Name: ___________________________
Block: _______
Date: _____________
Focusing A Topic For Research

Broad topic or essential question to research:
Before you begin your research, brainstorm and list:

Keywords:

Related words, names, places:

Subtopics:

Questions:

Database Strategies:  List the search engines, subject directories, databases, and types of print resources you plan to search.

After Searching: List the three most promising sources you found and the engine or database that led you to each.

1.

2.

3.

After Initial Research: Frame a thoughtful question or preliminary thesis statement that you now feel is interesting or worthy of researching.  Be careful to avoid a “so what” question or thesis.

Reflect: How did the search go?  Which sources appear to be the most useful?  Do you need to further refine this topic before deciding on a preliminary thesis or question to drive your research?

Research Question:
	WHAT DO I KNOW ABOUT THE TOPIC?


	WHAT DO I WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE TOPIC?



	
	

	HOW AM GOING TO FIND OUT?


	WHAT DID I LEARN FROM THIS PROCESS?
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Evaluating Web Pages

Six Principles of Web Evaluation:

1.  Make sure you are in the right place. 

Does this site address the topic you are researching? Was the page worth visiting? 

2.  When in doubt, doubt. 

Do you have good reason to believe that the information on the site is accurate? Do authors provide any supportive evidence for their conclusions? 

3.  Consider the source. 

Who are the authors of the Web page? What gives them their authority or expertise to write? Who is responsible for the site? Is this a commercial, governmental, personal, or academic Web site? 

4.  Know what's happening. 

What is the purpose of the site? Is the main purpose to inform, to persuade, or to sell you something? Do you understand what is being said? What do you think has not been said that should be addressed? 

5.  Look at details. 

Is the site well organized? Are there misspelled words or examples of poor grammar? Do the links work and are they evaluated or annotated? Do they send you beyond the site to other reliable sources of information? Does the site offer anything unique or does it tell you little more than you could find in an encyclopedia? Are the graphics on the page clear and helpful or distracting and confusing? 

6.  Distinguish Web pages from pages found on the Web. 

Do you think this page was designed for the Web, or do you think it was originally something else? If it was originally something else, what something else was it? 

These sites are good for criteria to judge web sites:
Boston Public Library



Kathy Schrock's Guide
http://blp.org/kids/Evaluate.htm


http://kathyschrock.com/abceval/index.htm

Joyce Valenza's Website

http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/evalwebstu.html

Pam Berger’s Web Evaluation Site

http://infosearcher.typepad.com/infosearcher/resources/webevaluation.html

Just for fun, take a look at these pages found on the Web.  

How would you evaluate them?  

http://www.sudftw.com/jackcon.htm
http://www.dhmo.org
http://home.inreach.com/kumbach/velcro.html
http://www.d-b.net/dti/
http://www.end.com/~jynx/walrus
http://zapatopi.net/bsa.html
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus.html
http://www.google.com/technology/pigeonrank.html
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/spaghetti.html
http://www.afterlifetelegrams.com/AFTERLIFE/index.html
http://www.black-market-babies.com/
http://www.buydehydratedwater.com/
http://www.widescreenmuseum.com/flikfx/default.htm
http://www.license.shorturl.com/
http://www.golfcross.com/home.html
http://www.fulkerson.org/ancestors/buyanancestor.html
http://www.weathergraphics.com/tim/fisher/
http://www.idiotica.com/cranium/encyclopedia/
http://www.timetravelfund.com/
http://www.shibumi.org/eoti/index.htm
A Collection of fun urban legends and related websites can also be found at:

http://www.snopes.com/
Now look for Sites dealing with your topic on the Web.

Keep in mind the six principles.  Complete the Evaluating Web Resources Chart.

Evaluating Web Resources






Web Site:  ___________________________________




URL: ______________________________________


 Yes    No   NA
Authority/Credulity ---- Who owns the web site and why?




Is the author’s name and email address included?




Is the web site affiliated with any major institution?




What is the expertise of the individual or group that created the site?



_______________________________________________




Is he/she/it a qualified expert on the subject? 



Does the author’s/group’s affiliation appear to bias the information?



Content ---- Does the web site contain accurate, reliable information?




Is the purpose of the web site clearly stated?




Was it updated recently?  When?  _________________________




Does it contain meaningful and useful content?




Does it contain original content?




Is any sort of bias evident?




Does the content appear to be fact or opinion?




Does the information appear to be accurate?




Does it contain primary source material?




Are the links up to date?




Are the links evaluated?




Are the grammar and spelling correct?


Source:  Using the INTERNET to Enhance your Library by Pam Berger




Student Evaluator (s)























Score ____________________





Over 10 “yes” votes = Good Site








