you with direct, firsthand information that comes from his/her experience with and knowledge of the topic. The person does not have to be an expert on all aspects of the topic, but should be someone who can help you gain a better understanding of the topic because of his/her connection to it.
SECONDHAND INFORMATION: This includes materials such as books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, and Internet sources. These are called “secondhand” because they have already been gathered, recorded, and stored, as opposed to being given to the researcher directly.

POSSIBLE TOPICS
See Attached Sheet.
REQUIREMENTS:

· 8-10 pages, double spaced in Times New Roman with 1” margins

· Three secondary sources—min. of one of the following: web, magazine/newspaper, book
· Oral Report: 10 minutes with a visual aid 
FORM:

Your paper will have a clear introduction, body paragraphs where you develop the ideas and relay what you found in the search process, and a solid conclusion that sums up your learning.
DOCUMENTING SOURCES:

You will use the MLA format to document your sources and to write the Works Cited page.

See the MLA Citations Worksheet handed out in class, or you can find it on my web page.

DEADLINES:

LMC Dates: ________________________________________________________

MLA Citation Rough Draft: ___________________________________________

Rough Draft (For Peer Review): ________________________________________

Rough Draft: ________________________________________________________

Final Paper is Due: ____________________________________________________
Presentation is Due: ___________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________
Block: ______

Date: _____________

Possible Research Topics

General Topics That You Need To Narrow Down To

Your Specific Topic/Thesis

Service Organizations—These organizations work to aid others in their communities or the world.  Focuses are on things such as: cancer, AIDS, animals, veterans, refugees, disaster relief, community building, intervention, drug rehabilitation, etc…

Influential People—These people can be influential for a good or bad reason.  Mother Theresa, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Walt Disney are all examples of positively influential people.  In contrast, Osama Bin Laden, Hitler, gangsters, murderers, etc. are examples of negatively influential people.

Culture—There are many cultures throughout the world, even throughout our country.  If there is a specific culture that interests you this would be a good focus.  Middle Eastern, Russian, Japanese, South American, etc…What is unique about this culture?  What is similar/different from our own?  Is this a culture that you experience on a daily basis at home or within your community?

Country—The specific facts of a country can be interesting.  Perhaps your ancestral home, a vacation spot, or a place you have always wanted to travel.

Historical Events—Is there any event that happened in history anywhere in the world that interests you?  Perhaps the Civil Rights Movement, the battles of Caesar, Hannibal, or George Washington?

Scientific/Mathematical Idea or Theory—Perhaps you are interested in medicine, or a type of scientific experiment or mathematical idea.  (I’m an English teacher for a reason…you will have to talk to Math or Science teachers for more specific ideas)

Type of Art—Is there a style of painting, sculpture, music, movie, that interests you?  

Religion—You can study the specifics of a religion or the impact it has had.  Specific elements that are tied closely to religions (such as traditions) are also possible topics.

Popular Culture—This can be any culture from around the world.  Your focus can be on what is prevalent in the modern (or not so modern) culture.  Tattooing, surfing, TV, movies, fashion,  technology, etc…all impact modern culture and have helped developed each cultures uniqueness. 
Research Paper and Presentation

STEPS IN THE SEARCH PROCESS

A. SEARCHNG

1. Select a topic that you are interested in and is within your abilities for an active search. (You don’t, for example, have the means or ability to actively explore international espionage).

2. Share your ideas!!  Ask for their help!!  Those you speak to might know of people or other sources of information that will help you in your search.

3. Contact people—in person, by telephone, by letter, or by email—that are knowledgeable about your topic. Learning something about a potential source before you contact him or her will help you plan your introduction and hopefully lead to an interview.  (Interviews are optional for this project, but always a GREAT way of getting information)
SPECIAL NOTE: People who are knowledgeable about a topic do not have to wear a suit and carry a briefcase. Friends, friends of friends, classmates, neighbors, or relatives may be your best sources of information for certain topics.

4. Plan carefully for interviews. Most people will be more than willing to talk to you about their area of expertise if you approach them with a series of meaningful questions and a sincere, interested attitude.

5. Take notes on important information during the interview. Request the names of other people to contact and other sources of information to consult. This could include places to visit and activities to observe or participate in. Make sure to thank interviewees for their time and help. (Send a thank you note as well if it is someone you do not know).

6. Try sharing the ideas of one interviewee with other people you interview, if, in fact, you are able to arrange more than one interview. This will help you evaluate the information you have obtained. Work these ideas into your questions: “Do you think that (an idea you want to test) is an important consideration?” or “Would you agree that (the idea) is an important consideration?”

7. Consult recommended books and periodicals for additional information on your topic. Also, carry out any additional firsthand searching activities (visits, observations, etc.) within your means.
WRITING

1. Organize your paper so that you have a clear introduction (with thesis), body paragraphs (with details), and a conclusion (that restates the thesis).
2. You might find it helpful to divide your paper into parts:

a. In your introduction, state why this is an important toipic.  **Remember not to use first person though!  This is a formal paper!!
b. Include a clear thesis that identifies exactly what your focus is for writing this paper and what the reader will be getting out of it.
c. In your body paragraphs, give details of what you found.  Be sure to connect it back up to the thesis.  Remember, asking yourself, “why is this important?” will help you do that.
d. Your conclusion should summarize the paper.  Restate the thesis and touch on the major points you made.  Be sure not to add any new points though!
3. You are going to write the paper in a formal manner.  Meaning, you do not use first or second person (I, you).  You need to be clear, present your opinions by focusing on evidence that supports it/refutes others, and you need to maintain your focus throughout. 
4. Make sure to give credit for the ideas that you have borrowed in your paper.

Research Paper Rubric




Name_________________________

Mrs. Staats
__________
Title Page
(20 points)
· Was the title page creative?

· Did the title highlight what the paper was about?
· Did it include the author’s name?
__________
Basic Requirements
(30 points)
· Did the paper equal 8-10 double-spaced pages with Times New Roman 12-point font and 1” margins?

__________
Works Cited Page
(20 points)
· Were the sources cited in the proper format?

· Were the sources listed in alphabetical order?

__________
Format
(40 points)

· Was the paper written in a formal format?

· Were all the components included?

· Introduction—With thesis?
· Body—With Details?
· Conclusion—With Restatement Of Thesis?
__________
Meaningful Search/Evidence of Extensive Effort
(70 points)

· Was there evidence that extensive searching was done?

· Did you show how these sources improved your knowledge or furthered your search?
· Was the information integrated in an effective way connecting it back to the thesis?
· Were there specific details?
· Were “borrowed” information/ideas cited?
· Were all sources listed on the Works Cited page referenced in the body of the paper?

__________
Conventions
(30 points)
· Does the grammar make the writing easy to read and understand?

· Does the writer use correct spelling and punctuation?

· Is there evidence of proofreading and revision? 

Comments:







__________/210 points

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Almost Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Self

Score
	Final

Project

Score

	Accessing Information
	Accesses information efficiently and effectively.  Uses more than the required number of sources.  Uses both print and non-print sources.  Demonstrates considerable knowledge of proprietary databases and database searching strategies.
	Demonstrates sound comfort level when accessing information.  Uses the required number of sources.  Uses both print and non-print sources.  Demonstrates basic knowledge of proprietary databases and database searching strategies.
	Some difficulty accessing information, thus often needs help when trying to find resources.  Uses less than the required number of sources.  Uses either print or non-print sources, but not both.  Demonstrates limited knowledge of proprietary databases and database searching strategies.
	Much difficulty accessing information, thus is unable to find resources without assistance.  Does not use the required number of sources.  Does not use both print and non-print sources.  Cannot  reconstruct sources used. Demonstrates no knowledge of proprietary databases and database searching strategies.
	
	

	Applying Information    
	Demonstrates excellent ability to apply found information to final presentation; able to navigate through information and use findings accurately and creatively.
	Demonstrates basic ability to apply found information to final presentation; navigates information accurately.
	Sometimes has difficulty navigating through information; able to apply some information to final presentation.
	Often has difficulty navigating through information, thus unable to apply information to final presentation.
	
	

	Interpreting Information
	Uses found information critically and competently; final presentation displays absolute understanding of researched materials.
	Final presentation displays fundamental understanding of researched materials.
	Final presentation displays some understanding of found information.
	Final presentation displays little to no understanding of found information.
	
	

	Citing Sources
	Cites sources accurately and according to MLA  6 format; person who engages product will easily be able to access sources based on citation.
	Mostly accurate source citation according to MLA 6 format.
	Some source citation but somewhat inaccurate; no adherence to MLA 6  format; difficult to follow.
	Little to no source citation, or inaccurate citations with no adherence to MLA 6  format; difficult to follow.
	
	


Research Oral Presentation




Name_________________________

Guidelines

Length: 10 minutes

Purpose:

To give you practice in public speaking while you tell us what you learned about your paper topic. 

Grading:

Since this is a public speaking exercise, 75% of the grade will come from how you give your oral presentation. This grade as a whole will count separate from the research paper and will not be combined.

Guidelines:

You may NOT bring your research paper up with you and read from it to do your report. Instead, you MUST either use note cards or a sheet of paper that has an outline on it. 

You must also use a visual aide. This could be a poster, an overhead, a PowerPoint presentation, a video, or something similar. If you use a video, it may not exceed 1 minute in length.  (There are a few exceptions)
Please look over the hints and the rubric so that your oral presentation is effective.

Hints for Giving an Effective Oral Presentation

Read through your research paper and take notes on the most important and interesting parts.

Put these notes on either note cards or paper in an outline form. You should NEVER write out what you will say in sentence form.

Begin your presentation by stating the topic of your research paper (your introduction) and end your presentation by stating what you learned/anything you found particularly interesting  (your conclusion).

Introductory Statements:

· “I did my research paper on….I wanted to find out….”

· My research paper was on….Its purpose was to explain….”

Concluding Statements:

· “In researching….I learned….”

· “From my research on….I found out….”

During the oral presentation, you may make personal connections and comments, perhaps what you liked or didn’t like about your topic, or maybe something that surprised you about it.

When you have finished preparing your speech, practice it several times until you feel comfortable enough with the material.

Also, time yourself so that you are talking for at least 10 minutes.

For a good public speech,

· Do not chew gum!

· Start off strong; don’t begin with “Uh, my topic is…”

· Avoid using “uh”, “um”, or “like”

· Stand straight and do not slouch!

· Don’t just look at me. Look around to everyone in the room.

· Keep your voice up; don’t trail off at the ends of sentences

Oral Presentation/Research




Name_________________________

Content: (10 points)

Did the presenter seem well informed about the topic?

Was the information valuable and useful to others?

Did the ideas presented flow logically from one point to the next?

Did the presenter have an introduction, body and conclusion?

Visual Aid: (10 points)

Was a visual aid used in the presentation?

Did the aid(s) contain any obvious spelling/grammatical errors?

Was the audience able to read the visual aid(s)?

Delivery: (20 points)

Did the presenter use note cards sparingly?

Did the presenter refrain from reading from the TV/computer/poster?

Did the presenter’s voice vary in pitch and inflection?

Did the presenter speak loud enough and slow enough for the entire audience?

Did the presenter pronunciate the words and speak to the entire audience?

Did the presenter look comfortable in front of the class?

Did the presenter make eye contact with everyone in the class?

Was the presenter’s posture straight or slouched?

Timing: (10 points)

The length of this presentation was  __________. 

Comments:







Total:__________/50

Research Organizer





Name_________________________

Mrs. Staats

Research Organizer

Your Essential Question: ______________________________________________

What do you want to know about it?

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________

From these sub-topics might come “key words” that can help you find specific information, especially when researching online.

Checklist for paper completion:

Did I…?

_______ Acquire secondary sources? (at least three)
_____Book  

_____Website

_____Magazine/Newspaper
_______ Write a works cited?

_______ Create a title page?

_______ Format my paper correctly? (Times New Roman, 12 point, 1” margins, double spaced)
Name: ___________________________
Block: _______
Date: _____________
Focusing A Topic For Research

Broad topic or essential question to research:
Before you begin your research, brainstorm and list:

Keywords:

Related words, names, places:

Subtopics:

Questions:

Database Strategies:  List the search engines, subject directories, databases, and types of print resources you plan to search.

After Searching: List the three most promising sources you found and the engine or database that led you to each.

1.

2.

3.

After Initial Research: Frame a thoughtful question or preliminary thesis statement that you now feel is interesting or worthy of researching.  Be careful to avoid a “so what” question or thesis.

Reflect: How did the search go?  Which sources appear to be the most useful?  Do you need to further refine this topic before deciding on a preliminary thesis or question to drive your research?

Research Question:
	WHAT DO I KNOW ABOUT THE TOPIC?

	WHAT DO I WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE TOPIC?



	
	

	HOW AM GOING TO FIND OUT?


	WHAT DID I LEARN FROM THIS PROCESS?



	
	


 Springfield High School

Learning Materials Center
Evaluating Web Pages

Six Principles of Web Evaluation:

1.  Make sure you are in the right place. 

Does this site address the topic you are researching? Was the page worth visiting? 

2.  When in doubt, doubt. 

Do you have good reason to believe that the information on the site is accurate? Do authors provide any supportive evidence for their conclusions? 

3.  Consider the source. 

Who are the authors of the Web page? What gives them their authority or expertise to write? Who is responsible for the site? Is this a commercial, governmental, personal, or academic Web site? 

4.  Know what's happening. 

What is the purpose of the site? Is the main purpose to inform, to persuade, or to sell you something? Do you understand what is being said? What do you think has not been said that should be addressed? 

5.  Look at details. 

Is the site well organized? Are there misspelled words or examples of poor grammar? Do the links work and are they evaluated or annotated? Do they send you beyond the site to other reliable sources of information? Does the site offer anything unique or does it tell you little more than you could find in an encyclopedia? Are the graphics on the page clear and helpful or distracting and confusing? 

6.  Distinguish Web pages from pages found on the Web. 

Do you think this page was designed for the Web, or do you think it was originally something else? If it was originally something else, what something else was it? 

These sites are good for criteria to judge web sites:
Boston Public Library



Kathy Schrock's Guide
http://blp.org/kids/Evaluate.htm


http://kathyschrock.com/abceval/index.htm

Joyce Valenza's Website

http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/evalwebstu.html

Pam Berger’s Web Evaluation Site

http://infosearcher.typepad.com/infosearcher/resources/webevaluation.html

Just for fun, take a look at these pages found on the Web.  

How would you evaluate them?  

http://www.sudftw.com/jackcon.htm
http://www.dhmo.org
http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html
http://www.d-b.net/dti/
http://www.end.com/~jynx/walrus
http://zapatopi.net/bsa.html
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html
http://www.google.com/technology/pigeonrank.html
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/spaghetti.html
http://www.afterlifetelegrams.com/AFTERLIFE/index.html
http://www.black-market-babies.com/
http://www.buydehydratedwater.com/
http://www.widescreenmuseum.com/flikfx/default.htm
http://www.license.shorturl.com/
http://www.golfcross.com/home.html
http://www.fulkerson.org/ancestors/buyanancestor.html
http://www.weathergraphics.com/tim/fisher/
http://www.idiotica.com/cranium/encyclopedia/
http://www.timetravelfund.com/
http://www.shibumi.org/eoti/index.htm
A Collection of fun urban legends and related websites can also be found at:

http://www.snopes.com/
Now look for Sites dealing with your topic on the Web.

Keep in mind the six principles.  Complete the Evaluating Web Resources Chart.
Evaluating Web Resources






Web Site:  ___________________________________




URL: ______________________________________


 Yes    No   NA
Authority/Credulity ---- Who owns the web site and why?




Is the author’s name and email address included?




Is the web site affiliated with any major institution?




What is the expertise of the individual or group that created the site?



_______________________________________________




Is he/she/it a qualified expert on the subject? 



Does the author’s/group’s affiliation appear to bias the information?



Content ---- Does the web site contain accurate, reliable information?




Is the purpose of the web site clearly stated?




Was it updated recently?  When?  _________________________




Does it contain meaningful and useful content?




Does it contain original content?




Is any sort of bias evident?




Does the content appear to be fact or opinion?




Does the information appear to be accurate?




Does it contain primary source material?




Are the links up to date?




Are the links evaluated?




Are the grammar and spelling correct?


Source:  Using the INTERNET to Enhance your Library by Pam Berger

Name: ____________________________
Block: _____
Date: _______________

MLA Citations
In-Text Citations:

Book:
----. (Author Last Name, page number) 

Ex:  ----. (Simon, 37)

Internet:


----. (URL)

Ex:  ----. (http://www.geocities.com/engtchrsarah/Home.html)

Magazine/Newspaper/Encyclopedia:


----. (Author Last Name, page number)



****or, if there is no author****


----. (Editor Last Name, page number)

Ex:  ----. (Brown, 204)

Works Cited Page:

Book:

Author Last Name, First Name.  Title of Book.  City: Publisher, year of publication.


Kurlansky, Mark.  Salt.  New York: Penguin Books, 2002.

Periodical (Magazine/Newspaper):


Author’s Last Name, First Name.  “Article Title.”  Periodical Title date: page numbers.


Anderson, Kelli.  “Going to the Dawgs.”  Sports Illustrated 15 Nov. 1999: 116-119.

Internet:

Author’s Last Name, First Name.  “Title of Page.”  Site Title. Date posted or last updated.  Date accessed <URL>.

****Some information may not be available, like the author or date last updated.  If this happens then you don’t enter that information and move on to the next thing in the citation.
Staats, Sarah.  “I-Search Paper.”  Ms. Staats English Class Homepage. 17 Dec. 2004.  22 Dec. 2004 <http://www.geocities.com/engtchrsarah/Home.html>.

****Notice that the URL address didn’t fit on the second line so it automatically went to the third.  This is ok; do not use the “Enter” key to change the formatting of the citation if everything fits on the second line.
Encyclopedia or Dictionary:


“Title of Article.” Title of Encyclopedia. Edition. Year of publication.


“Sonata.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 15th ed. 1997.

Personal Interview:

Last Name, First Name.  Personal interview. Date.


Staats, Sarah.  Personal interview.  22 Dec. 2004.

Video:


Title of Film.  Director’s name. Performers name(s). Type of source. Distributor, date.


Jane Eyre. Dir. Robert Young. Perf. Samantha Morton and Ciaran Hinds.  Videocassette. New Video Group, 1997.

Sample Works Cited Page:

Anderson, Kelli.  “Going to the Dawgs.”  Sports Illustrated 15 Nov. 1999: 116-119.


Jane Eyre. Dir. Robert Young. Perf. Samantha Morton and Ciaran Hinds.  Videocassette. New Video Group, 1997.


“Sonata.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 15th ed. 1997.

Staats, Sarah.  “I-Search Paper.”  Ms. Staats English Class Homepage. 17 Dec. 2004.  22 Dec. 2004 <http://www.geocities.com/engtchrsarah/Home.html>.


Staats, Sarah.  Personal interview.  22 Dec. 2004.

Notice:
1. The citations are listed alphabetically

2. There are no numbers or bullet points

3. All of the sources are mixed—they are not separated by books, periodicals, etc…

4. The page is single spaced with an extra space between each of the entries.



Student Evaluator (s)























Score ____________________





Over 10 “yes” votes = Good Site








